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Abstract

Introduction

Introduction: Good governance is essential for sustainable rural development, promoting
management based on maximum community participation and social values to enhance
livability in various aspects of rural life. As governance theory evolves, competent
governance has emerged as a key focus due to its effectiveness in fostering collaboration
between government and citizens in public affairs management. Effective governance is
achieved when all local stakeholders are involved in policy-making, planning,
organization, implementation, and monitoring processes. Rural areas in the country face
challenges such as population decline, particularly in dry and border regions, impacting
the economic and social fabric of rural communities. This study aims to assess the
impact of competent governance on rural livability in border regions of South Khorasan
province, providing insights into the role of governance in enhancing the livability of
rural villages and ensuring their sustainability.

Materials and Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach and is classified as applied
research. Data collection methods include literature review and surveys. A researcher-
designed questionnaire, validated and tested for reliability, was used to collect data on
good governance (comprising eight indicators with 31 questions) and livability
(comprising ten indicators with 51 questions). Descriptive statistics, correlation analysis,
and multivariate regression were employed to analyze the data gathered through surveys.
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The study population consisted of 93 villages with approximately 10,000 households,
with a sample of 23 villages (6,525 people and 1,801 households) selected based on
population size, location, and distribution criteria. The sample size was determined using
Cochran's formula, resulting in 317 households.

Results and Discussion

Analysis of the research sample's responses revealed that the participation index had the
highest average score (3.11) among the good governance indicators, while the justice-
centered index had the lowest average (2.59). In terms of rural livability, the sense of
belonging to a place scored the highest (3.08), while the landscape index had the lowest
average (2.3). The overall averages for good governance and livability were below
optimal levels, as confirmed by one-sample t-tests. The research findings indicated a
positive impact of all governance indicators on livability, with the accountability index
having the most significant effect (coefficient of 0.719), explaining the majority of
variance in livability. The participation index had the least impact (0.536) on rural
livability in the study area.

Conclusions

The study revealed that governance and livability in the study area were perceived as
suboptimal by the local community, possibly influenced by challenging environmental
conditions near Afghanistan. However, there was a positive and significant correlation
between governance indicators and rural livability, with the responsibility index showing
the strongest correlation and the participation index the weakest. The regression model
demonstrated that all governance indicators positively influenced livability, with the
accountability index having the most substantial impact and the participation index the
least impact on rural livability in the study area.
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