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The criminal phenomenon has always disrupted the public order of human societies and endangered
the financial, moral, economic, and political security of individuals and states. Societal reactions to
this phenomenon are manifested through the development and implementation of criminal policies.
These measures sometimes take the form of criminalization or decriminalization and sometimes
involve responses and various treatment methods.The development and implementation of criminal
policies are carried out by various governmental and non-governmental actors and, like other policies,
rely on research outcomes and data from criminological studies on delinquency and criminals. This
allows these actors to act with knowledge and competence in various aspects of crime, for planning
and legislation. However, after sending a text resulting from scientific research to Parliament,
individuals and institutions find their place in the appropriate legislative process, where they introduce
their own political, ideological, and legal or professional interpretations of individual rights and
freedoms into the bill and ultimately into the text of the law, thus altering the initial nature of the text.
This ultimately leads to a certain apathy among non-governmental actors in participating in the
drafting of bills

criminal policy,criminological studies, French law , public order, non-governmental
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1. Introduction

The article begins by defining the concept of "criminal policy,"” which includes the responses of a
state to crime, such as the criminalization and sanctioning of deviant behavior. It emphasizes that
criminal policy is developed not only by governmental institutions but also by various non-
governmental actors, including researchers and NGOs. In France, this process is influenced by
structural, social, economic, and political factors. Historically, public policy development was long
the exclusive domain of Parliament and the Senate, but since the 1960s, sociological institutions and
NGOs have begun to participate.

2. Methodology

This research, by implementing descriptive-analytical method and using references in field of criminal
law, criminal jurisprudence and criminal policy. The methodology involves analyzing the participation
processes of actors in developing criminal policies in France, with a particular focus on different
categories of actors:

Key actors: These play a central role in drafting laws, including the government, ministries (especially
the Ministry of Justice), and permanent and temporary consultative bodies such as the Council of
State or ad hoc commissions.

Peripheral actors: These influence criminal policy indirectly through intellectual contributions or
activist efforts, including academics, judges, unions, and professional associations.

The study also examines how both national and international actors influence lawmaking in France,
taking into account the role of the European Union and the Council of Europe in harmonizing
criminal policies.

3. Results and Discussion

The article addresses the complex dynamics governing the drafting of criminal laws in France. It
highlights how actors can alter the course of a bill through their interventions at various stages of the
legislative process. Ministries and central offices play a crucial role in drafting legislative proposals,
which, once in Parliament, are often amended based on external influences from various actors. It is
also emphasized that France, as a member of international organizations, must consider international
norms and recommendations when drafting its domestic laws, particularly those of the European
Court of Human Rights.

The process of developing criminal policies in France is described as particularly complex and slow
due to the involvement of many actors, both national and international. The study notes the slowness
and complications in implementing laws because of multiple interventions and the diversity of
interests involved (political, administrative, economic, etc.). The findings show that despite the
involvement of non-governmental actors, the final power remains concentrated in the hands of state
institutions, particularly the government and Parliament. However, recent social movements like the
"Yellow Vests" have challenged this model of governance by demanding a more participatory
democracy, with proposals for citizen-initiated referendums.

4. Conclusions

The article concludes that the process of developing criminal policy in France remains dominated by
governmental institutions, but non-governmental actors and international norms are playing an
increasingly important role. However, recent social movements reveal a growing public desire for
more direct participation in legislative decision-making. The document suggests that there are lessons
to be learned from the participatory mechanisms established in France that could improve processes in
other countries, such as Iran, which shares some legal similarities with France.

This summary highlights the essential aspects of the involvement of actors in criminal policy
development in France, while also emphasizing the challenges and potential future evolutions in this
field.
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