Quarterly of Geo.disciplinary i . . AT
VOL. 12, NO. 45, Spring 2024 - http://pogra.jrl.police.ir |

‘5{5@3}3 2| 7Y

Investigating the hydropolitical dimensions and indicators of
Iran's border rivers and its effect on the security of border

areasl
Seyed Mehdi Mousavi Shahidi’, Reza Bigdelo®
Received: 10 - 02 - 2024 PP. 1-38 Accepted: 03 - 04 - 2024
Abstract

Background and objective : hydropolitics is the study of the role of water in the relations of
countries at different levels. Meanwhile, border rivers are very important in the hydropolitical
debate due to their importance in the political relations of countries and especially in the
supply of drinking, agricultural and industrial water. With 26 border rivers and the
dependence of about 30% of the country's population on the water of the common watersheds,
Iran is among the countries that are heavily influenced by the hydropolitical developments
and changes of the border rivers. Accordingly, the security of the border areas is more
affected due to being located in the peripheral areas and also the strong dependence on the
water of the border rivers.

Method: This research has investigated the hydropolitics of the country's border rivers,
indicators and components affecting it, as well as risk and strategic indicators, using a
qualitative method and a descriptive-analytical approach, applying Delphi methods and
ArcGIS software in order to draw maps. The data collection method is both library and
internet sources to analyze data descriptively, as well as using the expert community and
questionnaire to screen the indicators and identify the iindicators affecting the hydropolitics of
Iran's border rivers.

Findings: The findings of the research show that the most important security and policing
consequences of hydropolitics of border areas can be found in the environmental, economic,
political, social and cultural dimensions.

Conclusion: The most important hydropolitical consequences of border rivers include ethnic
tensions on both sides of the border, smuggling, joining terrorist groups and ethnic and
political divergence, migration, reduction of agriculture, increase in poverty in border areas
and as a result the increase in crime, increase in the cost of providing security, conflict over
the water, increase in marginalization, air pollution, drying of wetlands, respiratory problems
and environmental destruction in the border areas.
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