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Article Info Abstract

The current research was written with the aim of investigating the economic values
and capabilities of geo-sites in Tarom county and identifying the intervention
priorities. The research method in the current study is mixed (qualitative-
quantitative), with a practical purpose and analytical-exploratory nature. In this
regard, first the geo-sites of Tarom county were identified using interviews and field
observations. In the second stage, using Comanescu's capability assessment method,
the economic values of the geo-tourist areas of the county were evaluated, and
finally, the geo-sites of this county have been prioritized based on their economic
capabilities and using fuzzy network analysis model (FUZZY-ANP) and VIKOR
model of MCDM multi-criteria decision making models. In Comanescu model, the
economic value of a geo-site is calculated based on 5 sub-criteria (access,
infrastructure, number of species and geomorphological features used, number of
visitors per year and economic capability). The findings of the research based on the
Comanescu method show that out of 17 geo-sites investigated, only 5 geo-sites of
Validershit River, Ghezelozan River, Nokian River, Taham-Chavarzag mountains
and Cheshmeh Palangeh with scores of 18.5, 17.25, 17, 16.5 and 15.5 respectively,
are in a favorable situation from the point of view of values and economic
capabilities. The results of VIKOR model have also confirmed the results of
Comanescu, however, the only difference is the change of the status of Cheshmeh
Palangeh from favorable to moderate and the Zajkan River from moderate to
favorable.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, geotourism is known as alternative
tourism in the world, which is a planned and
selective tourism that strengthens the aesthetic
sense and enlightening capabilities. Also,
geotourism includes trends and natural and
cultural forces of a geographic location, and
geographic diversity and cultural heritage are
the foundation of creating geotourism. In the
meantime, geosites are single points that can
be visited by geotourists. Due to the
importance of geotourism as one of the
important types of tourism in the direction of
earning currency and developing the
environment, the purpose of this research is to
evaluate the economic values and capabilities
of geotourism in Tarom (geosites). Tarom
County is one of the regions with high
potential in the field of geotourism. Paying
attention to the tourism industry can be
effective in the economic prosperity of the
city, and since the tourism industry, like other
sectors, including agriculture, does not need
much water and the environmental
consequences of this industry are limited, it
can play a significant role in the balanced
development and economic prosperity of the
county.

Methodology

The research method in the current study is mixed
(qualitative-quantitative), with a practical purpose
and analytical-exploratory nature. In this regard,
first the geo-sites of Tarom County were
identified using interviews and field observations.
In the second stage, using Comanescu's capability
assessment method, the economic values of the
geo-tourist areas of the county were evaluated,
and finally, the geo-sites of this county have been
prioritized based on their economic capabilities
and using fuzzy network analysis model (FUZZY -
ANP) and VIKOR model of MCDM multi-criteria
decision making models. In Comanescu model,
the economic value of a geo-site is calculated
based on 5 sub-criteria (access, infrastructure,
number of species and geomorphological features
used, number of visitors per year and economic
capability).

Results and discussion

The findings of the research based on the
Comanescu method show that out of 17 geo-
sites investigated, only 5 geo-sites of

Validershit River, Ghezelozan River, Nokian
River, Taham-Chavarzag mountains and
Cheshmeh Palangeh with scores of 18.5,
17.25, 17, 16.5 and 15.5 respectively, are in a
favorable situation from the point of view of
values and economic capabilities. The results
of VIKOR model have also confirmed the
results of Comanescu, however, the only
difference is the change of the status of
Cheshmeh Palangeh from favorable to
moderate and the Zajkan River from moderate
to favorable. Therefore, paying attention to
average and undesirable geosites from the
point of view of economic values and
capabilities and strategic planning in different
dimensions can lead to the development of
geotourism and natural landscapes and,
consequently, the economic development of
Tarom County.

Conclusion

Considering the high potentials and
capabilities of tourism, especially the
ecotourism capabilities of the Tarom region
and helping to develop and grow the economy
and increasing income and raising the level of
employment in the region, the development
and expansion of tourism in this region is
necessary and necessary, and more shortfalls
in this The field will cause lagging behind one
of the important fields of economic and
cultural activities in the region. In general,
based on the author's field impressions and
interviews with managers and officials, 17
geosites have been identified in Tarom
County, and these geosites have scientific,
aesthetic, cultural, etc. values. However, from
the point of view of values and economic
capabilities, the condition of most geosites is
not suitable, which can be influenced by the
lack of attention of managers and officials to
the geotourist attractions of the county and the
improvement of infrastructure in these areas,
the creation of suitable ways and means of
transportation to access them, and The
increase in the types of uses in these areas
was mentioned. By removing these obstacles,
it is possible to improve the development of
geotourism in the county with proper
advertising and attracting investments.
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