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Abstract

Big new cities have been built around Tehran. This research follows the field
study of the daily life of the residents of the new city of Pardis in the dimensions
and components of the right to the city, and its main purpose is to express and
analyze the main problems and demands of the residents of the new city of Pardis,
which make life in this city difficult or has caused the dissatisfaction of the
residents. The current research was carried out using a qualitative method, and
22 in-depth interviews were conducted with the residents of Pardis city using the
purposeful sampling method. In the current research, Brown and Clark’s (2006)
thematic analysis method was used to code data and find themes and sought to
understand and extract concepts and deficiencies of the rights to the city of the
residents of the new city of Pardis. A total of eight main themes were identified
for the overarching theme of the right to the city in the new campus city, which
is supported by several sub-themes. These main themes include: 1. Difficult public
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transportation, 2. Poor performance of the architecture company in the new city
of Pardis, 3. Cold interaction, 4. Low access to urban services, 5. Inequality, 6.
Urban dependence on the mother city, 7. Density of complexes and empty

houses, and 8. Daily migration of workers. The dependence of the new city of
Pardis on the mother city of Tehran has caused the residents' right to the city to
be divided with Tehran, and the lack of job opportunities and poor transportation
are two very important determinants of the right to the city in Pardis, which have
severely affected the other rights of the residents and has had the most
significant impact on social interactions and has reduced the scope of monitoring
neighbors.
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1. Introduction

The new city of Pardis has been growing
around Tehran for less than half a century
and has attracted the attention of the
citizens of Tehran due to its favorable
climate in the foothills of Damavand. Over
time, this city has turned from a small
place to meet the housing needs of Tehran
into a big city whose population is growing
rapidly, and its residents need urban
services and proper citizenship rights. The
goal of building new cities around Tehran
is to provide cheap housing, along with job
and service self-sufficiency, in such a way
that they do not encourage daily
commuting to the mother city. But the
new cities of Tehran do not have enough
independence in the field of job and
service self-sufficiency and are always
dependent on Tehran metropolis for the
labor market and meeting the needs of
residents. The research of Shokohi et al.
showed that 48% of the residents of
Andisheh city work in Tehran, and 55% of
households go to Tehran to meet their
needs. The majority of rural-urban
migrants have moved to cities for
economic reasons. The difference
between the average rural income and the
income in the growing cities is still a
strong incentive to create a wave of rural
migration to cities in the world’s less
developed countries. The right of new
cities to the mother city and the right of
immigrants, who are all invited to produce
a new city, is very important and vital to
the city, and the lack of access to civil,
social, cultural, etc. rights of immigrants
cause many problems in personal life.

The right to the city, in general, seeks to
take back the control and care of the city
and to use the benefits of the capital's
urbanization. Today, the right to the city
has become the subject of many social
movements and legal reforms around the

world and is a civil and legal demand. The
new town of Pardis is located in a
mountainous region. This city includes
two other parts, Bomhan and Jajrud. The
population of this city is about 73,000
according to the general census of 2015,
and its population growth rate has
increased from 8% in 2010 to 11.3% in 2015;
according to the announcement of Pardis
New City Development Company, it has
grown much more in the last five years.
The city of Pardis has eleven phases or
sections, each providing special features
and conditions for the residents' lives, and
phases 1 to 4 have more access to urban
facilities such as parks, green spaces, and
medical services. Proximity to Tehran (17
kilometers from Tehran), being at the foot
of the Alborz mountains, increasing its
communication routes with Tehran (the
construction of the Tehran-Paridis
freeway and the beginning of the
construction of the Tehran-Paridis
subway), the low price of housing
compared to Tehran, and the extensive
supply and construction of residential
facilities have made the new city of Pardis
a suitable city for immigrants who cannot
buy and rent housing in Tehran.

2. Research Methodology

The current research was carried out
using a qualitative method, and 22 semi-
structured in-depth interviews were
conducted with the residents of Pardis
city, which were conducted in the
residences and businesses of the residents
in different phases of the city using the
purposeful sampling method. The
questions were very responsive and close
to the residents' daily interactions.
People's conversation was both a
description of events in the social
environment and an attempt to explain
them. Verbal behavior includes the
meaning of the social environment.
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Although it is not unlikely that the
statements are wrong or not accurate, the
statements are the interpretation of
people, and the evaluation or description
of people is an important source for
understanding that environment. In the
current research, Brown and Clark’s
(2006) thematic analysis method was used
to code the data and find themes, and it
sought to understand and extract the
concepts and shortcomings of the
residents of the new city of Pardis. The
same method was used to analyze the data.
Content is an extended-phrase or
sentence that specifies what a unit of data
is about or what it means (Saldana, 2015:
266). Thematic analysis is a method to
identify, analyze, and report patterns
(themes) in data. A general guide through
six stages of analysis can be provided for
implementation. In this research, the
themes intended for the comprehensive
theme of the right to the city in the new
city of Pardis were divided into two
categories of main and secondary themes
based on the importance and priority, and
the main themes were based on the
secondary themes, and a subset of the
codes taken from the interviews was
extracted and produced.

