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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The issue of power is the most important element in the world of politics, and
PP: 395-410 what share of this power women have had in contemporary Iran, and how the
ruling discourse of Iran during the Islamic Republic era has represented the
division of labor in the political sphere, and whether the basis of the division of
political labor is gender. is it or not.. For this purpose, by examining some of the
official and important texts of the discourse of the Islamic Republic, this
discourse has been analyzed and its constituent elements detailed. The political
activities of women in Iran have started since the constitutional period and have
EE'-. E continued their life with ups and downs. During the Pahlavi period, the political

awareness of women in the society was very low and the participations were
often related to certain classes and were ordered from above. There is a
hypothesis that the traditional society of Iran became more aware and more self-
E confident following the growth of public education, that they were able to

accompany a political revolution, and after that, women in the political body of
the society sought to play political roles and challenge the order. Masculine
political structures and power have been the main approach in this study is the
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the past century, concurrent with global
movements advocating for women's rights,
Iran has witnessed developments in the realm
of gender and women's rights. This research
focuses on exploring the interplay between
gender and politics in Iran within the context
of the ideological traditionalist discourse of
the Islamic Republic. The constituents of this
discourse encompass Shiite political theory,
traditional patrimonialism, and opposition to
Western modernity, including pluralism, civil
society, liberalism, and the Enlightenment
tradition. Feminism's emergence, along with
the recognition that the personal is political,
has led to significant transformations in laws,
media, and societal attitudes toward gender
worldwide. This study delves into the concept
of gender in contemporary Iran, revealing new
insights into the feminization of politics
within the framework of the Islamic
Republic's ideological discourse. The key
variables examined include politics, analyzed
through the ruling discourse, and gender,
exploring femininity and  masculinity,
employing a hybrid theoretical approach.

Methodology

The study meticulously analyzes and dissects
the elements comprising this discourse by
scrutinizing official texts, allowing for a
detailed exploration of the discourse's
structure and components. This approach aims
to provide a thorough understanding of the
ideological foundations shaping the role of
women in positions of power within the
context of the Islamic Republic, offering
valuable insights into the intricate interplay
between gender and politics in contemporary
Iran.

Results and Discussion

Recognizing the correlation between politics
and gender in Iran can be analyzed through
three theories: radical feminism, Judith
Butler's theory of sexual performance, and
Foucault's discourse theory. This framework
offers a suitable lens for dissecting the
relationship between gender and politics
within Iran's contemporary power pyramid.
Radical feminism, as a political paradigm
rooted in women's lived experiences and

collective  consciousness, provides an
effective foundation for comprehending
arguments around gender, biological
determinism, femininity, and masculinity. Its
primary objective is to challenge and redefine
these concepts, allowing women and men to
assume diverse roles in both public and
private spheres without being hindered by
traditional perceptions. However, societal
beliefs often solidify masculinity and relegate
femininity to a performative role, perpetuating
gender-based inequalities, with governments
playing a pivotal role in this reproduction.
Gender holds a determining influence on
political rulers and their discourses, with
women historically acting as “identity
makers" for men, shaping their power and
authority. Overall, the intricate relationship
between gender and politics is consistently
shaped by the definitions provided by political
rulers, necessitating a careful examination of
constructive discourses and political systems
for a thorough understanding.

Conclusion

Recognizing the correlation between politics
and gender in Iran can be analyzed through
three theories: radical feminism, Judith
Butler's theory of sexual performance, and
Foucault's discourse theory. This framework
offers a suitable lens for dissecting the
relationship between gender and politics
within Iran's contemporary power pyramid.
Radical feminism, as a political paradigm
rooted in women's lived experiences and
collective  consciousness, provides an
effective foundation for comprehending
arguments around gender, biological
determinism, femininity, and masculinity. Its
primary objective is to challenge and redefine
these concepts, allowing women and men to
assume diverse roles in both public and
private spheres without being hindered by
traditional perceptions. However, societal
beliefs often solidify masculinity and relegate
femininity to a performative role, perpetuating
gender-based inequalities, with governments
playing a pivotal role in this reproduction.
Gender holds a determining influence on
political rulers and their discourses, with
women historically acting as “identity
makers" for men, shaping their power and
authority. Overall, the intricate relationship
between gender and politics is consistently
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shaped by the definitions provided by political
rulers, necessitating a careful examination of
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