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Abstract

The city of Shirvan or Sirvan was one of the important cities of Pahle or Jibal during and
pre-Sasanian era, which was considered the center of Masbadhan province. Masbadhan is the
same Masabatike of Achaemenid, Seleucid and Parthian times, whose people played a signif-
icant role in regional and extra-regional equations and had an independent government. It is
assumed that it covered a vast territory which increased or decreased over time. At present, we
don’t know much about the state of this province. Nevertheless, with the availed background,
along with its strategic location, it is attributed to the Sasanian period, and its cities were
Shirvan and Ariyohan. Shirvan continued to serve as the center of this province along with
other cities. Shirvan in the Sasanian era and during the first three centuries after the fall of the
empire, still maintained it’s political, economic, and social importance and played key role
in the developments of this era. As such, most geographers, Muslim historians and travellers,
archaeologists visited this city and wrote enormously about the city, its inhabitants and archi-
tecture. In this article, an attempt is made to examine the historical geography, urban plan-
ning and architecture of this city and its role in sociopolitical and economic developments
based on existing sources.
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Introduction

In the Parthian and Sasanian periods,
Iran was divided into states, with each
consisting of provinces with specificlead-
ership. Khorbaran, also known as Pah-
le-Jibal, was the most significant region,
though historians and geographers are
divided on the naming and classification
of some of its cities. Masbadan during
the Achaemenid period referred to a vast
area that includes present-day Ilam and
Lorestan. Strabane mentioned it as Ma-
sabatike and during the Seleucid and in
the beginning of the Parthian era, this
region was briefly under the control and
occupation of the Elymaeans. This prov-
ince has two cities, Sirvan and Ariyuhan,
whose names have repeatedly been men-
tioned in historical texts. Among these
two, Shirvan was seemingly the center of
Masbzan province, whihc saw economic
and political prosperity from the Sasani-
an period until around the 10™ century
AD. Also, suitable climate and springs,
rivers with abundant of water, fertile soil
not only helped it form and develop but
also were the reasons to attract human
groups. At the height of its prosperity, it
was in fact a communication bridge be-
tween Ctesiphon and Baghdad as well as
with the cities and inner regions of the
Iranian plateau.

In chronicles and geographical books
on how the city was captured by the Ar-
abs and about the situation and ecology
and the taxes and population composi-
tion, there are some materials available
about the socio-religious movements
there and the causes of its destruction.
Today, below and around the villages of
Kalan and Gorab, the remains and traces
of half-buried ruins with an area of more
than 120 hectare shows the prosperity of
this city during its peak. According to his-
torical texts, Shirvan flourished until the

beginning of the 10th century AD, that is,
until the end of the Hasnawieh dynasty
which fell into the hands of the Albouyeh
rulers. With the transfer of power centers
to the east by Seljugs, the name of Sirvan
was seen less in later historical works.

Methodology

This article based on the author’s field
investigation and his numerous visits
to Shirvan ruins near and beneath Ka-
lan and Gorab villages between 2005
and 2010. The findings accumulated
from there were combined with histori-
cal sources available in libraries and ar-
chives.

