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Importance of Dashtestan County in the Persian Gulf
during the Sasanian Period; Based on Findings at Tol-e
Shahid, Borazjan, Southern Iran

Ali Hozhabri!(®, Hamid Zarei?, Abdolreza Mohajerinezhad?

Abstract

The Persian Gulf was considered an important economic center by Sasanian kings, hence;
they established special centers for political and religious affairs in this region. It seems to
be one of the most important centers of stability of the Sasanians, at the beginning of the
arrival of the Arabs, with brave resistance that last for quite some period. This region achieved
great civilizational progress during the Elamite and the Achaemenid kings who built many
buildings in Tamukkan, an important center for trade and commerce. Tamukkan continued
to flourish at the end of the Sasanians due to its extensive maritime trade with the world, and
many cities and settlements around it such as Rishahr became large population centers. Due
to the importance of this region during the Sasanian period, on the way from Bishapour to
Rishahr, many fire temples were built in the foothills of the Persian Gulf, as one can see their
remains, including a stone fireplace in the south of Borazjan and groves of Bandarouz village.
However, the question that arises is what information does Bandarouz Altar add to our knowl-
edge about the Sasanian fire temple? This is a historical and descriptive-analytical research
based on data collected through field survey and library documents. Bases on comparisons
of Bandarouz Fire Altar with similar examples, it was found that Sasanian altar in the Persian
Gulf are larger than those at other places and none of them are simple architecturally.
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Introduction

Borazjan is located in the northeastern
part of Bushehr province, at the cross-
roads of Kazerun, Bushehr, and Ahram.
Over the past two centuries, Borazjan,
Sa'dabad, and Shabankara have played a
very important role in the historical de-
velopments of southern Iran. The loca-
tion of Dashtestan, and especially the city
of Borazjan, as the center of the anti-co-
lonial struggles during World War I (1914-
1017) and the people’s resistance against
the British army are among prominent
historical points of this region in the con-
temporary era, nevertheless the region is
much older than that and encompasses
antiquity features.

Bandarouz village is located at 51° 22’
Longitude and 29° 22” Latitude, 4 kilo-
meters from Borazjan, and at 75 meters
above sea level. Tol-e Shahid is among
palm groves and agricultural lands, mea-
suring 110 by 52 meters and 2 meters high,
southwest of Bandarouz village and 300
meters west of the Borazjan-Ahram road.
They leveled the northern part of the site
in 2017 and started farming. Due to the
severity of destruction incurred to the
area from all direction, the site has lost
its shape and form. The highest remain-
ing point on the southern side is approxi-
mately two meters.

In 2000, Hamid Zarei excavated Tol-e
Shahid with several test trenches. At that
time, considering a number of known
Achaemenid palaces around Borazjan
and the discovery of carved stone frag-
ments from the surface level and around
Tol-e Shahid in Bandaruz, it was thought
that this area was also an Achaemenid
palace (Zarei, 1999: 13; Sarfaraz, 2002:
167). Among the findings from the exca-

vated test trenches, in addition to pottery
fragments, there were bricks measuring
10x20x30 ¢cm and a number of Gopals.
But the most important finding had been
an altar and its description tend that we
could have come across a Sasanian fire
temple.

Sasanian Fire Temple in the Persian
Gulf

The historical state of Fars was limited to
Kerman from the east, Khuzestan from
the west, the Persian Gulf from the south,
and Isfahan and the central desert from
the north (Miri, 2018: 142). Considering
that Fars was mentioned as the first state
of the Sasanian Empire in the inscription
of Shapur Iin Nagsh-e Rustam and was at
the top of the other states, it can be con-
cluded that it had a special importance
for the Sasanian Empire. Archaeological
surveys have also revealed some works
belonging to the Sasanian period in parts
of the Fars region (Vanden Berghe, 1961;
1984) because numerous development
projects were initiated there with the
emergence the Sasanian Empire, and spe-
cial attention was also paid to religious is-
sues by building fire temples. Apart from
historical sources, a large number of fire
temples remains have been found in var-
ious parts of Fars (Asgari-Chavardi, 2013:
406-419) as well as on the coast of the
Persian Gulf (Tofighian, 2004: 35). In oth-
er areas such as Imamzadeh Shah Noor
al-Din Bushehr, Borazjan Castle, Tol-e
Shahid Bushehr (Zarei, 1990), and the site
of Gabri House in the village of Keshtg,
Dashti County, altars made of limestone
and with conical bases have been found
(Tofighian, 2004: 35; Azarian and Zaka-
vtzadeh, 2021: 231-232).
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Considering the importance of the
Persian Gulf backshore and the num-
ber of altars discovered in the area, only
one fire temple, Cham Nargesi, has been
recorded from the Sasanian period in
Bushehr province at Dashtestan coun-
ty in Tang Eram of Poshtkouh region.
In Fars and Bushehr, about 20 altars or
parts of them have been discovered, all
of which are made of stone; by the way,
none of the altars discovered in Bushehr
are simple and are larger than in other ar-
eas of Fars (Tofighian, 2017: 203).

Conclusion

Civilizational centers on the backshore of
the Persian Gulf developed significantly
from the Elamite period onward. Tamuk-
kan was of interest to Achaemenid kings
as they built several important buildings
in the area. Given the importance of the
road connecting Bishapour to Rishar, Sa-
sanian sites were found in this area, with
religious buildings having a special place.
For example, near Borazjan, the remains
of a fire temple including fragments of an
altar were found. The Bandarouz altar is
made of stone and has many similarities
with the hearth discovered from Tol- Sha-

hid. All the altars discovered on the back-
shore of the Persian Gulf, including Tol-
Shahid, Imamzadeh Shah Nur al-Din,
Borazjan Castle and the village of Keshtd,
belong to altars that were made of lime-
stone and were built for religious purpos-
es during the Sasanian period. These al-
tars are comparable in shape and pattern
to other examples from the Fars region as
well as some discoveries from other parts
of Iran. No simple altars were observed in
the Persian Gulf region, but in other plac-
es a combination of simple and patterned
altars in different shapes and dimensions
is seen. The Sasanian altars include 1. Tell
Shahid; 2. Imamzadeh Shah Noor al-Din;
3. Borazjan Castle and 4. Keshti Village.
They all have special features such as: 1.
They are made of limestone; 2. They are
comparable in shape and pattern to the
samples from the Fars region and other
parts of Iran; 3. They are slightly larger in
size than the samples from other parts of
Iran; 4. Like the other samples, they have
a vertical spoon pattern in the form of a
rosette; of course, the pattern of the base
of the altars on the Persian Gulf is cre-
ated with more elegance than the other
samples.
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Fig. 1. Map of Iran and Iran and Location and Political Division of Bushehr Province and Dashtestan County
(Adapted by Sinus Persicus from a Map from Wikimedia Commons under a Creative Commons Licence CC BY-SA 4.0)
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Fig. 2. Part of the Achaemenid Palace of Charkhab
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Fig. 7. Fragments of an Altar at Tol-e Shahid
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