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ABSTRACT

ARTICLE INFO

In contemporary times, with urban expansion, the growth of construction, and
improvements in physical infrastructure and living conditions, historical areas
of cities have lost their significance in the collective memory of people due to the
deterioration and declining physical quality of buildings. The consequences of these
developments include the destruction of urban and cultural landscapes and the loss
of collective memories. Revitalizing these spaces and structures, as well as integrating
historical and modern functions, can play a vital role in their regeneration and vibrancy.
Heritage and cultural landscapes are invaluable assets of any region, formed within
a natural context and maintaining continuous interaction with the environment.
These landscapes comprise a combination of natural and human-made features,
reflecting a long-standing relationship between humans and their surrounding natural
environment. A heritage landscape is a geographical area where natural and cultural
features intertwine with historical events, activities, and human individuals or groups.
This study investigates and explains three key approaches related to the revival of
heritage landscapes and emphasizes the necessity of integrating these approaches due
to the specific characteristics of the research site. The aim is to develop an effective
method, strategy, and solution for the restoration and recovery of such heritage
landscapes and their natural context, with the goal of applying these principles to the
heritage landscape of the Dukouhak Caravanserai in Shiraz.

Highlights

—  The study focuses on strategies for revitalizing the historical urban landscape surrounding the
Dokouhak Caravanserai in Shiraz, emphasizing a combined approach to ecological, cultural, and
historical restoration.

—  The Dokouhak Caravanserai, a Safavid-era relic, faces neglect, environmental degradation, and loss
of cultural identity, requiring immediate conservation efforts.

—  The research proposes an integrated framework combining three key approaches: Historic Urban
Landscape, Sustainable urban regeneration, Comprehensive landscape restoration

—  Key interventions include raising local awareness, restoring ecological balance, safeguarding cultural
symbols, and developing sustainable tourism infrastructure.

—  The proposed framework aims to transform the caravanserai and its surroundings into a dynamic
urban hub that reinforces historical identity, improves quality of life, and promotes cultural and
ecological sustainability.
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Introduction: The rapid urban expansion and modernization of cities in recent decades have often
marginalized the historical and cultural significance of urban heritage sites. These transformations have
led to the degradation of historical urban fabrics, diminishing their physical quality and severing their
connection to collective memory. Historical urban landscapes (HULs) embody the interplay between
natural and human-made elements, preserving cultural identity and historical narratives. The Dokouhak
Caravanserai, a Safavid-era structure located in Shiraz, Iran, is a prime example of such a heritage site.
Registered as a national monumentin 1998, the caravanserai currently suffers from neglect, environmental
degradation, and functional obsolescence.

This study addresses the need for an integrated approach to revitalizing the Dokouhak Caravanserai and
its surrounding landscape. By combining three key approaches—historic urban landscape, sustainable
urban regeneration, and comprehensive landscape restoration—the research aims to develop actionable
strategies to restore the site’s ecological balance, cultural significance, and functionality. The research
focuses on identifying key challenges, analyzing the site’s potential, and proposing solutions to enhance
its role as a dynamic urban and cultural hub.

M aterials and Methods: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology to assess the
revitalization potential of the Dokouhak Caravanserai. The research process involves the following
stages:

Data Collection:

- Literature Review: Examination of theoretical frameworks, including UNESCO’s Historic Urban
Landscape (HUL) approach and contemporary studies on urban regeneration and landscape
restoration.

- Archival Research: Analysis of historical records and documentation related to the Dokouhak
Caravanserai.

- Site Analysis: Field surveys were conducted to assess the caravanserai’s current physical, ecological,
and cultural conditions, focusing on strengths, weaknesses, and areas of intervention.

Analytical Framework:

- A multi-dimensional framework was employed, integrating historical, ecological, and socio-cultural
perspectives. The analysis included:

- ldentifying cultural and historical values embedded in the site.

- Evaluating ecological conditions such as vegetation, soil quality, and water management.

- Assessing urban integration and accessibility to ensure functional relevance.

Design and Strategic Planning:

Using findings from the analysis, the study developed an integrated approach to revitalization. Proposed

strategies were evaluated for their feasibility, sustainability, and impact on community engagement.

the Dokouhak Caravanserai:

Challenges:

1. Physical Degradation: The caravanserai’s structure exhibits significant wear and damage, with parts
of the building at risk of collapse.

