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The research, employing the constructivist perspective, delves into the cultural
parallels between the Fili Kurds residing in Iraq and Iran. It evaluates the
geopolitical significance of media in molding their identity and examines its
repercussions on lIran's national security. Employing ethnographic and
historical analysis methods in Irag, the study adopts a qualitative research
approach involving in-depth interviews and thematic analysis. The researcher
gathered limited resources through online communication with Fili Kurds in
Irag and the presence of Fili Kurds in Iran. The statistical population included
17 key informants in the realm of culture and religion among the Elamite clans
and Fili Kurds of Iraq, with data analysis conducted using the inductive
method. Samples were purposefully selected, and information was collected
through field and documentary methods. Thematic analysis resulted in 41
descriptive codes obtained from interviews, and interpretive codes were created
to elucidate the contents. The research delves into the cultural and religious
relationship between the Kurds of Fili Irag and the Elamite clans of Iran,
analyzing various elements of this relationship in response to research
questions. The final findings encompass eight interpretive themes: "marriage
ritual," "childbearing ritual," "mourning ritual for the dead," "mourning ritual
for Imam Hussein (AS)," "holiday rituals," "food style," "writing and speaking
style, and finally, "covering style." These themes revolve around the
overarching theme of "culture,” selected for its ability to absorb other themes,
integrate them, and its theoretical superiority.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Currently, the population of Fili Kurds in
Irag spans from Jalula and Khanagin regions
to Badra, Kut, Numaniyah, and Aziziyeh.
The majority of them reside in Wasit,
Maysan, and Diyali provinces, with some
also living in Baghdad. The estimated Fili
Kurdish population in Iraq ranges from 600
thousand to over one and a half million
individuals. Being Shiites, they provide
support to their relatives in Iran, utilizing
their Philic language proficiency along with
mastery of Persian and Arabic. In Iran, the
Kurdish population constitutes the primary
inhabitants of Ilam Province, residing in
cities such as Ilam, Ivan Mehran, Shirvan,
Cherdavel, and certain parts of Iraq,
including Mandali, Khanagin, and Badra.
The Kurdish language of llam, commonly
referred to as Philly Kurdish, is spoken in
these regions, extending to some southern
areas of llam province and Irag. Recognizing
the cultural and religious similarities between
these groups, enhancing cultural and
economic ties between the two countries can
contribute to regional solidarity and stability.
This research holds significance for radio and
television, offering insights into the culture
and religion of Fili Kurds in lIrag. By
delivering documentary, demonstrative, and
informative programs, this study facilitates
the establishment of transnational cultural
connections among Kurds in Iraq and Iran.
Such initiatives can foster the growth of
cultural and regional relations and showcase
radio and television products in the realm of
transnational media. Building transnational
cultural connections between the Kurds of
both nations establishes a foundation for
economic and political relations, contributing
to the strengthening of unity and solidarity in
the region. Moreover, it elevates cultural
exchanges between the two nations onto the
global stage through international
communication, fostering mutual
understanding.

Methodology

In the current study, due to the researcher's
constraints in employing ethnographic and
historical analysis methods in Irag, a
gualitative research approach involving in-

depth interviews and thematic analysis was
utilized. The researcher acquired limited
resources by exploring online
communication with Fili Kurds residing in
Iraq and the presence of Fili Kurds in Iran.
The statistical population of the research
comprised 17 key informants within the
realm of culture and religion among the
Elamite clans and Fili Kurds of Irag, with
data analysis conducted using the inductive
method. Samples were purposefully selected,
and information was gathered through field
and documentary methods. Ultimately,
employing the thematic analysis method, 41
descriptive codes were derived from the
interviews, and interpretive codes were also
formulated to elucidate the contents.

Results and Discussion

After collecting and analyzing the data, we
employed both descriptive and analytical
coding. Thematic analysis resulted in 41
descriptive codes extracted from the
interviews.  Interpretive  codes  were
subsequently  developed by iteratively
comparing these descriptive codes in the
second phase. The ultimate findings
comprised 8 interpretive themes, namely
"marriage  rites,”  "having  children,"
"mourning the dead,” "mourning Imam
Hussein (AS)," "holiday rituals,” "food
style," "writing and speaking style,” and
"dressing style." These themes are centered
around the overarching theme of "Culture,”
which is proposed as the main theme.The
research findings reveal that in Illam
province, due to its tribal structure, a
significant portion of marriages adheres to
traditional and tribal customs. The selection
of brides is primarily orchestrated by family
elders, and upon the boy's approval, the
information is communicated to him. Some
families take the initiative to present girls to
boys, and upon consent, a formal courtship
ensues. Additionally, non-traditional
marriage practices are emerging, where the
boy initiates the decision-making process,
and upon family approval, a formal proposal
is made. In rural areas, the choice of a wife
typically occurs within and among families,
with love playing a minimal role, and boys
often see the bride for the first time on the
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wedding  day. In  urban  settings, carried out by family elders through
acquaintances are  more  commonly traditional and intra-clan methods, although
established through universities, parties, in some cases, a more modern and external

celebrations, and

religious events. The

matchmaking ceremony begins with the
presence of men from the boy's family, and
the bride's family subsequently shares their
opinions. If an agreement is reached, women
from the boy's family visit the bride to gather
information. If the response is positive, the
subsequent steps are carried out; however, in
case of rejection, the reasons must be
acceptable to the groom's family. According
to field research, maintaining connections
with the family is of paramount importance
among the Kurds of Fili Irag. Throughout the
courting and courtship stages, the groom's
family actively engages with the bride's
family. In a more traditional approach, the
groom's mother and female family members
visit the bride's house without the presence of
the boy. Additionally, in certain families, the
groom's father initiates a conversation with

the bride's father,

and upon obtaining

permission, the groom visits the bride's house
with his family.

Conclusion

Marriage ceremonies among Iragi Fili Kurds
involve 13 descriptive codes. Initially, the
selection of the bride is predominantly
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