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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

The Cairn Burial (stone graves) are one of the most abundant sites that can be seen in Farsan
city. In terms of structure and appearance, these graves are similar to the stone-piled graves of
southeast Iran and are usually created on the ridges and tops of mountains. In Farsan, these
cemeteries are called Chol or Gabri Grave or Sangar in the local language.

The geographical distribution of such graves is very wide and has been reported from
Pakistan to western Iran. Such graves have been reported from different regions of southeast
Iran, Persian Gulf coasts, and Fars province. The stone graves of Fars and Bakhtiari region are
slightly different from the south-east rock-cut graves in terms of structure.

There are many stone graves in Farsan region, but unlike Fars and Southeast of Iran, no
research has been done on them. Therefore, in the present research, these graves will be
identified, described and dated.

Methodology
This research is descriptive and analytical. Therefore, the collection of data will be done in the
field. Documents and Library studies related to stone graves will also help in this matter.

Discussion
During the archaeological survey conducted in Farsan, a total of 8 cemetery groups with a
large number of stone graves were identified. The stone graves of this area can be divided in
two groups:

A) Cylindrical stone graves: In this type of graves, two or three rows of flat carcass stones
up to a height of about 50 cm, were used firstly, and after placing the body in the
grave, the surface of the grave was covered with large stones (sometimes 2 meters
long). Then, around the grave, a round or oval shaped wall was made by angular
carcass stones and the inside of this round or oval space was filled with angular
carcass stones. The stone walls height of these graves sometimes reaches to 2 meters.

B) The second type of these graves were smaller and were built in front of the natural
vertical rocks of the mountain. The protrusion of the rock wall was used as the roof of
the grave and the entrance was blocked by a large stone, and usually was towards the
east and southeast.

Conclusion

All the stone graves identified in Farsan city are usually located near the mountains, ridges
and their slopes. It should be noted that a small number of graves in the Kohrang region have
been identified in the plain, and more than 80% of them are built on stone ridges and rocky
hills. Therefore, the shape of these graves is different based on the stones that were used in
their construction, and they can be seen in various oval, circular, and square shapes. The
graves were made of small and large carcass stones and it was in such a way that there are
smaller carcass stones below and above the large slab stones, and there were probably several
graves situated in a large grave.

By studying the stone graves, two structures can be distinguished: 1. Stone graves 2.
Cylindrical graves. Morphologically in the form of stacks of angular stones that are usually
circular in shape. Most of the identified graves have been tampered. Therefore, it is almost
impossible to determine the exact size of their diameter and height. The only cultural material
obtained from the surface of these graves is pottery, which was obtained in very small
guantities But based on the obtained cultural materials, it seems that such graves belong to the
Iron 3, Achaemenid, Parthian and Sasanian periods.
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