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An Analysis of the Grooved Pottery of South Khorasan

Mohammad Farjami!

Abstract

Pottery is one of the most commonly discovered artifacts at ancient sites and tepes, provid-
ing a significant insight into human and cultural interactions. In some areas of South Kho-
rasan, a distinctive type of pottery, primarily associated with the historical period and known
as grooved pottery of Sistan, is prevalent. This type of pottery is not only found in the Sistan
region (spanning parts of Iran and Afghanistan) and areas of South Khorasan but also exhib-
its considerable diversity, in terms of shape and groove patterns. Grooved pottery has been
popular in the region over an extended period, from prehistoric times to the Islamic era. This
research aims to examine and introduce various types of grooved pottery found in South Kho-
rasan, and explore the distribution of this pottery in the surrounding areas and their impact
on the cultural of Iran.

Keywords: Historical Period; Parthian and Sasanian; Grooved Pottery; South Khorasan; Sistan.

'PhD in Archaeology, South Khorasan, Iran. (83 Farjamimohammad@ut.ac.ir

Article info: Received: g March 2024 | Accepted: 30 April 2024 | Published: 1 July 2024

Citation: Farjami, Mohammad. (2024). “An Analysis of the Grooved Pottery of South Khorasan”. Sinus Persicus, Vol.
1(2):17-52.

https://doi.org/10.22034/sp.2024.477614.1007


https://doi.org/10.22034/sp.2024.477614.1007
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8391-5542
mailto:Farjamimohammad@ut.ac.ir

Jo>es ¢ »l> 3 | Farjami, Mohammad

YA

Introduction
The cultural domain of eastern Iran, en-
compassing the southern parts of Great-
er Khorasan and northern Sistan, has
been known for significant historical
events. The region’s location, straddling
the Khorasan-Sistan Road and the border
between these two vast cultural areas,
has created unique conditions that are
reflected in the cultural materials from
various historical periods. Despite the
region’s importance in the archaeologi-
cal studies of eastern Iran, there lacks a
comprehensive research and there is less
understanding of the pottery typology
compared to other regions of Iran.
Grooved pottery is one of the distinc-
tive types that has been popular across
different periods. Particularly during the
Parthian period, such type ecame wide-
spread in the Sistan region and its sur-
rounding areas, such as South Khorasan,
where various types have been identified.
This research places special emphasis
on examining the pottery data from the
southeastern part of Iran, with a specific
attention to South Khorasan.

Research Questions and Hypotheses
This research seeks to address the follow-
ing questions and hypotheses:

1. Distribution: What is the distribu-
tion of grooved pottery types in South
Khorasan? It is hypothesized that the
distribution of grooved pottery from the
historical period is significantly greater in
the southern parts of the province com-
pared to the northern parts.

2. Chronology and Origin: To which
historical period do the grooved pottery
findings belong to, and were they local-
ly produced or imported? It is hypothe-

sized that the grooved pottery found in
the southern parts of the province during
the historical period was imported from
Sistan, though it displays greater variety
than the Sistan examples.

Research Methodology

This research is based on a comprehen-
sive review of existing literature and the
results of archaeological excavations,
investigations, and studies conducted in
the South Khorasan area. The study in-
volves categorizing and analyzing similar
findings and samples of grooved pottery.
The aim is to introduce, classify, chrono-
logically place, and investigate the origin
of this type of pottery in southeastern
Iran, and compare and evaluate them
with similar types found from different
historical periods across cultural Iran.

Literature Review

Archaeological evidence suggests that
the production of grooved pottery in
eastern Iran has persisted from the pre-
historic period (e.g., the Shahr-e-Sukhteh
IV period) (Sajjadi, 2003) and contin-
ued through the late Islamic centuries
(Mehrafrin et al., 2012, 2014). However, in
terms of construction quality, clay com-
pactness, groove arrangement, and other
factors, the prehistoric examples are in-
ferior to those from the historical period
(Haerinck, 1997: 270).

