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Experience has shown that, in addition to addressing long-term
goals such as technology transfer, establishing a production
chain, and ensuring safe oil production, it is crucial for oil-
owning governments to increase their share in each contract to
achieve greater profits. The criteria for determining the share of
parties in domestic field contracts are primarily financial,
technical, or legal. However, according to the authors, in
unitization contracts, additional factors—such as regional
conditions, the capacities of the parties, and approaches to risk-
sharing—also play a significant role. The findings of this
research, which adopts an analytical and applied approach,
indicate that Iran has considerable strengths in negotiations
related to share determination, which, if leveraged, could help
offset technical and financial limitations.
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Introduction

From past to present, partnership contracts in the oil and gas industry
have primarily focused on financial structure and share division
among involved parties. Political, economic, and environmental
incentives have posed significant challenges, prompting diverse
responses within various contractual frameworks in the industry. The
primary question posed in this article is whether factors beyond
technical, financial, and legal considerations—such as unique
geographical, social, and political characteristics—impact the
determination of shares. These contextual factors may vary by region,
adding complexity to share determination in cross-border oil and gas
fields.

While recent research has largely explored financial regimes in
domestic integration contracts, this article takes an international
approach, addressing the unique criteria for share determination in line
with international law. One of the study’s core contributions is its
examination of how each country’s share in a shared field's production
should be determined, an area typically overlooked in depth beyond
technical and legal analyses. This study’s holistic approach
incorporates Iran's particular capacities and emphasizes a broader
perspective on share determination.

The study is organized into two main sections. Section One
provides an overview of Iran's legal framework on shared fields and
relevant legislative measures, while Section Two offers an in-depth
analysis of the factors influencing share determination in integration
contracts.

Methodology

This article utilizes a library-based study to gather information and
identify existing challenges, supplemented by a comparative analysis
of sources. The study aims to propose solutions that account for
geographical, economic, and political conditions. The authors argue
that combined and comparative methods lead to more accurate and
effective outcomes, benefiting from the insights of other researchers
and case studies.

Conclusions

The study concludes that understanding the factors determining each
party’s share in shared resources is critical to protecting national
interests. This requires strategic legislation by decision-making
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bodies. A particular challenge lies in quantifying both technical and
non-technical criteria influencing share determination, which demands
high expertise and a comprehensive view of contractual dynamics.

An additional challenge is the consideration of future market
value. The rise of renewable energy could reduce the strategic value
of hydrocarbons, potentially rendering traditional energy policies
outdated. Beyond economic value, oil’s impact on political and
regional relations underscores the importance of re-evaluating
policies on shared fields, factoring in not only economic interests but
also regional and security priorities. This perspective should
encourage swift revisions and updates to policies governing shared
resources.

Acknowledgements

The author considers it necessary to extend their gratitude to the
esteemed professors of the Oil and Gas Law Department at the
Petroleum University of Technology, as well as to the honorable
reviewers, for providing their scholarly and constructive feedback.

Funding
The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship,
and/or publication of this article.

Declaration of conflicting interests
The author diclares no potential conflicts of interest with respect to the
research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.

This article is an open-access article distributed under the
terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
(CC-BY) license.



YOFA-TAY 3 S 501 L 63}0‘ é’b ot
Vooslad Vv ooy
VEY ool 5 Jle Homepage: https://jrels.ut.ac.ir

L1 b pew mai 40 AT Wl Jolgs o> Julxi
Ol 1039 Cundg 9 3 503 b I sl ol (5 jlwax LY

S -C AIIRVESN LIER PR PRV

bl L olpl s i o olSitily (s b Bl g Gois 09,5 Wbl (ki )lS gy )
mojavad.bakht@gmail.com

