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Abstract

Context and Purpose: Tourism, as one of the most important sustainable
development industries, creates great economic, social, and cultural
opportunities for megacities and the mother cities of the world. Competition in
the direction of sustainable tourism development, according to the tourists’
needs, should be given importance to planning tourism management and urban
management. In this way, the current research examines the effect of social
progress and economic freedom on tourism demand in countries with different
levels of corruption.

Design/methodology/approach: The statistics related to corruption perception
index, tourism demand, social progress index, and economic freedom index in 79
countries are respectively taken from information banks of Transparency
International, World Bank, Social Progress Index, and Heritage Foundation from
2011 to 2020.

Findings: The effect of the mentioned variables on tourism demand, and panel
data method has been used and analyzed with Eviews12 software. The results of
panel data estimation in the years under review showed the impact of social
progress on tourism demand in somewhat corrupt countries; To some extent free
from corruption and very clean; And the effect of economic freedom on tourism
demand is confirmed in relatively corruption-free and very clean countries.
Conclusion: Since tourism demand is influenced by social progress and economic
freedom, it is necessary to pay attention to social and economic factors for the
continuation and growth of tourism.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Since a long time ago, tourism has evolved
in various forms in human societies based
on the motivation, the principle of travel
and movement. The fundamental change
in tourism can be identified with the
Industrial Revolution, which brought
about a tremendous change in life,
especially in transportation. Today,
tourism activities are considered the
fourth part of human activities after
agriculture, industry, and services. The
sustainable management of tourism seeks
to improve the quality of life of local
residents in tourism areas by optimizing
the benefits of the local economy,
protecting the natural and man-made
environment, and providing Suitable
experiences for visitors. This requires
systematic attention to the technical,
social, cultural, political, economic,
historical, and environmental dimensions,
in moving towards the use of tourist
attractions according to today's needs and
the preservation and sustainability of
these resources for future generations.

2. Research Methodology

This study is quantitative and applied. In
this research, firstly, using the library and
documentation method, statistics, and
information, the theoretical and
experimental bases of the research are
collected, then the collected data are
processed using descriptive and analytical
statistics, and finally, using the theoretical
and experimental bases, The statistical
model and the econometric analysis
method of Hadri, F Limer, Hausman,
Breusch-Pagan  test, LR  variance
heterogeneity, autocorrelation, and finally
fixed effects tests are introduced.
Moreover, using Eviewsl2 software, the
effect of variables related to social

progress and economic freedom on
tourism demand is investigated. In this
research, since the data are of the
secondary data type, all the required
information was collected from the library
method and also from the electronic
information center of the International
Transparency Information Banks to collect
the data of the Corruption Perception
Index (CPI); World Bank to collect tourism
demand data; Social Progress Index (SPI)
site to collect social progress index data;
and the Heritage Foundation to collect
economic freedom index data. Based on
the maximum available information, the
studied countries that have a more
complete time series, including 79
countries, were investigated. Also, the
period of this research includes the years
2011 to 2020.

3. Research Findings

Index of social progress and economic
freedom on tourism demand in completely
corrupt countries; somewhat corrupt;
Somewhat free from corruption; and free
from corruption. According to the fixed
effects pattern of panel data, the
mentioned independent variables do not
have a significant effect on tourism
demand in completely corrupt countries.
In somewhat corrupt countries, the
meaningless economic freedom index and
the social progress index have an
increasing and significant effect on
tourism demand. In countries that are
somewhat free from corruption, the index
of economic freedom and social progress
has an increasing and significant effect on
tourism demand. In corruption-free
countries, the index of economic freedom
and social progress has an increasing and
significant effect on tourism demand. As a
result, the first research hypothesis in
somewhat corrupt countries; It is certified
to be somewhat free from corruption and
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free from corruption, And the second
hypothesis of the research is confirmed in
countries that are somewhat free from
corruption.  Also, the  regression
coefficient showed that economic
freedom is related to social progress, and
among four groups of countries with
different levels of corruption, economic
freedom has the greatest impact on
tourism demand in countries that are
relatively free from corruption.

4. Conclusion

social progress among somewhat corrupt
countries; Somewhat free from corruption
and free from corruption does not have
the same effects on tourism demand in
terms of direction and significance; But we
can generally mention the higher quality of
social progress in somewhat corrupt
countries; Somewhat free from corruption
and free from corruption has caused
tourism demand in this group of countries
to accept a positive and significant impact
of social progress. Therefore, efforts to
improve social progress can increase
tourism demand. The effect of economic
freedom among somewhat corruption-
free and corruption-free countries has a
positive and significant relationship with

tourism  demand.  Regarding  the
meaninglessness of social progress in
completely corrupt countries and also, the
meaninglessness of economic freedom in
completely corrupt and somewhat corrupt
countries, it is argued that economic
freedom and social progress have great
effects on tourism demand, but because
the level of corruption in these countries
is more, the two mentioned variables did
not affect tourism demand.
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