The distribution and spread of this
type of pottery are much more pro-
nounced in the southern region of South
Khorasan, especially in areas adjacent
to Sistan. This proximity may have influ-
enced the prevalence of this pottery type,
known as “Sistan Grooved Pottery” which
has a significant distribution and diversi-
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Fig. 1. Locations Sites with Grooved Pottery Types
Anjirek Site, Anbez Poshteh, Pashte-e-Noh Taq, Koreh Mohammadabad Tepe, Kalateh, Solaiman Site, Kalateh
Shahpuri, Ab-e-Joo Site, Takhcherabad Tepe, Gebri Mod Site, Charde Surg Tepe, Dezh Gog Site, Old City of
Qain, Chaharfarsakh Castle Tepe, Senji Site, Arab Poshteh, Deh No Seraijo Tepe, Toj Castle, Kamar Zadonbah
Castle, Akram Abad, Castle, Dokhtar Bidesk Castle, Neh Castle, Abbas Abad Pal Tepe, (Based on Map Taken
from Google)

ty in the Neh and Mazhan Khosf plains
(Sedigian, 2014; Sediqian et al, 2021).
However, in other regions such as the
Zirkouh range (Farjami and Mahmoudi-
naseb, 2013; Qolinejad, 2014), the Birjand
plain (Dana, 2015-2018; Esmaili, 2014; Far-
jami and Mahmoodinasab, 2018, 2019),
and Madhyam (Zafranlou, 2013; Sediqian,
2014; Farjami, 2013), only a limited num-
ber of grooved pottery samples have been
found.

Chronology and Distribution

The grooved pottery of the Parthian pe-
riod lacks exact dating, but it is generally
attributed to the second half of the Par-
thian and the beginning of the Sasanian
period within the study area. The use
of this pottery dates back to prehistoric
times (around 2000 BC), with examples
identified from sites such as Shahr-e-
Sokhteh, Harappa in Pakistan (Cemetery
H), contemporaneous with Shahr-e-
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Sokhteh, and Mondigak from the Bronze
Age (Sajjadi, 2009: 112).

Herzfeld and Fairservis (1961: 89) have
suggested a dating from the first century
AD to the 10" century AD/early Islamic
period. Additionally, Dupree (1956) has
proposed a timeframe spanning the late
Kushana period to the early Islamic cen-
turies. While the grooved decoration was
used sparingly during the historical pe-
riod (Achaemenid to Sasanian periods)
across other parts of cultural Iran, its
prevalence significantly increased during
the second half of the Parthian period
and the onset of the Sasanian period.

Conclusion

The grooved pottery of Sistan, which is
prevalent in the southern half of Kho-
rasan and exists in various forms, serves
as a testament to the extensive cultur-
al, social, and economic connections
in eastern Iran. The distribution of this
pottery type highlights the influence of
natural and geographical factors on the
spread of cultural artifacts and commu-
nication routes in the region. It also sug-
gests that, beyond the general and widely
recognized forms of pottery, there were

local variations that emerged in specific
areas, influenced by geographical and en-
vironmental features. During the histor-
ical period, in addition to the common
pottery styles found throughout the Par-
thian Empire, distinct local types were
distributed and developed in certain re-
gions. The grooved pottery type has been
identified primarily in the southern parts
of South Khorasan, large parts of Sistan,
and Baluchistan. It appears that in these
areas, this pottery type largely contained
characteristics of the Parthian and early
Sasanian periods. This pottery type, apart
from its prehistoric examples, remained
common in the southeastern region from
the Achaemenid period to throughout
the early Islamic era.

In terms of construction, grooved pot-
tery is of relatively high quality, marked
by careful craftsmanship, proper baking,
and distinctive wheel-made techniques.
It can be categorized into 10 distinct
groups based on the type of groove and
decoration. The forms of these vessels
largely consist of small and large contain-
ers, with this type of decoration being
especially common on pots during the
prehistoric period.
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Fig. 2. Pottery with Grooved Decoration
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Fig. 3. Pottery Type with Shallow and Delicate Grooved Decoration
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Fig. 4. A Type of Pottery with a Grooved Decoration Similar to a Strip Log
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Fig. 5. Pottery Type with Linear Groove Decoration
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Fig. 6. Pottery Type with Linear Groove Decoration
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Fig. 7. Pottery Type with Ring Groove Decoration
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Fig. 8. Grooved Pottery Type with side Engraved Decoration
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Fig. 9. Grooved Pottery Type with side Engraved Decoration
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Fig. 10. A New Type of Pottery with Grooved Engraved Decoration

Gt 5123l s 5 s Qs 98N Y 03
Fig. 11. Pottery Type with Basket Grooved Decoration
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Table 1. Different grooved samples
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