1eblly L olpl g b i oK (s i Bl GBgcds Ggis 09,5 boliul 1 stus odiuagi ¥
m.afshari@put.ac.ir

ase  dlie Sledbl

Sl 4 095, 3 e colo slacdsy (ol 4ol cul ools L ayo0 :Wlio g4
ot ¢ lio cuily s A By dbul «ysld JUl smmen desily g Ul

g Dgws 4y ey o 9 A0)18 12 13 008l phe 3 YU )l (o0L

s ¢ 31> pdle 4 basye gladlsylB 10 )b phaw s glS Mo Ll .
edl s &0

Sodsli 3 sty A 4 Lo s by 8l Ao e

bylps aile (6,55 d)lse SMo cpl 938 S yidio (pdbe (gilodn LS NI P RT

b ool opl doni WPk S punadl 5950 9 )b (slacud )b ilate VY Gl T

slcud s lul jeiS & Canl Lo pl Blis (g20)5 § Jdow 5,0, HEYJRY &0

blagl @ el 4295 g0 ) 45 )15 a0 bogaye ST 53 YL \Z;:‘bf‘ Y;
29l sty |y (658 was ol em e piyillan bl DT

VF-Y ol e VY

:thj,g 4.,:15

g 3lodz LS ol 1,8

ot o g 55 Jelge gols oo (VY liasl 5 les) Lo yteses o yLidl Dlgmdeste o s jkisu 5Ll
V= VR(O) Ve G lllhe Clpl okg Cundy p 3505 b Sptde (uile (giludny by sl F b
http//doi.org/10.22059/JRELS.2025.366874.541

By © -ohprg oKy ol L] Ao 1yl



https://jrels.ut.ac.ir/
https://orcid.org/0009-0003-6888-6194
https://orcid.org/0000-0000-0000-0000
mailto:mojavad.bakht@gmail.com
mailto:m.afshari@put.ac.ir

O (oLl Loy dazo o 5Lty g daro /.. 5 pbo s i 40 SISy T ol ol Jkni

A0NR0
S S5 aS ol L;Jb)])lé u,d).lo PESREVEL gL nLZleD)‘)B L'):’.‘ Cound u")")“i")""""
sl el olate (golaidl 5 wluw (slao WSSl 3939 35y 0 Hlaubiay d3)l)3 Jlo pllss
Foe 0k e o 0 (2B &5 il ond (55 Jlo (Boi> 55UsS slapadls
SaylE Byl jeuiS Cuwd > lodipy S Slgs o b yadls cpl 5l plaS e &S Sl U sites
oo S Blgin & C8L g e |y (65503 Jelge (B cato @l (B 5 Jle
Sly Syuio glie colo laygdS 5 ailaio o (o9 g polb &5 (ol Tdl S50 (d)b
s S ko glio g U ygiS plo 4 preni B g conl ol

A5 Ly S e e Bgi> cobe sy 2 535 ke Slillae 3] clals )
Goa> ohlbicalo jI (S Gldllas dygbuwd .l oud Sldsa 3yl ¢ 590 LIS 5 olo
O B 9cds Syhe plie (giloda)lSy (B> Jluw? Gozmen (glie b SVl g
d 65Ul 3 gl Syl mlie (gilodn LS &l nl gp0d8 55 Bly sl oS ol
GBI Jlemen i mlie (gilwds LSS gladly )8 it pBea® o «lpl a5 gbaolyyl,8
odbe (Boi> Plue p con 3 yed (Ve lgie & drgi b &S Cunl €lpl Boi> LI
Lol ol jS0leg dia Jlidl o o5 cul 5w glaob)ld cuyemme b A3 S e
oglite MalS' )5 oyl 1 g 0392 98 Aiz b 93 (2 S ke (oles 950 Alio Lol g guige
51 S e ol dalllae day] ol a5 a0 Ui ladns ple 588> )y Candl
§ b g s 5 ol 15 pie b by o olSon & g8 3ol i
e (gl 1y ygus SloddisS b & B atun g jl i opl @dlgys ol asla S cuily
S ELy Gl o)lipl JWda wss (5)8en pl & bilo ()5S STL 5 a0l Cawd dioj plyd
s i ol b sMllia il 6,503 o WYL bl Sl 6ok 5 355 i
G laas & Jlalloy Bois slais Sl )b 53 B gcds S e pales Sl ()l e e
2 3SB L oy ot 655 50 B S yide cpals jl Al cuily > Alis 4 ol