Shirvan

The ancient city of Shirvan, today, is lo-
cated under the villages of Kalan and
Gorab and parts of it is also under the
agricultural land, in the valley of the
northern slopes of Koh i Lene, which
is the continuation of the rage of Koh i
Manisht. Above this village, there is a big
spring, the source of the Shirvan River
which is finally mixed with the Seymareh
River. Several factors and contexts were
effective in the formation of Shirvan as
the center of Mahsabadan. As one of the
prosperous cities during and after theSa-
sanian period, it’s features can be divided
into several categories. 1) Specific geo-
graphical location; 2) Access and prox-
imity to the Sasanian capital, Ctesiphon,
as well as a communication bridge with
important neighboring cities. During the
Sasanian era, it was the summer resort of
some kings and princes. According to the
evidence, it was a village in the Parthian
period and before, but it remains a mys-
tery when a village turned into a prosper-
ous city. It is believed that the prosperity
of this city was related to Ctesiphon as
the capital of the Sasanian Empire. Most
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probably, tt is also related to the efforts
of the contemporary to Masbadhan rul-
ers such as Qobad and his successor
Khusraw I (Anushirvan), especially their
attention to development and agricul-
ture. Trevelers and historians, Arab ge-
ographers have briefly mentioned about
the distance, climate and shape of the
city of Shirvan but these references very
general and vague. This city was seized
during the second Caliph in about 21AH.
The description of this event was record-
ed by Ibn Athir: After Hashem returned
from Jalula to Mada'in, Sa’ad learned that
Azin, the son of Hormzan had gathered
troops and turned to the plains. Saad
sent Zarrar bin Khattab with an army to
confront him and they met in the plain
of Masbadhan and a fierce battle broke
out and Azin was captured by Zarrar who
cut his head and the rest of his forces fled
to mountains. However, there were many
bloody wars between the Arabs invaders
and the people of Shirvan. But in the end,
the people of this city were forced to sign
a peace treaty with Arab invaders. In the
past, the taxes had a direct relationship
with economy, and were mainly collect-
ed from agricultural and horticultural re-
sources and to some extent trade. From
the two cities of Masbadhan (Shirvan and
Ariyohan), the extraction was 1,100,000
dirhams. In addition to this tax, their
lands were confiscated and many people
were enslaved by Arabs. Pahle-Jibal state
and especially Masbadhan was one of
the main population centers during the
Sasanians and the Mazdakism also grew
in this area but with the suppression of
this movement, it became religious and
political and the arrival of the Arabs ar-
rival and their occupation of this area
in the first AH was accompanied by the
settlement of Arab tribes and hence, the
confiscation of land and property of the

natives, the city showed itself again in the
body of Khurramites or Surkh-Jamagan
(Muhammira).

Architecture and Urban Planning of
Shirvan
Regarding architecture and urban plan-
ning of Shirvan, the sources and texts
of Arab historians and geographers are
general and vague and do not provide
much information. This city seeming-
ly consisted of different parts, with one
section having residential and govern-
ment buildings. Since the city was built
on slope, many water channels passed
through it that helped build single-span
bridges to communicate between the
neighborhoods. The urban structure of
Shirvan was compact with irregular and
narrow streets and alleys. In this way, the
shape of the city was completely influ-
enced by its topography and the shape of
the land and the valley where it was built.
Shirvan’s urban planning was similar to
Dareh Shahr, Darband and other Sasani-
an cities in the mountainous regions of
Ilam. The size of this city during its height
of prosperity was about 100-120 hectares,
which is reflected by the remains of struc-
tures such as towers and castles, mar-
kets, residential and public foundations,
bridges and crossings on the Ab Shirvan
River that passed through it. Houses and
buildings showed the city’s compactness
and slope. The buildings were together
with basement and an upper floor, built
using rubble and plaster. Residential
houses had several rooms and corridors,
with lower floors having an arched roof
covered by wooden boards. The traces of
these wooden boards can still be seen on
the doors and arched frames. The rough
and thick walls were covered with plaster
or mud as the traces show.

According to the remaining monu-
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ments, it seems that vault cover was used
in all buildings. Since upper floors are
completely destroyed, some of the roofs
were probably wooden. The important
building among the ruins of Shirvan is
Anoushirvan Palace which has large cen-
tral space with many side rooms as shown
by remaining walls. This building had
many underground corridors and rooms,
according De Morgan, Stein; this building
has an architectural style similar to Sasa-
nian buildings in Fars and comparable
to the Sasanian buildings in other neigh-
boring areas in Ilam province. Due to
abundance of plaster, it is believe that all
the buildings were covered with plaster.
To decorate the interior parts, they used
plaster and stucco with flower, plant, etc..
Places where the villagers today have not
built houses, there are remains of monu-
ments with vaults, all leading to the con-
clusion that they were created with river
rubble and plaster.

