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Abstract

The Achaemenid Empire covered a wide area that was limited to India from the east, Egypt
from the west, and the Persian Gulf from the south. The Caucasus region, which was annexed
to the Achaemenid Empire by Darius I with his attack on the Scythians in 513-512 BC, formed
the northern borders of this empire. The present-day regions of Georgia, Azarbaijan and Ar-
menia, which generally include the countries of the South Caucasus, were part of the Achae-
menid Subordinate nations. The importance of the Caucasus for the Achaemenids was that
it was the route used by the Scythians to attack the eastern lands. Therefore, they needed a
power in the Caucasus to prevent the Scythians from entering this side and protect the north-
ern borders of the empire. The purpose of this research is to investigate the importance of
the modern Caucasus region in the structure of the Achaemenid Empire and seeks to answer
the question: What role did Georgia play in securing the northern borders of the Achaemenid
Empire? The results indicate that the Achaemenids established political relations with the
Colchis government in Georgia to protect their northern borders, which was a guarantee to
stop the invasions. The data for the present paper has been collected through documentary
study and the results are presented through the historical descriptive analysis.
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Introduction

The maintenance and protection of the
borders of a land or an area that has been
in the possession of a number of residents
has always been of interest since the time
immemorial. With the formation of pow-
ers, this issue took a more structured form.
The Achaemenid Empire covered a wide
area with the conquests that started from
the time of Cyrus, and for this purpose, a
special administrative structure was in
place throughout. Although this admin-
istrative structure was established during
Cyrus, Darius I reorganized it and gave it
a codified structure. In order to protect
the borders of their land from foreigners,
they placed border lands in special ad-
ministrative positions. Although they had
a unified administrative system, each of
the subordinate territories had a differ-
ent role to play in this system, and this
can be observed to a large extent through
the artworks left in these territories. The
South Caucasus region, which includes
the present-day Georgia, Aaerbaijan and
Armenia, was part of the vast expanse of
the Achaemenid Empire in ancient times.
However, in the official lists of the Achae-
menids, only the name of Armenia is men-
tioned and there is no mention of Georgia
and Aaerbaijan. But based on the writings
of Greek historians as well as the archae-
ological data left from these regions from
the Achaemenid era, the administrative
position of these lands in the Achaemenid
administrative system can be recognized.
Meanwhile, the role of Georgia can be in-
teresting due to the fact that it was located
exactly at the final border of the Achaeme-
nids in the north.

Methodology

The purpose of this research is to inves-
tigate the importance of the present-day
Caucasus region in the structure of the

Achaemenid Empire and seeks to answer
the question as what role did Georgia
play in securing the northern borders of
the Achaemenid Empire? This article has
collected data through library studies and
presents the results through the historical
descriptive analysis.

Discussion

The vast area of the Achaemenid Empire
had diverse and special geographical, so-
cial and cultural, economic and political
conditions, which necessitated the prop-
er formation of the government system
to manage and exploit all these factors.
The Achaemenids subjugated the vast
territory between 330 BC and 559 BC with
the conquests that started from the time
of Cyrus the Great and continued until
the last kings of this dynasty and formed
a powerful empire that divided the en-
tire territory into tax-political areas. And
each area was called Shahrabi or Satrapi
(meaning state). Previously, the Assyri-
ans in Mesopotamia divided the coun-
tries, with each county being under the
command of a governor with a complete
organization of subordinate employees.
According to Herodotus (3:128) and Xeno-
phon (8: 3), Cyrus the Great also used the
way of political organization to manage
the subordinate nations and rule over the
vast territory of the Achaemenid Empire
and create a kind of administrative unity
and integrity, which was first introduced
by the Assyrians in Mesopotamia and was
used for the conquered countries and set
a model. This method continued during
the period of Cambyses and Darius the
Great and its general and basic framework
was laid out during the time of Darius the
Great. Darius made changes in the way of
managing his land compared to the pre-
vious period, one of his innovations in
the field of administrative management
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was the introduction of a Shahrab or Sa-
trap (which means ruler) at the head of
the conquered territories, who ruled over
a Shahrab as a representative of the king.
The duties of this person included man-
aging the administrative organization of
Shahrabi, collecting taxes, supervising the
trade and exports of Shahrabi, and call-
ing the army in times of need. There is no
information about the way and how the
Achaemenids entered the Caucasus and
conquered these areas, except that Hero-
dotus says the Achaemenid rule in the
Caucasus began during Darius’ attack on
the Scythians in 513 BC (Herodotus, 3: 97).
Archaeological evidence also confirms the
definitive presence of the Achaemenids in
this area from the end of the 6™ century
BC. Herodotus writes that Darius sent an
army to avenge the Scythians who invad-
ed Western Asia during the Median Em-
pire (4: 83-143). When Darius attacked the
Scythians, he had two battalions with him;
one went from the west and crossed the
Bosphorus and the Danube, and the other
crossed into the Caucasus and invaded the
Pontus region, crossed Eastern Europe and
besieged or subdued many tribes. During
this unsuccessful attack, this group of the
Persian army passed through Georgia and
according to Herodotus, the Persian rule
extended to the Caucasus in the 5 centu-
ry BC (3: 97). The history of Herodotus is
the only written source of the Achaemenid
period that gives direct information about
the relationship of the Persians with the
Caucasus and shows the importance of
this region for the Achaemenids, which
was the only route used by the Scythians
to attack West Asian countries. Archaeo-
logical data also show that the Caucasus
range formed the northern borders of the
empire throughout the Achaemenid peri-
od and from the time of Darius the Great
onwards. From the strategic point of view,

