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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The main question of this research is that how can one explain compliance of
PP: 171-180 Turkiye and Saudi Arabia to global human rights norms? Whenever there is a
gap between absolute human rights norms and the act of states, there will be a
social pressure to enforce compliance to global norms. If these global human
rights norms act as membership clause in a group or a society of states or these
norms act as prerequisites for improving and boosting relationships, then the
aforementioned social pressures will be much higher. Authors with descriptive-
analytical methodology in this research have found that both Turkiye and Saudi
El [ & El Arabia are under social pressure from the absolute aspect of global human rights
norms. As compliance to these norms are the membership clause of the EU and
as compliance to these norms are prerequisites for improving and boosting
relationships, Turkiye feels a very high social pressure for compliance with
EI norms. For Saudi Arabia, compliance to global human rights norms act as a
prerequisite for improving and boosting relationships, therefore, this country
feels a significant pressure to comply with the aforementioned norms. These two
Keywords: Compliance, | countries have tried to boost human rights to counter the strong social pressures
Global Norms, Saudi emanating from global norms.
Arabia, Social Pressure,
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Governments are increasingly trying to adhere
to the norms of the international community
and to be recognized as responsible actors.
The more they diverge from these norms, the
more pressure they will face from the
international community, and their position
will be weakened. Saudi Arabia has come
under severe international criticism for human
rights violations, particularly in Yemen.
Turkey has also been criticized by the
European Union for its treatment of the Kurds
and the adoption of anti-terrorism laws in
2006. However, due to these countries'
alignment with the policies of major powers,
they do not face serious repercussions such as
United Nations  General  Assembly
resolutions. Criticism is mainly limited to
reports from the U. S. State Department and
non-governmental organizations. This
indicates that responses to human rights
violations are influenced by political
considerations. For example, despite human
rights violations, the European Union has not
seriously cut off its political and commercial
relations with Saudi Arabia. This research
examines the definition of global human
rights norms, the role of social pressures, and
the responses of Turkey and Saudi Arabia to
these pressures.

Methodology

In this research, a descriptive-analytical and
comparative method has been chosen. First,
documentary and library studies are used to
collect available information about the human
rights situation in Turkey and Saudi Arabia.
This information includes secondary sources
such as books, scientific articles, reports from
international organizations (such as Human
Rights Watch and Amnesty International),
government reports, and reports from non-
governmental organizations. Additionally, the
international documents and treaties these two
countries have joined, as well as United
Nations resolutions, are examined. The
collected data is analyzed through qualitative
content analysis, and the performance of the
two countries is compared in different areas of

human rights, such as freedom of expression,
women's rights, and minority rights.

Results and Discussion

Global human rights norms are universally
accepted standards that exert social pressure
on states. This pressure is applied by entities
such as the Human Rights Council and non-
governmental organizations like Amnesty
International. Constructivists argue that social
norms and shaming play a significant role in
encouraging states to adhere to these norms.
Both Turkey and Saudi Arabia are subject to
these pressures, but they respond differently.
Global human rights norms are absolute
standards with broad international consensus.
They specifically exert social pressure on
Turkey through entities like the Human Rights
Council and NGOs. Turkey, due to its desire
to join the European Union, faces significant
pressure to adhere to these norms. This
pressure intensifies when pro-Western groups
are in power. Saudi Arabia, as an
internationally  conservative country, s
known for widespread human rights
violations. It is governed by Islamic Sharia
law, with Wahhabism as a stringent
interpretation of Islam guiding its practices.
As an absolute monarchy, Saudi Arabia
restricts nearly all political and civil freedoms.
Human rights violations such as killings,
arbitrary detention, and restrictions on
freedom of expression and minority rights are
prevalent, and these issues are frequently
reported by human rights organizations.

Conclusion

The findings show that both Turkey and Saudi
Arabia experience varying degrees of pressure
to adhere to global human rights norms. When
there is a discrepancy between a country's
practices and these norms, social pressure
increases. Given that global human rights
norms are considered absolute, they create
substantial ~ pressures  for  compliance.
Countries are compared based on their
adherence, with lower compliance ratings
attracting more pressure. If human rights
norms serve as conditions for joining groups
like the European Union or as prerequisites for
enhancing bilateral relations, the resulting
pressure is even greater. For Turkey,
compliance is crucial due to its EU
membership aspirations and its need to
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improve relations with Western countries,
prompting significant efforts to improve
human rights since 2000. Saudi Arabia also
faces intense pressure to comply with human
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