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1. Introduction

Reconstruction is a qualitative change from one state or organizational pattern to another. These changes always
originate from conscious decisions and ultimately lead to changes in spatial patterns and create a new geographical
space. The political reconstruction of space, which is manifested in the management of scarce or power-generating
resources in urban space, including land use management and budget and facility allocation, is among the most
important functional effects of governance in urban space. Political upgrading is the enhancement of a political unit
from a lower political level to a higher level. In fact, this phenomenon is a level of administrative-political
performance that is given by the government to the settlement with more population and the most appropriate access,
within a geographical area. Ardabil is among the cities that have gone through periods of political ups and downs
throughout its long history, but in the contemporary period and before the formation of Ardabil province, this city did
not have a position beyond the center of a small county. The formation of a new province called Ardabil province in
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1993 has been the basis for rapid upheaval and transformations in this city. The aim of this research is to analyze
what has been achieved by upgrading the political status of Ardabil from a county center to a province center, and to
find out how the political-administrative reconstruction of space can affect the intensity and direction of growth of
cities as well as the functions of the city.

2. Methods and Material

This is an analytical-descriptive research based on documentary data. Descriptive statistics methods and Shannon
entropy model are used in data analysis. Also, GIS tools are used for graphical and computational work, and SPSS
software is used for statistical analysis as well. The indicators of the city's economic-physical structure are identified
by studying the research literature. They are categories in two sets of physical structure indicators (5 indicators) and
economic indicators (15 indicators). The urban area of Ardabil city with an area of 6100 hectares is the study area of
this research.

3. Results and Discussion

One of the consequences of the administrative-political upgrade of cities is the increase in the number of government
agencies and organizations and, consequently, the increase in the number of government employees. The number of
government employees in Ardabil city increased by 3.8 times in the years after the upgrade to the provincial capital.
The number of hotel beds and accommodation centers in the provincial capital increased by 11.1 times and in other
cities of Ardabil province by 4.4 times. The number of hospital beds in Ardabil city increased by 10.1 times and in
other cities of the province by 4 times. The number of doctors in Ardabil city increased by 3.9 times and in other
cities of the province by 1.7 times. The number of pharmacies in Ardabil city increased by 2.1 times and in other
cities of the province by 1.9 times. The number of educational centers and the number of higher education majors in
Avrdabil city increased by 1.4 times, and the figure was more than 3.8 times in other urban areas of the province. The
growth of judicial service offices in the provincial capital was 3.3 times and in other cities of the province by 2.7
times. The number of bank branches increased by 3.3 times. With the upgrade of Ardabil city to the provincial
capital, the downward trend in population growth was reversed and a new leap in population growth was formed.
The expansion and development of the city took place in different directions and achieved an entropy of 1.5343,
which indicates that the physical expansion of the city has become more dispersed over time. Finally, another
development resulting from the upgrade of Ardabil city is that the ratio of educational, commercial, administrative,
and military-police land uses to the total uses has increased, and conversely, the ratio of residential, service, and road
uses has decreased.

4. Conclusions

In Iran, despite the centralized top-down management and government system, after upgrading the city from a county
center to a provincial center, what is urgently needed is the formation of a governorate and the establishment of
general offices, organizations, and institutions that are defined in the administrative and governmental system for
provincial centers. The findings of the research clearly led to the conclusion that the attraction of credits and the
development of employment, a large part of which is due to the development of administrative, educational, judicial,
health-treatment and service institutions, have caused the city to become more populated, and in general, the effects
and consequences of development have become more visible in aspects that have been handled by the government
and provincial budgets. In other words, the political reconstruction of the space has not been able to stimulate private
sector investments, and the role of this sector in development has been weak and not very visible. Therefore, it can be
seen that in centralized political systems, the extent and quality of the changes resulting from the political promotion
of places are affected by bureaucracy and the injection of budgets and credits that take place on the occasion of the
promotion of places
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