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Abstract

Mohammad Khan Dashti, the son of Haji Khan and the grandson of Jamal Khan, was a ruler of
the Dashti in Bushehr. He was born in 1246 AH in Shunbeh. This Khan of the Dashti construct-
ed a government building, a qanat, a castle, and his own palace in Khormoj. The fort he built
had four walls and four castles. Next to the fort, he also built a bathhouse, which was destroyed
and razed to the ground in the 1980s. In this article, the authors will discuss the Khormoj bath-
house, which was discovered after archaeological excavations.
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Introduction

Mohammad Khan, the son of Haji Khan-
was a ruler of the Dashti in Bushehr. He
embarked on several building projects,
including a government building, aq-
ueducts, castles, and a ruling palace in
Khormoj. The fortress or castle that he
built had four walls, four castles, an inner
courtyard, a central building, and a num-
ber of guardhouses and stables (Eghtdari,
1969: 213 and 218). Next to this structure,
a bathhouse was also built, which was
destroyed and razed to the ground in the
1980s.

The Mohammad Khan Dashti Castle
is located in the city of Khormoj, Dash-
ti County, Bushehr Province. The place
is located between the Khormoj Moun-
tains in the north and the Khaki (Khako)
Mountains in the southeast, part of the
Zagros Mountain Range (Geographical
Dictionary of Settlements of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, 1989: Vol. 111: 43). The
geographical coordinates of the site: 39
R 539740.78 and N 3169912.76. Before its
destruction in the 1980s, the Moham-
mad Khan Dashti Castle was a complex
consisting of a tower and rampart, a
multi-story and luxurious building with
separate interiors and facilities such as a
guardhouse, a stable, and a private bath-
house. This structure was built in the
middle of the Qajar era by order of Mu-
hammad Khan Dashti and by architects
from Shiraz and Isfahan, and later new
sections were added to it by Jamal Khan.

Archaeological Excavation

A 2x2 meter trench named T. KH 1 was
dug in the southwest of the site. After
removing the topsoil to a depth of 2cm
from the southern parts of the trench,

a hard and solid structure was encoun-
tered that was very difficult to excavate.
To find out how far this hard structure
continued, the entire pit was excavat-
ed and cleaned to a depth of 2 cm, and
it became clear that this hard and solid
structure covered the entire surface of
the trench.

Archaeological excavations contin-
ued north of the first quadrangular room
to a depth of 1.40 meters, and an octag-
onal architectural structure was found
in this section. Excavations continued
in the northern space of the octagonal
structure to a depth of 1.40 meters, and
a quadrangular room was also revealed
in this section. This room also measures
2.71x2.67 meters, with three ledges built
in the north, east, and west, which were
covered with Sarooj. The floor of this
room was also higher than the main floor,
with three depressions of the same size.
These three depressions were shoe racks,
the upper part of which was destroyed
due to the collapse of the roof during the
demolition of the structure. The ledges
of this room were also severely damaged,
and the covering of the ledges and walls
was collapsing. Shoe racks number 1
measures 26x33 cm, shoe racks number 2
measures 26x34 cm, and shoe racks num-
ber 3 measures 22x30 cm.

Conclusion

Archaeological excavations in the bath-
house of Mohammad Khan Dashti Castle
led to the discovery of 18 architectural
structures. The Khormoj bathhouse in
Bushehr has the following main spaces:
Entrance, vestibule (Hashti), cloakroom
(Sarbineh), intermediate space (Mian-
dar), hot chamber (Gram Khaneh),
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alcove (Shah Neshin), hot water pool
(Khazineh), and large topped stove (tin).
When entering the Khan Dashti bath-
house, they passed through an entrance
and entered a vestibule, and without a
connecting corridor between the en-
trance vestibule and cloakroom, they en-
tered cloakroom from the vestibule. The
cloakroom section is located between the
bathhouse entrance and the hot water
pool. After passing through the vestibule,
they entered Sarbineh, a section with 4
seating platforms that are higher than the
floor level, and three decorated ledges at
three corners of each of the seating plat-
forms, each of which has 3 shoe racks.
There is also a room that also has 3
ledges and a seating platform was built in
its southwest part. The floor of this room
is the same as the floor of the middle

part of the Sarbineh. An octagonal pond
was built in the middle of the Sarbineh
section with a fountain in the middle.
The Khazineh is located in the northern
part of the bathhouse. A short ladder was
probably used to enter this section. The
Khazineh was built in a square shape
and in its northern part a round space
was built, which was the bathhouse’s
large topped stove (tin) and the heat
was transferred there from the space
below and the bath water was heated.
Two architectural spaces were built on
both sides of Khazineh. The first space,
which was on the left side of Khazineh, is
a rectangular space with a ledge built on
its southern side. In the northern part of
this architectural space, there were also
canals for the water to pass through.
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Fig. 1. Map of Iran and Location and Bathhouse of Mohammad khan Dashti’s Castle of Khormouj City
(Adapted by Sinus Persicus from a Map from Wikimedia Commons under a Creative Commons Licence CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Fig. 2. The Southern Tower of Mohammad Khan Dashti Castle
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Fig. 3. View of the Site before the Start of Archaeological Excavations (Photo: Shahin Aryamanesh)
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Fig. 4. Excavation in the T. KH 1 Trench (Photo: Shahin Aryamanesh)
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Fig. 5. Excavation in the T. KH 1 Trench (Photo: Shahin Aryamanesh)
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Fig. 1. Map of Iran and Khuzestan Province
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Fig. 6. Archaeological Excavations Revealed the Quadrangular Architectural Structure (Photo: Shahin Aryamanesh)
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Fig. 8. Architectural Decorations (Photo: Shahin Aryamanesh)
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Fig. 11. The Bathhouse of Mohammad Khan Dashti Castle after Excavation Next to The Castle
(Photo: Shahin Aryamanesh)

@iaouwwquﬁm N s
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