1. Unitisation = unitization
ST Ls) 5 odljcun 55— len A3 8 5 (sl ye Bl ¥



1PV bl g jlg o) oyl i)+ 0,90 o 55 ] God> lefllo ¥

B9 slate 1 0ol (slaaidyr 3 ped sl pod ) (Blas  pgiz o)l St (e
Pilpe 990 4 Jlo g I)]8 Boi> oS Iyl didg a4 Jloyd fcanl Jlollipn
g Glise )9S o mre e 8558 (Sl 2Slnoile g e d)lse S (S
(ool 0Ad oy (o> g (B oy p 4 Coledyd b odds (BlSSge (9T oS Cunl (lise
O E9090 4 ol Blyd 5 (B8 ¢ Beinlyh oSS Limgly cnl slasygly ) 4SS
dlyonls sl Glpl )9S slacudyl & a2 L g Giluises BB b o] oy g ot
pllas j> S yidio (pdlie diniin 5)L)d zuud el 5l das 9 00,8 punl odos yiu 93 & 1y Bud>d
o NI8,8E Jalse () pis) diajonlys 485 plonl 59l lalidl g ol Bgi>
D)5 ol gy el g @l ©pgoa ) (ped i) ilwar S sbooly)l)d 55 poe

a1 39 O (B9 Lundt 9 S oo oo o)
o )9S (o Spidie (il g (S Syide (p3le & Glaie Sl S yide (ke
P9> £ o 9)d19) (658 b Szmn 9 Lol b S yide ple 5l 5l 00 890
laad (sloypiS o o ool oS3l 2y50 8 gy o g3 B 5 e
)9S cunSls cov ol b (S e I s g cwl ol plul dgus usd
cos ol J) oty & polizds ) @y sl I e il ) J1E aluas
Slisey oo (] Yoome Cawl jhad ConSls cov K5 iy 5 ol caeSls
2 sl Jodomy (Jgl 4 Cunas 45 pg3 3)50 D98 00 pll (gjye dg0> o8 dabicddlg
sledl ol a4 cond wluen jguiS 45 o &ly lodgize jd (e &S w8l o slasl Al
0 8)lyd o yaudS o D990 gl &S Cuwl b cpl & cls pl (Sao )b cuS
oyt Doy 2eie (sl il ol il 5 1o (5 S5 ilie & chiiBlio 300
g b sladiloy jg) gadge oS )1 lae (TFY YR8 (syd) 235 o0 @lie el 5l ()l
sl 3)90 el 5l Slaigas cunl CugS g Gl ys (ol o SHBT 550

@y & Canl dluan (loyeiS b s S jite cpobe gl adlaie Yoz 55 oyl
P S i cpdle S Dewl gladhio U8, L WSKuds 0By 15,0 (cpole opl il el

5 ool Ol Sload aBly L lads 5 4 dia )Se)ne claglie oS pde pdle ol Cunss &ued )
pgd &twd )l J1)8 atwd cpl ) liwye 5 CogS hlel clas Glad glayeiS b S iie (655 5 a5 e 035lsd
S99 0d Mgi gzl e 3y o Jlw slias a8 € puica» glrols (ol (lpl 0y 5 i Sy (poke



