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The purpose of the present research is to investigate the position of
Shiism and Shiite imams in the travelogues of the Safavid era. The
research method in this research is descriptive and analytical. The
findings show that the researched travelogues are the first sources
about the Shia religion. Most of these travelogues-writers wrote
these travelogues about Shiism with prejudice or intention.
However, the common feature of this entire travelogue is that,
according to these Orientalists, Shi'ism has a very high place for
Iranians. They have paid special attention to the opinion of Shias
about Imamate and how to choose Imam Ali (a.s.), as well as the
issue of backsliding and Mahdism, and have explained how to
appoint an imam, mujtahid, and jurist and some religious elites
during the backsliding. As they themselves have directly visited
Shia pilgrimage sites such as Mashhad, Irag, or Qom, they describe
these religious places and believe that the construction of these
places is very important for Shiites. They also discuss the
importance of holding Shia religious ceremonies such as festivals
and celebrations, Ashura ceremony, Ramadan and Iranian worships
and ceremonies such as breast-shaking, slapping, chak-chako and
stoning rituals, and charity and excuses for Shiites. They mention
the presence of women in this ceremony with special clothing.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The formation of the Safavid government in
Iran was the most important issue that
occurred in the 15th century, due to its
great influence on the fate of Iran and
global developments. At that time, Iran
witnessed the conflicts and disputes
between the claimants of power, which had
arisen since the time of the Mongol
invasion, and this issue had caused Iran to
remain far from achieving independence
and territorial unity. At this time, the
Uzbeks in the east and the Ottomans in the
west were ruling at the same time, and both
were planning to penetrate into the land of
Iran. It was in this situation that the Safavid
government, by forming and expanding its
sphere of influence to the known borders of
Iran, gave a new life to this country and
established the political and religious
independence of Iran, and this issue caused
national unity in Iran. Since the Twelver
religion became the official religion of Iran,
the Safavid kings paid special attention and
went on pilgrimages due to their conversion
to the Shia religion, visiting the tombs of
the Shia imams, which had a significant
effect on strengthening the political-
religious beliefs of the people towards the
Safavid dynasty. At the same time, travel
and travelogue writing became very popular
among  Orientalists and  Westerners
(Europeans); In such a way that a lot of
European tourists went to the East and Iran.
He considered the first western travelers
who visited the Islamic country to belong to
the 10th century AD/4th Hijri; That is,
when some Christian Europeans went to
Islamic lands with different purposes, such
as studying science or business, among
them, one should mention the French
Gerbert who came to Andalusia to study
and later became the Pope under the title of
Sylvester 1. Of course, these visits were
very limited due to political factors and
were often not written down in the form of
a travelogue. In this period, writings
emerged that can be considered the first
travelogues of the East. Some of these
writings were actually guidebooks written
by European pilgrims for the use of other
pilgrims, and for this reason they were
called "Guidelines". Among the notable

examples of the writings of this era are the
travelogues of Marco Polo, the Venetian
merchant, John Dumandeville, the English
knight, and Udric Dupordnon. At the same
time as the Safavid rule in Iran, guidebooks
became travelogues. During this period,
Western countries tried to open political-
economic relations with the East in some
way, therefore, people with different
missions came from Europe to Eastern and
Islamic countries. The hospitality shown by
Muslim governments to ambassadors and
tourists also provided grounds for frequent
visits by foreigners.

Methodology

The current research is fundamental in
terms of its purpose, descriptive in terms of
the inference method, and qualitative in
terms of the nature of the data. The method
of data collection in this research is library
and documentary; In this way, by referring
to the important published travelogues of
the Safavid era, an attempt has been made
to explain and analyze their texts about the
position of Shiism among Iranians.

Results and discussion

The researched travelogues are the first
sources about Shi'ism and religion. Most of
these travelogues have written these
travelogues about Shiism with prejudice or
intent. Nevertheless, the common feature of
all this travelogue is that, according to these
Orientalists, the Shiite religion has a very
high place for Iranians. They have paid
special attention to the opinion of Shias
about Imamate and how to choose Imam
Ali, as well as the issue of backsliding and
Mahdism, and have explained how to
appoint an imam, mujtahid, and jurist, and
some religious elites during backsliding. As
they themselves have directly visited Shia
pilgrimage sites such as Mashhad, Irag, or
Qom, they describe these religious places
and believe that the construction of these
places is very important for Shiites. They
also discuss the importance of holding Shia
religious ceremonies such as festivals and
celebrations, Ashura ceremony, Ramadan
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and Iranian worships and ceremonies such
as breast-shaking, slapping, chak-chako and
stoning rituals and charity and excuses for
Shias. They mention the presence of
women in this ceremony with special
clothing.

Conclusion
Figueroa's travelogue provides useful

information about Imamzadegan and
Shia religious ceremonies and customs,
the presence of women from different
social classes in mourning ceremonies
and the appearance of women during
mourning, and some Shia customs and
ceremonies. Pietro Delawale describes
the tombs and shrines of imams and
Imamzadegans and describes the
ceremony of Eid al-Adha, the first
decade of Muharram, stoning and other
Ashura mourning rituals. Taverniyeh
believes that the people of Iran, under
the influence of the power and power of
the kings and rulers, give them a sacred
status and believes that there is no king
in the whole world more independent
than the king of Iran. And then he
divides the members of the royal court.
In the description of his observations,
Katef deals with the month of Ramadan
and the worships of Iranians and the
ceremony  of  stoning, similar
processions and other types of
mourning and mourning chaining in the
streets, markets and squares. Adam
Olearius is one of the first people who
paid attention to the Shia belief about
Imamate and Mahdism. He has
discussed in detail about the caliphate
of Imam Ali and three other caliphs
who unjustly took his place. Chardin
also gives detailed information about
Shi'ism and Shi'ism. After referring to
the opinion of the Shiites regarding the
Imamate, he explained how to
determine the Imam. He also refers to

Mahdism and the absence of the 12th
Imam, as one of the basic principles of
Iranian Shiites. V. Chardon also talks
about mujtahid and jurist and some
religious elites. Kempfer talks about the
Shia belief about the existence of twelve
imams and the hereditary nature of the
imamate. He gives more explanations
about Mahdism and the absence of the
Imam in this chapter, and according to
the Shia opinion, he explains about the
emergence and resurrection of Hazrat
Mahdi and the establishment of justice
and justice. He has visited Shiite
pilgrimage places such as Mashhad,
Irag. Kempfer has dedicated a part of
his travelogue to Shiite festivals and
ceremonies. Curry also describes
Iranians' belief in life after death and
learns religious ceremonies.
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Safavid Era
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