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The role of the criminal justice system through legislative and judicial institutions in guaranteeing
private property as a goal and a means to achieve development is undeniable. The main subject of this
article is to examine the functioning of Iran's criminal justice system regarding digital currencies and
the legalization of ownership resulting from it, emphasizing the crime of disrupting the country's
monetary or currency system. The findings of this qualitative research, using a case study of one of
the most important specialized complex cases for dealing with economic crimes, show that in addition
to the criticisms of Iran's legal and judicial criminal policy in the field of cryptocurrencies, the
inconsistency of these Together, has created the idea of a kind of neutralization of legislative criminal
policy in the output of judicial criminal policy. Therefore, along with the regulation and
democratization of digital ownership to open new ways of production and value exchange in the
digital economy, it is suggested that the criminal policy as the legislator determines and approves its
outlines and tools. be accepted and implemented in judicial courts.
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1. Introduction

The law guarantees basic human freedoms; therefore, the true nature of many policies and reforms
within the legal system should focus on enhancing and safeguarding individual capabilities,
particularly in achieving political, economic, social, and cultural functions. Consequently, the
criminal justice system can uphold freedom through legislative and judicial institutions, serving both
as a goal and a means to achieve comprehensive development. This aligns with Amartya Sen's theory
of "Development as Freedom." From this perspective, the criminal justice system must embody
certain characteristics conducive to development, which itself indicates a profound and qualitative
transformation in today's definitions of it. It is expected to be development-oriented through the lenses
of economic, political, cultural, and social freedom.

2. Methodology
In this qualitative research, used an analytical-descriptive method and a case study of one of the most
important cases in the specialized court for economic crimes (known as the "Cryptoland Case").

3. Results and Discussion

This paper specifically addresses economic freedom, particularly the evolution of the criminal justice
system concerning it. One indicator of economic freedom is the rule of law, which fundamentally
encompasses the protection of private property. In this context, digital ownership—including data
ownership and ownership of digital assets—emerges as a significant form of private property.
Therefore, recognizing digital ownership is essential at both the legislative and institutional levels of
the criminal justice system. The main issue of this paper is to examine the performance of Iran's
criminal justice system regarding digital currencies and the formal recognition of ownership resulting
from them, with an emphasis on the crime of disrupting the country's monetary system.

4. Conclusions

indicate that, aside from the criticisms directed at Iran's legislative and judicial discourse regarding
the formal recognition and protection of digital ownership, the legislative and judicial criminal
policies on this matter are not aligned for two main reasons: 1. The absolute prohibition on
cryptocurrency exchanges in initial government and banking decisions has shifted over time to allow
mining and trading under government and central bank regulations. However, judicial interpretations
often revert to an emphasis on the absolute prohibition of buying and selling cryptocurrencies,
referencing earlier government and central bank stances. 2. The centralism, combined with the
punitive nature prevailing in the judicial discourse, ultimately leads to the criminalization of buying
and selling cryptocurrencies and supporting the government's authority in delineating the defensible
boundaries of individuals' private property results in the violation of transactions in which the parties
(especially cryptocurrency buyers) adhere to the governing regulations with full awareness and
knowledge, and no law has thus far criminalized users' violations of these restrictions or their
transactions on cryptocurrency exchanges. However, the judge, without paying attention to the
philosophy behind the legislator's conscious silence on the explicit criminalization of digital
currencies and without considering the need for coordination in implementing this policy, engages in
a form of judicial criminalization. It appears that the multiplicity of legislative authorities has led to
fragmentation and a lack of coherence in Iran's legislative policy regarding cryptocurrencies, and
adherence to individual policies and personal preferences by judges has influenced the reception of
the legislative criminal policy discourse and its application and enforcement. Therefore, alongside the
regulation and democratization of digital ownership, it is recommended that the criminal policy
regarding this matter be accepted and implemented in judicial bodies as outlined and approved by the
legislator.
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