the north of the Achaemenid Empire was
considered a very important and sensitive
point because one of the most important
roads passed through there, and also the
Bedouins of the Eurasian steppes invaded
the West Asian countries, including the
central regions of Iran. It was because of
these dangers that Darius the Great at-
tacked the Scythians twice to ensure the
security of this road. Because of the same
problems that the Scythians had creat-
ed for the Persians and their neighboring
lands, the Persian court needed a strong
power beyond the Caucasus to repel the
attacks of the Scythians and Sarmatians.
Colchis was located exactly on the crest of
the borders of the Caucasus, so the pres-
ence of a strong government there was
necessary to control the traffic to the Cau-
casus, and the Persians benefited greatly
from the existence of a powerful and or-
ganized government in Colchis, meaning
a guarantee to stop the invasions from the
north. In the Achaemenid period, some
traditional and decorative Georgian forms
were combined with special Achaemenid
decorative elements, for example, earrings
decorated with rosette-shaped pendants
from the Akhalguri treasure in the 4th
century BC can be mentioned. In some
cases, the Achaemenid type of object is
made in the native Georgian style. Like
two pairs of wheel-shaped earrings from
Akhalguri and one earring from Kakhti,
which are completely covered with fan
granulation. The only thing that Georgian
goldsmiths undoubtedly adapted from the
Achaemenid art are bracelets with a con-
cave middle. This art form was popular in
Georgia from the 4™ century BC to the 1st
century AD (Gagoshidze, 1996: 128-129).
Excavations in the area of Vani in Colchis
show that there was a new stage of changes
in Vani at the end of the 7" century BC or
the beginning of the 6" century BC i.e. re-



mains of wooden structures, thick cultural
layers and magnificent burials with grave-
stones made of gold, silver and bronze in-
dicate that Vani was an important political
and economic center at this time.At this
stage, a large amount of bronze and silver
ornaments (crowns, bracelets, pendants,
plaques, beads) were found in magnificent
burials. The indigenous culture of Kalkh-
ian can be clearly seen in this amazing
abundance and variety of jewelry.

Conclusion

In their inscriptions, the Achaemenids
mentioned the lands under their control,
but not all the lands were there in the
lists, which is one of the reasons for the
change in the number of these lands due
to wars and rebellions. Another reason for
that was that sometimes several provinc-
es were under a common mayor in terms
of administrative divisions. At the same
time, Herodotus also provided a list of
these lands and mentioned more names
there, which to some extent were connect-
ed with the government center. Archaeo-
logical data also complements Herodotus’
information to a large extent. Most of the
archeological data from the western re-
gion of present-day Georgia also includes
the magnificent tombs of nobles with
burials of the Achaemenid type, which in-
dicate the exchange of diplomatic gifts be-
tween the local elite and the Achaemenid
Empire. It seems that this area was not
directly part of the Achaemenid satrapies,
and the Kalkhians and their neighbors
who lived there were the only gift givers
to the court, and their main task was to
guard the northern Caucasus mountains
so that the Scythians could not attack the
land of the Persians. During the 5 and 4"
centuries BC, close contact with the Ach-
aemenians, many changes occurred in the

culture of Georgians. The Persian export
to Georgia made Georgian artists imitate
these objects and led to the adaptation of
Achaemenid artistic elements by local art-
ists and gradually these elements became
an essential part of the Georgian culture.
The archaeological excavations conduct-
ed in the west of Georgia show these
connections between Iran and Georgia
in the 5™ and 4™ centuries BC. Especially,
the exploration of the tombs of the Kalkhi
princes led to the discovery of objects that
have the characteristics of Achaemenid
art and show the connections between
the two. There were two administrative
centers of Vani and Sayirkha in the terri-
tory of Colchis, which are related to 5th
and 4™ century BC based on the burials.
Among the graves of these two centers,
Achaemenid-type objects and those of
local production and imitations of Achae-
menid objects have been found. As such,
the western part of Georgia, or the ancient
Colchis, had a special role in the admin-
istrative structure of the Achaemenids,
and by maintaining its local governmental
framework, had diplomatic relations with
the center of the Achaemenid Empire. It
seems that since Colchis was located right
on the final border of the Achaemenids in
the north and was of great strategic im-
portance to them, they tried to gain the
maximum satisfaction of the native elites
of this area so that they could use the ben-
efits of this good relationship to maintain
their borders. Since there was an indepen-
dent government in this area before the
presence and influence of the Persians, a
power at this point was needed to stand
against the Scythian invasion, the best sit-
uation was to recognize the independence
of this local government.
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