2. Environmental Issues: The surrounding landscape is heavily polluted and suffers from loss of
biodiversity.

3. Cultural Disconnect: The local community has limited awareness of the site’s historical significance,
leading to neglect and misuse.

4. Urban Marginalization: Encroaching urban development and lack of proper planning have isolated
the site, reducing its functional relevance.

Opportunities:

1. Cultural and Historical Value: The caravanserai is a unique example of Safavid-era architecture,

Findings: The analysis revealed several critical challenges and opportunities for the revitalization of
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offering significant potential for heritage tourism.

2. Ecological Potential: The site’s location within a semi-natural setting presents opportunities for
ecological restoration and sustainable development.

3. Community Engagement: Revitalization efforts could foster community pride and provide socio-
economic benefits through tourism and cultural activities.

4. Integration with Urban Fabric: Strategic planning could reconnect the site with Shiraz’s broader
urban network, enhancing accessibility and functionality.

Discussion and Conclusion: The study emphasizes the importance of an integrated approach to

revitalizing historical urban landscapes. For the Dokouhak Caravanserai, a three-pronged strategy

is proposed:

Ecological Restoration:

- Rehabilitate the site’s natural environment by restoring native vegetation, improving soil quality,
and managing water resources.

- Address environmental pollution and implement sustainable practices to enhance biodiversity.

Cultural and Historical Preservation:

- Restore and conserve the caravanserai’s architectural features, ensuring structural stability and
aesthetic integrity.

- Recreate lost cultural narratives through interpretative signage, exhibitions, and community
programs.

Urban Regeneration:

- Develop the site as a multi-functional space, incorporating cultural, recreational, and tourism-
oriented activities.

- Improve connectivity with Shiraz’s urban fabric through transportation and pedestrian-friendly
pathways.

By implementing these strategies, the Dokouhak Caravanserai can be transformed into a vibrant

cultural and ecological hub, contributing to the quality of life for local residents and attracting visitors.

The integrated approach not only preserves the site’s historical and cultural values but also promotes

sustainable urban development.

The findings of this study serve as a blueprint for similar revitalization efforts in other historical urban

landscapes, emphasizing the need for a holistic understanding of ecological, cultural, and urban

dynamics.
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and declining physical quality of buildings. The consequences of these developments
include the destruction of urban and cultural landscapes and the loss of collective
memories. Revitalizing these spaces and structures, as well as integrating historical
and modern functions, can play a vital role in their regeneration and vibrancy. K

Heritage and cultural landscapes are invaluable assets of any region, formed within

a natural context and maintaining continuous interaction with the environment. | Heritage Landscape
These landscapes comprise a combination of natural and human-made features, | Landscape Revitalization
reflecting a long-standing relationship between humans and their surrounding natural | Historical Sites
environment. A heritage landscape is a geographical area where natural and cultural | Caravanserai
features intertwine with historical events, activities, and human individuals or groups. | Dukouhak Shiraz

This study investigates and explains three key approaches related to the revival of
heritage landscapes and emphasizes the necessity of integrating these approaches due
to the specific characteristics of the research site. The aim is to develop an effective
method, strategy, and solution for the restoration and recovery of such heritage
landscapes and their natural context, with the goal of applying these principles to the
heritage landscape of the Dukouhak Caravanserai in Shiraz.
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Highlights

—  The study focuses on strategies for revitalizing the historical urban landscape surrounding the
Dokouhak Caravanserai in Shiraz, emphasizing a combined approach to ecological, cultural, and
historical restoration.

—  The Dokouhak Caravanserai, a Safavid-era relic, faces neglect, environmental degradation, and loss
of cultural identity, requiring immediate conservation efforts.

—  The research proposes an integrated framework combining three key approaches: Historic Urban
Landscape, Sustainable urban regeneration, Comprehensive landscape restoration

—  Key interventions include raising local awareness, restoring ecological balance, safeguarding cultural
symbols, and developing sustainable tourism infrastructure.

—  The proposed framework aims to transform the caravanserai and its surroundings into a dynamic
urban hub that reinforces historical identity, improves quality of life, and promotes cultural and
ecological sustainability.
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