Conclusion

Jibal state in the west of Iran, today, in-
cludes the provinces of Ilam, Hamedan,
Kermanshah, Lorestan, parts of central
Plateau, Zanjan and Kurdistan. This area
was part of the territory of Kassites, who
were warrior tribes. In the Achaemenid
and Seleucid periods, it was called Masa-
batik Pahle occupied by Elymaites in the
early Seleucid and in the beginning of the
Parthian rule. In the Sasanian era, Koust
Khorbaran, was one of the four Kousts,
which had a special Espahd (command-
er) and was appointed by Shahanshah
(king). In the post-Sasanian era, this area
called Jibal (Kohistan). They reused the
same Sasanian division that existed and
established the same taxation and land
systems that were common in that pe-
riod. These circumstances concurrently
withrobing and oppression of Arabs led

to the formation of a popular movement
(Khurramites) which continued their
struggle against the invaders for long
time.

During the post-Sasanian period,
Shirvan developed in such a way that
it attracted the human population of
neighboring areas and there were influx
of people to the city. Surveys conduct-
ed in the recent years also revealed the
reduction of settlements in the nearby
areas, which justifies the prosperity and
development of Shirvan and other cities
of Masbadhan. These monuments, along
with the writings of Arab historians and
geographers, are proof that this city was
the center of one of the Sasanian states
and also one of the important regions
during post-Sasanian and Abbasid pe-
riods. On the other hand, based on the
surveys, the architectural remains of the
city are comparable with the city of Sey-
mareh. Due to the location of Shirvan in
a mountainous valley, it had a compact
and dense urban structure, and the hous-
es had upper floors and cellars with rub-
ble and plaster, which were available in
abundance at that time. After the arrival
of the Arabs in this area, despite all the
troubles, Shirvan has been prosperous,
with extensive commercial and economic
relations with its neighboring areas such
as Baghdad, Kufa, Basra, Hulwan, Ker-
manshah, Dinavar, Seymareh, Aryohan,
darband, Hamadan, Karaj, Isfahan, Susa,
Arrajan, Azerbaijan and others. Acccord-
ing to some sources, the city of Shirvan
declined in the 10th century AD due to
earthquakes and other natural disasters.
At the beginning of the 11th century, with
the overthrow and decline of the Kurdish
Hasnawieh dynasty (Al-Hasnawieh) by
the Albouyeh family, this city could no
longer mentioned in historical texts.
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Fig. 1. Jibal and Sirvan Location in the Early Centuries of Islam (Lestrange, 1988: Map No. 5).
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Table 1. Independent and Semi-independent Jibal and Masbadhan Rulers in Parthian- Sasanian and Caliphate
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Fig. 2. The Sirvan Location on Jibal Map (Istakhri, 1961:162).
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Fig. 2b. Al Hasnawieh Dynasty Silver Coin (Amir Majdal-Dolah) Minted in Sirvan 391 AH (Malik Museum).
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Fig. 3. The Landscape of Shirvan Relations with Neighbors in Sasanid and after Era.

3314 Ol 055 5 o Sale 03,5 5 5358 anll
ol 43-L5 53 4 LT ) 5 AB e ge (3))
aibaie 3 ,b 3l O 8 G 4 gla5La 355 0
Sl oo 43 9 (o 4 (50—l s2) (631550
oS ol aly plos el e ) o395 0
CiS 5 LI 4 sy 5l g ey Iy e
@ kel oy 53 DL sl e de
AYAY Yo g sin) Tl ol (33) gl denls
538 ) dm 5 g Cow 503 4L ()

bl o 031 02 55035 Ol s
3l ol adhate pl gaailg, sdaze sl
c)'jjo\ a‘) U'i\ Sl B gﬁ-‘ LS’).‘A‘J C,.:A.A‘
\((d.}b)‘S))j ((LSJAJ}.A)) ob “ 45.))‘3 S99 HoR
¥l ol LSBL JL”..»L: ol) Ui‘ U’:?‘f"“" S
A=) 30 Gl e S AL