Vo slisl Loy dazmo 5Lt Slyziaro /.oy b ot et 50 IS5l Jolpe pole fudi

ol 4 Sl des Jlez 4 S5 g Lt (S WEA Jlo 5l 9l sie YO 51 i
Sl Es590 3855y 5 pelie Cuenl il 4 Liten L dadg yled bl yiiy cul
e yis 3 i Gt b by 5 ke il 1 (S 53 5] tewl iS5
Syuie be b bape 0lg8 5l (gelaie (gaaied malypey 51055 0 muindy S yide
loasbicdblos 4y oo lgd wndg ol J15w Sl 2 1) ol plgie g <))
1) P 08 b i il ple Colgyd g dmws Aol (iled wads Wasd

9o 0Ll aganad ool 5l Sopo 53 0o il laggsge 4 laidla,

43993 (il 30 I puino 0k .Y .Y

Sydo ool I Al ibpepre @ Gigts Gln S GPE e Slosea (S
Gy ol 5 b O lig sl Syt sle wel)d 5 Mg Sl 03ig 5 LPS e el
Lvgw d> g Bl 45 (g3)lge L0 51 M )F Gls dw o Jlo 3 45 54 VWA B VYAS
gloel wul o] ) aige by > Caglyl 5 Syite ool gaoge 4 Sl
b e €@l Wy jeome Al S yidio (il gwdYL slaz b (gl SOl lawgy Mg
8Ly Ll 4235 198 (o) 1 cand TR Jlo dadgy (58 Bunlgesle S 8y <>
Amd Coglel ) S e

S yte opbe |y paw Eed ol olie ] et Al o) Sl 4 o] 3 S e cubil lsle
Lo 2l s Sy o] > ol 5 ol 45 el 5l 5 e e ] e €5 aimsm ST 55550
OloygdS 3y 5 & Mt o oS e (33ls o & ] e Jlaby S e lie cpl Mo ) a4 K05
i Sy ol ) liiaS )5 g olpl &5 cal € J 28 lase da gl o Sere 9 3550 13

YA Jlo d305) (958 VO By €» a0y L)

25350 4 (65, s gllasl @ o HLB) 3 wlie oo SINYAY Lo 3 25500 0303 ojla] Jole (slacSSl 4 ¥
SVl iy bk Gly (H9pe (egee Gl g Gol (opad slagise (S el s S el
Sboly slsl g b bl qupo Glil slisl)yd olyan S5 yglaer 5 Siie (ke Coglyl L 59
O3 )3 de3g0 g cuSlle Wl e g bayd 8 pBBD gl b (egad

2 1 alo s sslatons Sl (g9 g b 3950 03 o3lal baysd Al (g <555 G 31 s S ljs 4 ¥
obty i )3 plopes ik 2 )b 51 (Juymisi)l €8 )lie 3yl laml 4 cuns St s gyl L B geds lag b
Gl Joxe 51 € 05 gt gl (sl 33 5 bl €312t e by Sy (00 ool ) 3l
S o8l Jlo plan Ggae pl)l &) Cuns (p3ls plon 35



1PV bl g jlg o) oyl i)+ 0,90 o 55 ] God> lefllo A

gl (g8 39 S o 3k .Y .

3l oalizal (gl p5Y liges 2l oS piiha cpolia 48T L 9 (g0 ply p185 i
AP rt ogee S 9 ol 5 ogad ie (S sbraly g bewd b
Bgcds pobe (CeSlle &) (gloyosee 5 Wy «SBLiST clacld > (gl aleyw (sl
“dlo s (gladly )l )8 dlaal 83l] (paey &by ol YA 3o €@ a2 Yy ) cip) S e (pdlio 03194
oo 5l S alop sladinsn cabypil  bypie (2)6 2Hod eS8 L )l
2 & Gl (93190 (St (Jg) &by o8 Baslyerle Y bpas € ai) Syidie (pale SlaJg
ol bled dnwgs doliyy uiled

