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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Pirates are known as common criminals. Due to the evolution in the concept of
PP: 433-444 piracy, the form and new tactics of piracy, accuracy in the legal mechanisms for
their trial is essential. In addition to the independent responsibility of countries,
their joint cooperation to deal with piracy is also important. In the current
conditions, there must be an interaction between domestic legal systems and
international law to prosecute pirates. As long as this alignment and real will
does not take place in the trial of such people, it will not be possible to achieve
the right in practice and logically. In this descriptive research, which was
El conducted with the aim of investigating new methods of dealing with piracy in

the international law system and Iranian law, information was collected and
discussed through scientific findings, authentic documents and new ideas. The
obtained results showed that despite the criminalization of piracy, the regulations
of the international community have been inefficient not only in terms of rule-
making but also in terms of regime-making and implementation due to conflict
of interests and problems in the definition of piracy crimes. In this research, the
Keywords: piracy laws of international law and Iran's law to fight against piracy were discussed to
security council explain the international legal obligations of governments regarding the crime of
jurisdiction of the courts piracy and to help fill the existing research gap in this regard.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Piracy has existed as a crime ever since oceans
began to be used as trade routes. The earliest
documented instances of this crime date back
to the 13th century BCE, when coastal
inhabitants threatened the Aegean Sea, the
eastern Mediterranean, and Egypt. The
Vikings, Scandinavian warriors, and raiders,
were also engaged in piracy during the Middle
Ages, particularly from 783 to 1066 CE.
Classical piracy, as it is commonly
understood, began when colonial powers
sought to extract resources from the Americas,
prompting many sailors to turn to piracy for
greater profit. Even military commanders
sometimes secretly participated in these
activities. Although pirates seemed to operate
outside the law, they actually had their own set
of rules.Today, piracy has reemerged,
particularly in tropical countries like Somalia,
due to extreme poverty. Modern pirates often
hijack ships and demand ransoms. Some of
these individuals are connected to dangerous
armed groups in African countries, and the
ransom money is often used to fund military
conflicts in these regions.The first groups of
pirates were active along the coasts of Latin
America, particularly in the ports of Brazil.
Today, the most advanced, well-equipped,
and mobile pirate groups operate in the Far
East, particularly along the coasts of the
Philippines and the southwestern part of the
Malacca Strait (Borneo), where they are
almost unstoppable.This study examines the
legal mechanisms for combating piracy at
both the international and domestic levels,
with a special focus on lIran. It will also
explore the efforts made to enact new laws
and propose recommendations for combating
this crime. Finally, the activities of the Islamic
Republic of Iran's Navy in combating piracy,
both in domestic and international waters, will
be analyzed

Methodology

In this study, a descriptive-analytical research
method has been adopted. The research begins
with an examination of the theoretical
foundations and existing legal frameworks for
combating piracy from the perspectives of
international law and Iranian  law.
Subsequently, using credible legal sources,

international conventions, and court rulings,
modern approaches to combating piracy will
be identified and analyzed. This study also
conducts a comparative analysis between
Iran’s legal measures and international
standards to highlight the strengths and
weaknesses of the current legal frameworks.

Results and Discussion

International mechanisms to combat piracy
include actions by the Security Council,
international courts, and universal
jurisdiction. The United Nations Security
Council, utilizing its powers under Chapter
VIl of the UN Charter, has issued several
resolutions to address piracy. Notably,
Resolutions 1851 and 1918 specifically focus
on combating piracy off the coast of Somalia
and have called on states to undertake military
actions to suppress piracy in this region.
Despite granting new powers, these
resolutions emphasize that such actions must
be in accordance with international law and
human rights. In this context, Resolutions
1950 and 2015 have also explored various
solutions for prosecuting pirates and
enhancing the domestic capacities of regional
countries.Universal jurisdiction is also a key
mechanism in combating piracy. According to
international law, states can arrest and
prosecute pirates in the high seas.
International conventions such as the 1982
United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea and the 1988 Convention for the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts Against the
Safety of Maritime Navigation provide broad
authority for states to pursue and prosecute
pirates. However, the application of universal
jurisdiction faces limitations, and in many
cases, states show little inclination to exercise
these powers.International courts, including
the International Criminal Court (ICC),
currently do not have jurisdiction over piracy.
However, should member states express
interest and the problem of piracy persists,
there is potential to add piracy to the list of
crimes under the ICC’s jurisdiction. The ICC
could address the issue of impunity by
reducing the costs of prosecution and
providing legal support. With its existing
structure and expertise, the ICC could offer
effective solutions for handling piracy cases
both at the international and regional levels.
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Conclusion

Global concerns about the rise in maritime
crimes, including piracy, maritime terrorism,
drug trafficking, and human smuggling, have
increasingly been addressed in international
treaties over the past decade. One of the main
legal challenges in combating piracy in
international waters is the prosecution and
trial of alleged pirates, which often takes place
in a limited number of countries with
inadequate legal standards. To address this
issue, it has been proposed to establish
specialized piracy chambers within the
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