3. Research Findings

The main themes that were identified in
the interviews with people, along with
their supporting sub-themes, as well as
parts of the residents' statements that
were very important and constitute the
components of the right to the city, were
separated and analyzed from the
interviews. A total of 8 main themes were
identified for the overarching theme of the
right to the city, which is supported by
several sub-themes. These main themes
include: 1. Difficult public transportation,
2. The poor performance of the
architecture company in the new city of

Pardis, 3. Cold interaction, 4. Low access
to urban services, 5. Inequality, 6. Urban
dependence on the mother city, 7. Density
of complexes and empty houses, and 8.
Daily migration of workers. The sub-
themes of each main theme are given in
parentheses in front of the sentences, and
at the end of the themes, the
comprehensive theme table of the right to
the city in the new campus city is given.

Most of the interviewees mentioned the
weakness of public transportation in all
kinds of ways, and it has had a great impact
on the lives of the residents. It can be
boldly said that the transportation and
movement of people are the most
important problems in the new city. In the
following, the opinions of the interviewees
are summarized. The mobility of people
within the city of Pardis and between the
phases is very difficult, and the public
transportation within the city is very weak.
This weakness also exists when
commuting to Tehran, and it is a major
concern for the residents. Having a
personal vehicle is essential, and without
it, one cannot move comfortably in the city
(there is a strong need for a personal
vehicle). Inside the residential phases and
between the blocks, it is very difficult to
get around, and considering that the
campus streets are mostly steep, people
have to bear the cost of car parking or
snapping because there is no public
transportation in most of the hours
(imposed the cost of car insurance from
Snap or agency). The cost of
transportation for the workers is high; the
campus is occupied by workers, and the
monthly salary of the workers is low,
which does not provide enough money for
SNAP and the agency.

The architecture company of the new
city of Pardis plays a very important role in
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the construction and administration of the
new city of Pardis, and its good and
complete performance is one of the main
rights of the residents of the new city of
Pardis. An important problem that exists is
the sharing and interference of some
responsibilities, works, and urban services
between the construction company and
other departments such as the
municipality, governorate, water and
sewerage and electricity departments,
etc., which confuses the residents and the
responsible department to follow up. It
makes matters unclear and causes a
decrease in the quality of life of the
residents and their work pass between the
departments, and it causes the time-
consuming handling of the problems and
the waste of the residents' time (parallel
departments, confused residents, erosive
handling of requests).

The fact that most of the residents of
the Pardis are employed in the city of
Tehran has caused the campus to be filled
at night with a lot of tired and exhausted
people who leave the city in the morning
and arrive from Tehran at night and are
not in the mood, and this issue reduces the
social interactions and desire to make
demands from the campus (tired and
exhausted employees and not in the mood
to share the campus, lack of nightlife due
to the fatigue of the employees in Tehran,
division of rights between the city and the
mother city, cold interaction due to
employees’ the fatigue from work and
difficult commuting to Tehran, daily
migration of residents).

The main and primary requirement for
living in any place is access to basic urban
services such as suitable housing, water,
and electricity. According to the
interviewee, we have a power outage at
the peak of consumption in phase 8 (power
outage), the Pardis does not have good

facilities (lack of desirable facilities on the
campus), and Mehr housing phases such as
8 and 11 have low access to municipal
services (low access of decentralized
phases to municipal services).

There is discrimination and inequality
between phases due to the fact that some
phases are Mehr housing, and the amount
of property and financial power
determines the type of phase of residence.
Phase 11 and Mehrabad are suitable for the
residence of those who have less money
and a weak financial situation; they are
moving to decentralized phases of the
campus other than phases 1 to 4 and have
fewer facilities and accessibility.

The mother city of Tehran has given its
identity to the new cities around it, and
these cities are generally built to meet the
housing needs of the surplus residents of
Tehran. But now, this branch has become
a big trunk, and the campus has become a
separate city; the rights of its residents
should be considered independent from
Tehran, leading in practice due to the
mediation of the role of jobs and the lack
of sufficient and suitable jobs and urban
facilities. With the quality and weakness of
public transportation, this dependence
has continued.

4. Conclusion

The situation of the right to the city in the
new city of Pardis has special dimensions
because the institution of Imran Shahr
New Pardis is more effective than other
institutions in the field of allocating the
right to the city and attracting the
participation of residents. On the other
hand, most of the residents of the new
cities are immigrants and have a history of
living in the lower city, which has made the
formation of demand groups and popular
participation out of reach. Harvey asks
whose rights have been violated in the city.
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The answer to the current research is that
the rights of residents of non-central
phases and Mehr housing buildings have
been lost more than the rest of the groups.
Services and facilities such as parks,
hospitals and markets are mostly
concentrated in phases 1 to 4, and non-
centralized phases, i.e. phases 11, 9, 5, and
8, are struggling with problems of lack of
access. In the campus, due to the high
slope of the streets, the problems of these
phases are aggravated, and in phase 11,
many building blocks are built side by side
without space for residents to rest and
relax on the slopes of the hills of the
campus, due to the lack of taxi lines.
Residents have to walk the difficult route
between the residential unit and the
supermarkets or bear the cost of parking
their car, and this factor makes vulnerable
groups stay at home. According to the
economic status of the residents, social

interactions and urban mobility have
decreased, and the non-central phases are
mostly Mehr housing buildings; their
residents have a weaker financial status,
which has caused the presence of people
on the streets of these phases to be less.
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