The Ma‘nids and the Shi‘a: An Analysis of Fakhr al-Din II's
Policies Towards the Shi‘t Clans in Jabal ‘Amil, Jabal
Lubnan, Ba‘labakk, and the Biqa‘ Valley

, Ghadrieh Tajbakhsh?

1. M.A. graduate, Department of History and Civilization of Islamic Nations, Faculty of Theology and Islamic
Studies, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran. (Maryamjamali7576@gmail.com)

2. Corresponding author, Assistant Professor, Department of History and Civilization of Islamic
Nations, Faculty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin,

Maryam Jamali'*

Iran. (tajbakhsh@ISR.ikiu.ac.ir)

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received: 1 January 2024
Received in revised form:
10 March 2024

Accepted: 17 April 2024

Published  online: 17
February 2025

Keywords:

M “iiss,

kY7

Fakhr al-Din 11,
JUI “Amil,
Jiil L,,,,,,

L lkkkk k,

tee Bi*** Vil ley.

During the Ottoman era, local governments appointed by the
Ottomans intensified their policies and actions against Shi‘
communities within al-Sham (Greater Syria). The Ma‘nid
dynasty was one such local government that, with Ottoman
backing, implemented extensive anti-Shi‘a policies and
strategies. Fakhral-Din II became particularly notorious for his
continuous raids on Shi‘T areas in Jabal ‘Amil, Jabal Lubnan,
Ba‘labakk, and the Biqa‘ Valley. This article examines the
causes and consequences of Fakhr al-Din Il's attacks on these
Shi‘T areas, along with the role of the Ottomans. It concludes
that Fakhr al-Din II, ultimately seeking autonomy for Lebanon,
harbored ambitions to overthrow Ottoman rule. To achieve this
goal, he adopted a two-pronged approach towards the Shi‘a. On
the one hand, he appeased the Ottomans by dividing Shi‘1 clans,
relocating Maronites to Shi‘a settlements, eliminating Shi‘l
leaders, establishing military outposts, and settling Sunni clans
in these areas to monitor Shi‘T activity. On the other hand, he
attempted to liberate Lebanon from Ottoman control by seizing
the emirates of Safad, Beirut, Sidon, and Keserwan, forming
alliances with European powers, and consolidating his own
power. Despite widespread repression of the Shi‘a with the
complicity of the Pashas of Sham, Fakhr al-Din II's downfall
ultimately stemmed from the exposure of his secret commercial-
military agreement with Italy and Tuscany against the
Ottomans. This not only led to the failure of his goals but also
presented an opportunity for the Shi‘T clans to regain their lost
influence.
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