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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The political geography of the Middle East in terms of economic and political
PP: 282-296 structure is such that it removes the concept of the region from the literature of
this geographical area. In the literature of new regionalism, the nature of
economic and political performance and its governing consequences are very
important in accepting or not accepting a group of countries as a co-region. Most
of the countries of West Asia are non-competitive in terms of their political
economy and have a friendly and greenhouse nature, which is called diaspora or
hand-picked capitalism. Such a model of political economy has the consequences
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E E of not recognizing the region of existence for this geographical region. In this

regard, the article seeks to answer the main question that according to recent
F developments in the literature of neo-regionalism, what effect does the nature of
E e the political economy of the Middle East have on challenging the co-regionality

of the countries of the Middle East? The hypothesis of the article, using the
methods of analysis and explanation, is to believe that under the new literature
of neo-regionalism, the political economy of the Middle East in the form of crony
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

It should be noted that works have been
compiled on the theoretical issues of this
issue, but the application of this theory to the
crises of political economy ruling West Asia
and non-competitive political economy has
not been discussed. Ishag Divan, in his book
Capitalism of Friendship in the Middle East,
mentioned the nature of this model of political
economy in the Middle East countries, but he
did not find out its connection with neo-
regionalism and the identity of the region. In
the book The Enigma of Abundance, Terry
Lynn Carle, referring to predatory capitalism
in West Asia, found out the impact of oil
booms on economic growth and recession, but
did not address the research hypothesis of the
article. In the book Globalism and New
Regionalism, translated by Alireza Tayyeb,
Hatna fully explained the evolution of the new
theory of regionalism and the shift from
geographic and economic criteria to the
above-mentioned three in the establishment of
regions, but he pointed to the gaps in the
Middle East. has not had Hangi and Roloff
also mentioned the new content of
regionalism and new indicators in the
establishment of geographical regions in the
book between regionalism and international
relations translated by Elaha Kolayi, but they
specifically studied the status of coalitions, the
functioning of political economy and political
institutionalization. have not given In the book
New Regionalism translated by Alireza
Tayeb, Sunkel has mentioned the new criteria
of regionalism and de-identification from
West Asia, but he has not investigated the
application of the theory to the research topic.
The upcoming article intends to fill the
aforementioned research gaps.

Methodology

The present article has been done in terms of
its fundamental purpose and descriptive-
analytical method using library resources.

Results and Discussion

In the 1930s, regionalism was a movement to
achieve economic self-sufficiency and had a
self-centered, protective and self-reliant
nature, but gradually from the 1980s, the
above routine changed and with the expansion

of deregulation, privatization and outsourcing,
it witnessed the reduction of the power of the
government, freedom and openness. we were
From 1980 until now, special levels have been
seen in the new regionalism, which has a strict
focus on having an endogenous and
competition-oriented political economy, in
which the ultimate goal is to leave the
friendship economy in order to achieve
regionalism in the political geography of the
Middle East. Otherwise, the disappearance of
the identity of being a co-region from the
Middle East will be considered a serious
threat. In the Middle East partnership
economy, the  government's  strong
intervention has divided companies and
workers into insiders and non-insiders. This
separation becomes a decisive obstacle for
skill  building, efficient allocation of
resources, growth based on the private sector
and the formation of inclusive interest groups.
In this regard, playing a friend is a vital
component to determine the boundaries of
insider and outsider, and creates a clear
political complement, which shows itself in
the form of the mutual desire of the
government elites and capitalists to maintain
the barriers to the entry of others. Of course,
these political tools have historically taken
place under the umbrella of the 1960s statism
of the political geography of the Middle East.

Conclusion

The political economy of friendship The lack
of economic growth in the Middle East
countries, despite the repeated oil booms of
these countries, shows that the oil-exporting
governments could not experience significant
economic growth despite the acceptable oil
revenues during different times, because the
political economy of friendship, Although it
creates short-term economic booms, it limits
economic growth in the long term. With the
growth of oil resources, the price of non-
tradable goods and services, such as
commercial and residential  buildings,
brokerage and consultancy, which cannot be
exchanged, will rise. When the price of these
goods and services becomes expensive in the
political economy of friendship, the
possibility of exporting in the international
scene will be limited, agricultural production
will be reduced for export and industrial
production will never reach maturity. What
the government is doing in the meantime is
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subsidizing factories and It is interference in
the market, which does not bring any positive
results. In addition, the lack of education and
the acquisition of skills and knowledge and
neglecting the mechanisms of the free market
and trying to participate more in the economy,
instead of trying to make it bigger, creates
many problems. Because the mechanisms in
the political economy of friendship are not
compatible with the approved social goals. As
a result, several crises arise as a result of the
dominance of the political economy of
friendship despite short-term economic
growth, which includes things such as the
increase in the price of goods and services
(which cannot be exchanged, such as the price
of residential commercial buildings and
educational intermediary services),
incompetitivity Industries and agricultural
products in the market, reducing the export of
agricultural and industrial goods, tampering
with the natural process of the market,
disruptions in competitions, neglecting
education and mechanisms of the free market,
and expanding the authority and obligations of
the government along with weakening its
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