dgu> Wi s ALCEdgo 4O I puino (Ol Y

slin cuSlle Slolid p nw 45 gles pd dpds maod chddbcdilys yuiy M,
5 b ggien (1) Cald) b ja 1y )byt 5 S50 dg2se Syide e p ed)b
L oloyaiS sladobcddlae wimd o &l)) Sba,Kal) buy o (o)l pome (NeSs 5Ly
S i G el )5 & o3 4 Bpo gl oy iz 286 s (oS
5 WA b g ol 0 B Joliis (6550 bt el dabicdblye gl ¥ 8ol wiile
OB ¥ ole ale calols o] 3 oy yis Cusgion slp M, 8U (lalold Cpus coles
5 olpl om oBOM sgae waos g oyl 5 )b 2l ceeSl dsbeddls
OFFY caabcddlyn o ¥ a3k) 13103,5 o VWY (63 grm )l o

o198 Pl 40 S puio (Ol Y
0B > Glgiee ) Syide uole 81y Sl Slageal (p5hde 9 (nere Sl (R
b sl ol 3 IS el 5,8 samlie VAN Came e & ljs Sllisl 5 iyl
o9ty (2B g (B3I SSley 5 S Aoy L 8 lie dlax il (631)] )5 i slagSl
3o oo jlre w0liciluo Mg cnilse Cale) by i 50 denge I8 gcads cuSle i
g o> caby g welaskinl g (g)bl Glollys dlesjl 1) olajliel o (v 83k «ch s pows 252)

B3 i b5 B 9 0 ol Sy b 5 Sllae (5l Sinle by & Camd & 3,5 aialg3 b8 b )
Aol Juols

Slazel )3 5 ¥ Bole > dsgyuiie (g0 b 3l e dall (i 4 sldilate 31 3 a8 Wl e Cdblee b b I Sy Y
el 51 o 31 oo Sl Alanges b 5 Ly 385 (i Sllas ol dbgpe Canmo (5l 2l 5 o L
A5 lgd (608 oiluil 60500l (g ye bad 5l oS he dilaie 0,5



1 o Lidl Loy damo o syl Slgztomo /... b pbo preus i 3 15T ol pole kni

Coley 4l pas (1 83k) (5548 Cladd Cypde (g Sl cole) (el (ol Ll
EDlolas Sobig] Coley bbb 5 i iy aub b SEscds Syide opobe RS 5
Cl g by Slpl )b e 85 JBle (e L] (1 Bl plpl s (o e85
83lo ¥ 8ym) S yidio (pdlee yd odlaiwl Dy90 Y (gl (503 @liliol 9 (V) sole K 5yas)
And e polazsl ol 4 (1

3 e g oy Slpene 2 4T 5 drg pf)h o dmde (Lt YL 3)lge (sangen
dy90 ))34\.»).@99.@ Ggy8 g |).’>u 4‘_).9...4.4.@ ).ol e u‘9&4¢ alf@.h é.,l.m U”] cnj)m u).)L.p
SxSmeal sl @ 9 S Jbone)d 9 )Lt el pllas g 0350 IS (el s
ol 03415 0 400 pE2s

S 3wa sy 310 515 33 (wd sb e omsd . F

e ly o9 Jles 0By (loye e @l I Rty gy Synde (pdbe (s> (sloyguiS
Ol Gilwar )l slrasbicdblae B )5 (gyldy0 e 9 SLLST > cS)lie o (55K
5 Cauns (S blad cpl jll Gyo Lol (5 va0 (bbbl 5 odljun) AiS o lpl S i
Ol & cwl pY Claalds 4 ey @l GYsb e piline (il LS
S GlaiSS il Byl g o ie ooy g o pllss o w0l |y ol o nke
2 bl e o B> Sl g LSy Slde o olsd 50 08 g ol 4wl
o0 ! oy oo JlaS 4 g o dimio ol o pdaw )0 &S Canl (gilwds LSS (sbaoll,8
il oldad Gl GBAL ohew 8BS pend caskad o slasl (o diags glappSephe &S
)b Cuslgd (555l g (Slles ¢ darlpd g Candg ya 53 (M AT gt SLBLL 5 )
bloe Bliaie g 4Wsle mrudl 5 @lie ool jl a6yl 000 Sl ol p3Y (oplply 2l
Boirl g Gl pels (IS loygaS bl 4 a2 L g s |y Lo (Sl oy
g 53 ol bolse g o e £3090 Sli) 08 My s o 0 B0 beloe 4y
LS (S ol o 4 39)5 5l B sl (65908 90 Ao (5iludz LSy (slasls)l 3
el 81y ol s o Fare

