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The contemporary Arabic novel has experienced different approaches based on
social developments and the influence of Western novels. Fiction, especially
with the emergence of new intellectual approaches, underwent fundamental
changes in style and content. The Arabic novel in this period, in addition to
reflecting the political, social and economic situation of the Arab nation, was
able to include many structural techniques of modern story writing.
Abdurrahman Munif is one of the contemporary Arab writers who played a
significant role in the evolution of the novel. In his works, he tries to awaken
people and express his political thoughts and opinions by emphasizing realism
and with critical thinking. Jabra Ebrahim Jabra is a story writer, poet,
translator, and contemporary critic of the Arab world, whose works also
contain many political and social opinions. The hero of most of his stories is an
intellectual who talks with other intellectuals or a university professor. is that
he starts his conversations with intellectual issues and at the end returns to the
general and current issues of the society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Most critics acknowledge the importance of
narration in literary works, as "researchers and
theorists have considered narration as the most
fundamental principle of dramatic and
fictional texts since the time of Aristotle."
Michael Tolan believes: "Narrative is the
retelling of things that are distant from us in
terms of time and place. In the approach of
narratology, what is of great importance is
how and the method of the final payment of
the story in the form of text. The component
of time and place - as the format and container
in which the story takes place - is among the
issues that play an important role in the final
payment in the form of the text, so that the
formation of almost any narrative without
time and place It is unlikely. According to
critics in the field of narratology, narration as
a temporal technique is considered one of the
most dependent literary genres on the element
of time. In general, the time of narration
moves invisibly between three time periods:
past, present, and future, but in modern fiction
literature, This sequence and order of time is
less noticed, so that the author, by using
complex types of time in which the linear
course of the story is ignored and the past,
present and future are mixed up, creates the
works of passing time, which The occurrence
of events is not equal to the time allotted to
them in the text. On the other hand, if the
novel is an imaginative prose text of a realistic
narrative that often revolves around several
characters, who are involved in an important
incident, we know that it is not possible for
these characters and incidents to occur in a
vacuum, but they require space and place. so
that the characters move in it and events take
place in it. In the meantime, the novel "Alam
without maps" [A world without a map], the
joint work of two prominent Arab novelists,
Jabra, Ibrahim Jabra and Abd al-Rahman al-
Manif, is also among the outstanding works
by processing and presenting events in the
form of the narrator's memoirs (Aladdin
Najib). in which the authors have broken the
linear and natural course of time and created
deep holes and gaps in the narrative of this
work with hindsight and foresight. On the
other hand, this story takes place in an
imaginary city called "Amourieh" that the

authors have been able to present to the
readers by giving effective details in
describing the places. So that the reader
forgets that the place is imaginary and thinks
that he is in a real place. In the design of the
place, the novelists turn to match the place
with the features and characteristics of the
character. In this article, an attempt has been
made to discuss the importance of narrative
time and place in the story and to analyze their
types and their functions, which help to
expand the plot of the story, as well as
characterization, and ultimately to better
understand the story.

Methodology

This research was done with a descriptive-
analytical method, with an approach to the
categories of narrative space and narrative
time from the point of view of Gérard Genet
(a French theorist). In this article, firstly, the
analysis of the components of time, including
order, continuity and frequency, and then the
issue of place and its functions and the close
relationship between these two elements have
been discussed.

Results and Conclusion

The contemporary Arabic novel has
experienced different approaches based on
social developments and the influence of
Western novels. Fiction, especially with the
emergence of new intellectual approaches,
underwent fundamental changes in style and
content. The Arabic novel in this period, in
addition to reflecting the political, social and
economic situation of the Arab nation, was
able to include many structural techniques of
modern story writing. In 1982, an unusual
phenomenon appeared in contemporary Arab
fiction writing. This phenomenon is an
outstanding novel called "world without
maps". Its unusualness is due to the fact that
two prominent Arab novelists, Jabra and Abd
al-Rahman Munif, wrote it jointly and
achieved a single feeling, imagination and
prose in one literary work. This novel begins
with the narrator's way of reminiscing, and to
express the memories and the process of the
events of the story and the past experiences of
the characters, he uses the techniques of
returning to the past and the flow of the mind,
in such a way that sometimes it becomes
difficult for the reader to understand the
connection between the events. The story



Geography (Regional Planning), Vol 13, Issue 52, Autumn 2023 658

takes place in an imaginary city called
"Amouriyeh", the reader realizes through the
story that this city can be any city (in the Arab
world) that has been destroyed by money and
its infrastructure and abilities have been
destroyed. On the one hand, this story deals
with the wide impact of the tragic events of
Palestine and the Lebanese civil war on the
status of Arab intellectuals in a fundamentalist
and authoritarian society, and on the other
hand, to show the closed circle in which Arab
intellectuals are confused, their erotic
relationships Image resolution. In the course
of the events of the story, the mood and
concern of the reader is constantly stimulated,
and the appropriate language and prose used
for the story keeps the excitement alive in the
reader until the end.

The issue of time and place in this novel is the
main purpose of the research, and according to
the investigations carried out so far, these
elements have not been investigated in the
mentioned novel, the importance of place in
the novel is not because it forms one of the
artistic elements of the story. , or it is a vessel
in which the events of the story flow and the
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