o) 5l pge 3 dn) Sl (sl o
bl LS 3l e 5 Oble ale 5 LU

3l A glaeyes éi)b).‘dt‘:é Obss 4 ewlilplnl SBT 5 Laesls ol Ko 5 gy 4 o id Sl oly ol ) eslia '
s 3 (} LALSJ).:J 4LAL;‘~L§ 46})‘)@)‘5 RUTH 4 ui"“'d“ﬂ BIRITH &.7‘3‘ @ dl;\h LSLIMJ{,N‘} )L?l &L&; k) oo u—‘
SN AT el CNFAY gl T RF LSNP =AY TR (gl g 4y &) Sl pioge ol o ol ol

LYY=V Taa el

5093 4 g ) sl 0330 0 gl g 3blie 5 3l el ¢ e b adhaie ol (555 Dilaslye o 2h 2808 55"

FAY AYFY s PV ATRY S ul (YOF 1YY

o o 4 4 Sl Al s 3 45 313 3525 (Us)e o o) Qj)LAr{-Li@d.g&bj)()\}a-)ulﬁgw)Sa):pr
3 Nogsle adds L8 5 855 s b (LSS Ll oge ool sy o (Joie 4y 5l g 3 IS Sl s ol el 950

.L.;L: abls ob



2 « &Y, 55| Nourallahi, Ali

a5

YA Ol 5 gles L F s g
Fig .4. View of Sarab Kalan Spring
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Fig .5. Aerial Photo of Kalan and Gorav Villages on Shirvan ruins
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.(Stein, 1940: fig. 72) 41y i ,gb gladil g5l idu AV g
Fig. 7a. A Part of Shirvan Ruins (Stein, 1940: fig. 72)

(De Morgan, 1897: Fig.216) ol .5 5 slaly 5 6 45 Sluguls O 5458 .V s
Fig. 7b. Map and Plan of Urban and Monuments of Shirvan (De Morgan, 1897: Fig. 216)
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Fig. 8. View of Kalan Village and Shirvan Monuments
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Fig. 9. The Bridge Ruins on Water Channel in Eastern Kalan
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Fig. 10. Plan of Kharabe Bridge at the Beginning of Al-Radh Ancient Route
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Fig. 11. Tel- e Maseh Rizh in the Near of Kalan Village
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Fig. 12. A Part of a Monument with Arch Cover in Gorav Village
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Fig. 13. One of the Ancient Watermill in Kalan
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Fig. 14. Plan of a part of Anoushirvan Palace based on Remaining Data
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Fig. 15a.b. The Remaining parts of Anoushirvan Palace
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Fig. 16. A Room of Anoushirvan Palace in the Kalan Village
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Fig. 17a. Corridors Similar to Stein’s Observations around Anoushirvan Palace
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Fig. 17b. The other Part of Corridors Similar to Stein’s Observations around Anoushirvan
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Fig. 17¢. Another part of Corridors Similar to Stein’s Observations around Anoushirvan Palace
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Fig. 18. A Building in the East of Anoushirvan Palace
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Fig. 19. Plan of Building in the East of Anoushirvan Palace
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Fig. 20. A Part of the Ancient Shirvan that has been Destroyed by Kalan Villager
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Fig. 21a. Plaster Molds and Decorations Obtained from Shirvan (De Morgan, 1897: fig. 218-220)
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Fig. 21b. The Arching Style to Reduce of the Monuments Covering Weight
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Fig. 21c. The Connecting Style of Arched Vault to the Wall and Upper Floor (De Morgan, 1897: fig. 217).
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Fig. 22a. Wall and Foundations of Shirvan in Kalan village
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Fig. 22b. Wall and Foundations of Shirvan in Kalan village

OVaS gy 5 lolseS LAl L o siue by (AIVY sz

Fig. 23a. Buried Monument with Arch Vaults under Kalan village
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Fig. 23b. Buried Bulding with Arch Vaults under Kalan Village
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Fig. 24. An Arch Made of Rubble and Plaster Mortar
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