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Highlights

e To fully grasp the Orientalist history of Islamic architecture, one can engage with the fundamental components of
the Science of History, which contains these four: historical Reality, Objectivity, Values, and Explanation.

e In Orientalism, the Reality of Islamic architecture is the “Other” of Western architecture and “lacks history” itself.

e In terms of historical Objectivity, Orientalism studies Islamic art and architecture as an “object” with a positivist
and materialist approach.

e In the Value component, Orientalists judge Islamic architecture by “Eurocentric” criteria and consider it romantic,
decorative, and exotic.

e The historical Explanations provided by Orientalists about Islamic art and architecture tend to be deductive-
nomological and essentialist.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Orientalism has played a significant role in shaping the historiography of Islamic art and architecture. While scholars
from various fields, including archacology and art history, have started to explore the history of Islamic art and
architecture after the era of Orientalism, many of their studies continue to rely on the same assumptions, concepts, and
terminology established by Orientalists. This research secks to examine and classify the assumptions of Orientalists
regarding the history of Islamic art and architecture. To facilitate this analysis, a coherent conceptual framework rooted
in the fundamental components of the science of history, or the Philosophy of science will be employed as the
foundation. The choice of this framework is based on two key assumptions: first that the history of Islamic architecture
is a form of History, and second, that history itself is a Science.

Theoretical Framework

By synthesizing the insights of scholars in the philosophy of history, we can conclude that history as a science consists
of four fundamental components: historical reality, objectivity, values, and explanation. Researchers explore perceptions of
reality, which can range from positivist to phenomenological perspectives. The issue of historical objectivity presents
a complex challenge within the philosophy of historiography. This raises crucial questions regarding the accuracy and
validity of historical explanations. Different interpretations of objectivity have given rise to various paradigms within
the social sciences, including positivist historiography, interpretive social science, and critical approaches. In terms of
values, positivists advocate for a value-free science, while supporters of interpretive and critical methodologies contend
that such an approach is neither practical nor beneficial. These differing values significantly influence the selection
and evaluative judgment of historical narratives. Historical explanation can be examined from two distinct
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perspectives: the natural science model and the human science model. Carl Hempel introduced the covering law model,
also referred to as the deductive-nomological model, as a framework for historical explanation. In contrast, thinkers
like Collingwood championed a different approach, approaching history as a human science and advocating the
concept of "re-enactment" of past thoughts.

Methodology

This research belongs to the field of the philosophy of science and aims to provide a logical framework for the
philosophy of Islamic architectural history from an Orientalist perspective. It employs a logical argumentation strategy,
which is well-suited for this type of study.

Results & Discussion

Reality: The concept of Orientalism reflects a historical dichotomy between the East and the West, an ideological
construct that has fostered a pervasive belief in Western superiority. This ideology often homogenizes non-European
cultures, categorizing them as the "Other”. Certain Orientalist scholars assert that the distinctive evolution of Western
art finds no parallel in Eastern art, contending that Islamic architecture lacks history. This perspective is illustrated in
Fletcher's "Tree of Architecture," which often conceptualizes Islamic architecture as essentialist, marked by a fixed
essence that resists the influences of historical, cultural, or temporal change. This characterization stands in stark
contrast to Western architecture, characterized by its self-awareness and dynamic historical development.

Objectivity: as Grabar said, the examination of Islamic architecture is situated within the broader context of the
"Enlightenment project”, which seeks to transform historical inquiry into a modern, scientific discipline. Orientalists,
who studying the east is their profession, typically employ a positivist and materialist framework grounded in
contemporary Eurocentric rationality. This methodological approach often necessitates the classification and
generalization of Islamic art and architecture, as exemplified in the seminal work Description de I'Egypte and various
international exhibitions. The processes of museumification of Islamic art have profoundly influenced the
methodologies adopted within this academic discipline.

Value: The interpretation of Islamic architecture is significantly shaped by the Orientalist framework, which frequently
portrays Eastern cultures as mysterious and perilous. Such portrayals are often enacted through lenses of tradition,
romanticism, and ornamentation, resulting in the establishment of colonial biases and power dynamics within the
academic study of Eastern cultures. Critics argue that Orientalists tend to regard Islamic architecture as mere
decoration, thus obscuring the profound cultural and historical significance intrinsic to Islamic art. The isolation of
Islamic motifs from their cultural contexts often precipitates misunderstandings. Ultimately, the Orientalist framework
positions Islamic architecture as romantic, decorative, and exotic, aligning with colonial ambitions and Eurocentric
values.

Explanation: Orientalism conceptualizes history through the lens of natural science, employing a positivist
methodology to analyze Islamic architecture. This approach aims to validate a singular essence of Islamic architecture
through deductive-nomological reasoning while interpreting Islamic art through an ethnographic lens. Consequently,
this perspective risks reducing Islamic architecture to a static, non-historical ethnic tradition, neglecting the complexity
and dynamism inherent in its historical context.

Conclusion

Ultimately, a rigorous examination of orientalist historiography of Islamic architecture, conducted through the lens of
the fundamental components of science of history, yields the following conclusions:

1. Historical Reality: Orientalism frequently characterizes Islamic architecture as the "Other" in comparison to Western
architecture. This perspective promotes the notion that Islamic architecture is a stagnant object confined to the past,
positioned in contradiction to modern architecture. Moreover, Orientalism portrays Islamic architecture as a
homogeneous entity, neglecting its connections to the historical context in which it developed. Consequently, the
diversity, multiplicity, and temporal dimensions of Islamic architecture are often overlooked.

2. Historical Objectivity: The approach of Orientalism tends to adopt a positivist and materialistic view of Islamic
architecture, treating it as an independent object that exists in the external world. This perspective implies that a
comprehensive understanding of Islamic architecture can be attained.

3. Value Component: The evaluations and selections made by Orientalists regarding the history of Islamic architecture
are frequently anchored in Eurocentric criteria. Such a viewpoint tends to depict Islamic architecture as romantic,
decorative, and exotic, presenting these characteristics as weaknesses in contrast to rationality and historicity.

4. Historical Explanation: The Orientalist narrative surrounding Islamic architecture is characterized by nomological
and essentialist explanations that seek to generalize its features. This narrative is often further defined by an
ethnographic approach, which can lead to oversimplified and stereotypical understandings of Islamic architectural
practices.



Journal of Urban Sustainable Development

Vol. 5, No. 17, Winter 2025, 95-109

In summary, the orientalist framing of Islamic architecture significantly influences its perception and understanding,
both in historical scholarship and contemporary discourse.
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