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Abstract

As a result of human activities in recent decades, the state of the
earth's environment has faced irreparable damage. This issue has
compelled governments to formulate and implement various
environmental laws and regulations across all dimensions. The aim
of this article is to examine the foundations of states obligating to
adhere to international environmental rules and regulations, with an
emphasis on the unilateralism of certain states regarding their
withdrawal from environmental treaties. The results indicate that the
Paris Agreement focuses primarily on developing countries, while
the highest levels of environmental pollution are generated by
developed countries. The breach of commitment by some countries,
such as the United States, China, and Russia, and their withdrawal
from and disregard for this treaty clearly demonstrate that these
countries have not fulfilled their commitments adequately.
Consequently, addressing these existing challenges in the world
requires the cooperation of all governments, the private sector, and
civil society to prioritize risk reduction, as well as fairness and
justice in decision-making and investment.
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1. Georgetown Law Library
2. Emission trading scheme (ETS)
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. Stockholm Conference

. United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
. World Conference on Environment and Development

. United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
. World Summit on Sustainable Development

. Climate Change Convention 2015

. Agenda 21

. Action Plan for Sustainable Development, Aarhus Convention
. Basel Convention

10. Liability and compensation protocol for transboundary movement of hazardous waste
11. Convention on Biological Diversity

12. Convention of Bankers
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. Cartagena Protocol

. Common but differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities (CBDRRC)

3. See, e.g., Dec. 1/CP.8, ‘Delhi Ministerial Declaration on Climate Change and Sustainable
Development’, in FCCC/CP/2002/7/Add.1 (28 Maru2003), and Dec. 1/CP.13, ‘Bali Action
Plan’, in FCCC/CP/2007 /6/Add.1 (14 Mar. 2008) (hereinafter ‘Bali Action Plan’).

4. Dec. 1/CP.1, ‘Berlin Mandate: Review of Adequacy of Articles 4, paragraph 2, sub-paragraph
(@) and (b) of the Convention, including proposals related to a Protocol and decisions on
follow-up’, in FCCC/CP/1995/7/Add.1 (6 June 1995) (hereinafter ‘The Berlin Mandate”).

. Global Greenhouse Gases

. Preambular recital 3, FCCC, supra note 38

. Fijian Competition & Consumer Commission (FCCC)
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1. Principle 7, Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, in Report of the UN
Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992,
A/CONF.151/26 (1992), i, 31 ILM (1992) 874.

2. Common But Differentiated Responsibilities

3. For a recent analysis of differing applications of CBDRRC suggested by Parties see
Rajamani, ‘The Reach and Limits of the Principle of Common but Differentiated
Responsibilities and Respective Capabilities in the Climate Change Regime’, in N.K.
Dubash (ed.), Handbook of Climate Change and India: Development, Politics and
Governance (2011), at 118.
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1. Non-Binding Copenhagen Convention

2. Cancun Agreements

3. Durban Platform

4. See, e.g., Preambular provisions of the Convention to Combat Desertification in Those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, 17
June 1994, 33 ILM (1994) 1328, 1994; FCCC, supra note 38; and UN Framework
Convention on Biological Diversity, 2 June 1992, 31 ILM (1992) 818.

5. WMO, World Meteorological Organization

6. Pavone
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1. GHG, Green House Gases

2. RHODES

3. Paris Agreement in 2015

4. See Historic Paris Agreement on Climate Change: 195 Nations Set Path to Keep Temperature
Rise Well Below 2 Degrees Celsius, UNFCCC (Dec. 13, 2014), https://unfccc.
int/news/finale-cop21.

5. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)

6. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change art. 2, May 9, 1992, 1771
U.N.T.S. 107 (entered into force Mar. 21, 1994) [hereinafter UNFCCC].
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1. For a list of NDCs submitted pursuant to the Paris Agreement, see NDC Registry, supra note 21.
2. UN. ENV'T PROGRAMME, EMISSIONS GAP REPORT 2017, at xiv (2017).
3. Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC)
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1. See OHCHR, supra note 48, 20-41; see also David Hunter, Human Rights for Climate Change
Implications, 11 OR. REV. INT’L L. 331 (2009).

2. See Paris Agreement, supra note 1, pmblt (“In furtherance of the objective of the
Convention”), artr 2(1) (“in enhancing implementation of the Convention, including its
objective”)
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1. See Rechtbank Den Haag, 24 Juni 2015 Duty of Care for Climate Change Mitigation: Will
Urgenda Turn the Tide?, 4 TRANSNAT’L ENVTL. L. 339, 341 (2015).

2. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

3. Order, Juliana v. United States, Case No.: 18-80176 (9th Cir., Dec. 26, 2018) (granting
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1. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
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1. World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
2. United Nation Environment Program (UNEP)
3. Principles governing IPCC work" (PDF). Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 2006-
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