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At the beginning of the revelation (Arabic: Js;/,
Romanized: al-nuztl) of the Holy Qur’an, men
in Hijaz (Arabic: jiz=/) were allowed to marry
(have a permanent marriage in) an indefinite
number of women without respecting their
rights. However, in the ninety_second chapter
revealed (Arabic: st An_Nisa’; meaning: The
Women), men could marry a maximum of four
women, provided they observed justice;
otherwise, they could only marry one woman.
Given the wisdom of the gradual revelation of
the Qur’an, the question arises: What pattern did
the active role of the Holy Qur’an play in
establishing this limitation during its revelation?
An examination of the wise aspects of the
Qur’an’s revelation and the significance of a
gradual approach in cultural transformations
necessitates an investigation of this issue.
Analytical Examination of Various Evidence
Shows: The Holy Quran institutionalized this
limitation in three stages: Stage One: A wise
silence in response to the prevailing culture,
aiming to revive women'’s status and establish
the desirability of marriage through the Prophet’s
practical  example  (Arabic:  &adl  §pd)
Romanized: Al.Stra al-Nabawiyya, prophetic
biography). Stage Two: Prohibiting new
marriages for the Prophet salla llahu ‘alayhi wa._
‘alihi wa_sallama in siirat al_.Ahzab (Arabic:
o1~¥, meaning: the confederates, or “the clans”,
“ﬂ{gcoalltlon”, or “the combined forces”). Stage
Three: Limiting the marriages of believers as
stated in siirat an_Nisa'. In this process, the first
two stages set the groundwork for realizing the
third stage.
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