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The presence of disbelievers among the People of the
Book or Ahl al_Kitab (Arabic: < fs), particularly the
Jews, is observed in the context of the causes of revelation
(Arabic: Js, Romanized: al-nuzil) associated with strat
al_Kahf (Arabic: <, lit.: the Cave) and some of its
narratives, such as the story of the owner of two gardens.
Researchers also interpret ‘Hizbain (Arabic: xsz~) in
verse 12 as referring to the Jews and Christians.
Furthermore, references to eyents such as the Companions
of the Cave (Arabic: </ wit=s] Romanized: *Ashab al.
Kahf) and 7Dhu 1_Qarnayn (Arabic: .«si,&1,5), which bear
the influence of Christianity and Judaism, strengthen the
hypothesis of the presence of the People of the Book
among the audience of the surah (the gha{)ter%. This is
while most commentators (Arabic: ds plural: Arabic:
Jy s romanized: mufassirtin) consider surat al-Kahf to
be Meccan and do not believe in the presence of the
People of the Book in Mecca; thus, they attempt to justify
these tafsirs (Arabic: s English: explanation), events,
and reasons and causes for revelation. The present study
aims to identify the audience of the stirah with the help of
historical reconstruction methods. To this end, it first
determines the date of this sirah by using the implications
of the verses, historical accounts, its posifion in the lists of
revelation, and the perspectives of commentators. The
result of this dating establishes the revelation of strat al.
Kahf coingiding with the Prophet’s journey to At.Ta'if
(Arabic: ks lit.: The circulated or encircled) in the
tenth year of his mission (10th year of Bi‘tha or the the
10th year of the beginning of Prophet Muhammad’s
mission). The audience fproﬁling of this siirat also
indicates the presence of commonalities between the
audience of strat al_.Kahf and the inhabitants of Ta’if,
which includes not only polytheists but also Christian and
Jewish people. The events of this siirah, the reasons and
causes for revelation, hapax legomenon, borrowed
vocabulary, the context of the siirah, and historical reports
support this conclusion.
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