S o 3o (5 3lrder S5 31315 .0

S s yose yobieds Slew b Slles soly G lgieas LT IS o sod saiad L



1PV bl g jlg o) oyl i)+ 0,90 o 55 ] God> lefllo 18

e 5l da Mg g dmwg 1 oleb! ¢l L (Duval C, 2009: 203) cul S e i
Y gladlate s el shael b ols )3 b plS m 48 alises (clapgmes S WIE oSyt
Taa LS Sllas g (giloaz LS 213 B o (o)lSen 4 it Clgd L Syide lu
2> OB L Sl xéle plesl b1y Syt lise dawgs Ao a3yl iyly bles
dilate o )3 lae (S oliee poluly dols gilie o Sl e pald ol S o
pb a4 dopllss (gy005 (@8l cpl AYolel puudi jI (65 sl (gl Dgd o pamdi (g3D>)l,8
9> UUOA .(Robert, 2016: 75) 345 o (s (Mo poe cilisee Juolgd (o oyl
Ble 5Bl (S ey €giloan Sy Jol £3,5 00000 ) whe 5 IS £955e
opl 5 am @dleyd ol ples sl anly cusle bl g ke 4 s calisee Gois 55,0
s e )l 5> o3yl Gl g ond Jodd glie w4 oy (glimme pauw ¢ 30l
LL &S Canl Jpame Mg g S o e dawg (sS4 baiye a5 «Oldas» pgd
Sllas dobcablge 4y and (0L 851016 g5k cpl ed ploul jasin (o) g5l Billo
Cuol 9 O] 8l dsg b b gdlie s (S ygomen (690 4> )51 il P S e
b b gize (e ST0)15 (21l 35 (giloda )bSe oS yide ke glgil anlis &
5 Glollom ilodr )by sl ol 0318 dluen jpiS W b 9> gyl B
Bl oad BBl j5iS Soogpeld 3 Wby w2 b g ) (g e S Sige)
oolwlp Sl o (gilwas LSS uiomad L(PYF aYAY (lal) g dnlgs L3 (g5lwas LS
Cawo Jgi b (Robert, 2016: 75) wib (o lisl b o)lal @ygoas (sob)l,8 L S8 lel 3l
b cusdS bams el wb Syide ke 3 jpeed olibpose 5 ok phe Mt
copd ol @l I cblis Gaa b oyl g ol copal 4 U LIS pB
Pl 35,05 lome (o8l a5 Sy (p3lee Wle oy IS 5 B9 Sl 5 <l bl
S o opdbe ol phe clejlo Jo a L] Horo b 5 LT claolEsls lojen ¢ auS

1. A unitization agreement is the contract between the respective licensees or
contractors which determines their rights and obligations in exploiting a common
deposit as a single unit under a single operator.

2. Tract

3. UUOA or unitization and unit operating agreement

4. redetermination
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1. supremacy

2. pre- unitization agreement or PUA

3. The need for unitisation arises when an oil or gas field has several or many
different interest holders, each having different tracts in the same field.
Governments, or their regulatory authorities, encourage and sometimes require
unitisation to promote conservation and increase overall production of the field.
interest holders, each having different tracts in the same field. Governments, or their
regulatory authorities, encourage and sometimes require unitisation to promote
conservation and increase overall production of the field.

4. The obligation of the Parties to grant individually all necessary authorizations
required by their respective national laws for the development and operation of the
transboundary hydrocarbon deposit as a unit in accordance with the Unitization
Agreement.
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