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This research is aimed at investigating the religious differences between the
Ottomans and Iran during the Safavid period in the years 907-1003 AH/1501-
1594 AD, and it tries to investigate the religious differences between the two
governments in the years 1501-1594 AD, i.e., the interval of governance ( Shah
Ismail Safavi - Shah Abbas I) has been examined and for this purpose, by using
the historical method with the focus on library documents, aspects taken from
books and references, etc., it shows that the origin of religious wars in These eras
were mostly to prevent further expansion of the country by the Safavids and to
prevent the spread of the Shia religion, which with its tact and religion-oriented
presentation of a government was able to attract many scholars and followers in
the East and the West with an incredible speed of Islamic power. and the great
Islamic Ottomans will be overtaken by all these things that caused the Safavids
to prevent the Ottomans from generating more income and endanger the position
of Sunnis as the first rank in the Islamic world It has been seen and in fact,
religion is an excuse, and power and maintaining positions and material things
and earning money under the pretext of religion, which is obtained from pilgrims,
has been and still is the real reason for wars and religious differences.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

During the reign of Shah Ismail | of the
Safavid dynasty and Sultan Selim of the
Ottoman Empire, political and religious
differences between Iran and the Ottomans
emerged. Shah Ismail's promotion of Shia
Islam in Anatolia and Azerbaijan incited
Ottoman animosity due to the perceived threat
of Shia growth in these regions. Safavids and
Europeans formed a religious and political
alliance against the Ottomans. Military and
economic treaties strengthened Iran and
weakened the Ottomans. Conflicts like the
Battle of Chaldiran (1514 CE) perpetuated
these differences. During the reign of Shah
Tahmasb |, continuous battles with the
Ottomans and Uzbeks began. These struggles
encompassed mostly religious and strategic
issues, with the significance of Baghdad as an
economic and religious center receiving
attention (Shaw, as cited in Ramazanzadeh,
1370: 174). Religious and political differences
between the Ottomans and Iran in the Safavid
period were based on wars, religious
disparities, and political strategies. The
Ottomans perceived Iran as a threat by
attacking Safavid territories. Shah Tahmasb
employed defensive tactics and restrained
Ottoman advancements by depleting their
resources. Amidst this tension, the Treaty of
Amasya was signed (Razneh and colleagues,
1395: 25). After Shah Tahmasb's rule, Shah
Abbas came to power and managed relations
with the Ottomans through wars and
negotiations.  Religious and  political
differences always led to tension and were
maintained  through  agreements and
wars.Extensive research on the religious
differences between the Ottomans and Iran
during the Safavid period has not been
conducted, despite the significance of this era
in Iranian history. This crucial point prompts
researchers to focus more on political
differences  and overlook religious
dimensions, whereas these differences could
have led to wars, killings, and colonization.
These issues should not be overlooked, as
understanding these differences can help
prevent ongoing conflicts and exploitation by
colonialists. Such research can serve as a
valuable guide for statesmen to prevent
colonial infiltration and utilize scientific

knowledge for the benefit of the country. This
study attempts to examine the anti-Safavid
policies of the Ottomans in the period of 907-
1003 AH/1501-1594 CE and answer the
guestion, "What are the reasons and causes of
religious differences between the Ottomans
and Iran during the Safavid period in the years
907-1003 AH/1501-1594 CE?"

Methodology

In this study, the document-library method
was employed with a historical approach. All
available research and documents in various
formats (letters, travelogues, books, articles,
treatises, and theses) related to Iran-Ottoman
relations during the Safavid period were
utilized. The statistical sample of this study
includes all research focused on keywords
such as Iran-Ottoman wars in the Safavid
period, religious differences between Iran and
the Ottomans, and the specific time frame of
these relations, spanning from 907 to 1003
A.H. (1501 to 1594 AD).

Results and Discussion

The history of relations between Iran and the
Ottoman Empire, particularly during the
Safavid era, has been marked by turbulence
and tension, characterized by wars,
bloodshed, and territorial disputes driven by
power struggles and breaches of trust in
pursuit of wealth, plunder, conscription, and
trade. Concerns over diminishing power,
territorial losses, and internal and external
insecurities compelled both governments to
engage in conflict and aggression against each
other. Overall, their relations manifested in
various forms.The Ottomans were perceived
as a more established government compared
to the nascent Safavid regime. Despite the
Safavids' strategic moves, such as establishing
their government within a Sufi religious
framework and securing victories against the
Mongols and Timurids, the Ottomans did not
consider these achievements as significant
threats to their power. Meanwhile, the
Safavids garnered support and legitimacy
through various socio-political, economic,
and religious events.

The Ottoman government strategically
targeted regions of economic and religious
significance, aiming to profit from trade
routes and religious pilgrimages. Areas like
Transcaucasia, with its proximity to the Black
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Sea and the Caspian Sea, and strategic
crossings like Darband and Darial facilitated
connections to the Indian Ocean and the
Atlantic Ocean. Additionally, the fertile plains
and agricultural lands situated between the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, within the borders
of Irag, Syria, and modern-day Turkey,
provided the Ottomans with substantial
economic and religious benefits. Between the
years 1451 and 1606, the Ottoman military
underwent significant reorganization and
modernization. Equipped with advanced
weaponry such as large cannons, the
Dardanelles cannon, and firearms, the
Ottoman military received comprehensive
training, enabling them to become a
formidable force in the region.

Conclusion

During the Safavid period, the Qizilbash were
influential figures in the government, playing
significant roles in the ascension of Safavid
kings. However, after Shah Ismail 1I's removal
of their power, they resorted to deceit and
manipulation to elevate his blind son to the
throne, demonstrating their opportunistic
nature. These events led to the looting of the
Safavid court treasury and marked a period of
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