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Purpose: Ruzname/ruznama is a Persian word that entered the
Arabic language from Pahlavi ruznamag in ancient times and was
used in texts in that language as Al-Ruznamaj and Al-Ruznamajah.
In Persian, the varieties of Roznamaj, Ruznamje, and Ruznamcheh
were also common and had many examples.

Method and Research: The research method in this article is
description and through content analysis and the method of
collecting sources in this library research. The "daftar-e ruzname"
was the most important and main Divani tome where all the daily
events, such as interventions, expenditures, and matters such as
handing over responsibilities, complaints, events, and decrees
issued, were written in order and day-by-day, along with their
details.

Findings and Conclusions: Since what is said in general cultures
about the idiomatic and legal meaning of ruznamje is often not
accurate. In this article, an attempt has been made to define and
analyze the term "ruzname" according to the first-hand sources of
Estifa (Bureaucratic science) and its features and characteristics.
Also, with the same approach, it has been tried to express the
difference between the Daftar-e ruzname and other similar Divani
tomes.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

One of the uses of registers was for recording financial and bureaucratic information. In the
Estifa offices of each period, various registers were employed according to the needs of that
office. Some of these registers even had the same name throughout history and in the offices
of different periods (such as the "Law Register™), or had slight changes in their names (such
as the "Ruzname Register”, which was also known as "Ruznamaj", "Ruznamjeh", and
"Ruznamcheh"). Some registers were specific to a certain period or office, or were used with
different names and purposes in the offices of another period. It is believed that these registers
differed from each other and were the result of various Estifa methods used in different
periods. However, it is also possible that some of these names referred to the same register.
Among the works that have addressed the divani registers separately and in detail, three books
by Falak Ala Tabrizi, titled "Latayef Sharafi”, "Qanun al-Sa'adah”, and "Sa'adat-name",
belonging to the late Mongol period, have been extensively used to define the term
"ruzname". The third instruction of these three works, titled "On the Principles of Registers",
is dedicated to seven divani registers in seven chapters. The registers mentioned there are:
"Ruznamje"; "Tawjihat"; "Law"; "The Register of Specified Expenses"; "The Register of
Levies"; "The Separate Register"; "The Comprehensive Register”. It seems that authors who
have noted and explained the divani registers have referred to the most important and
practical registers. It is highly probable that other registers were also used in the offices of
those periods, which were not deemed necessary to define and explain, and for some reason,
were not mentioned.

Methodology

"The research method in the present article is descriptive and based on content analysis. The
objective of this research is to identify the components of the "Ruzname Register" as
referenced in various sources such as dictionaries and encyclopedias, which are not without
some leniency. However, the most reliable sources in this field are the specialized texts of
Estifa knowledge, written by the bureaucrats, where scattered yet documented references to
the Ruzname Register and its details can be found. Some of these sources have been
published, while others remain as manuscripts; therefore, the method of collecting sources in
this research is library-based. In this study, we will independently and in detail examine the
Ruzname Register, its necessity, importance, method of writing, and the dos and don'ts of its
writing, based on the Estifa sources from the Mongol and Timurid periods. We will also
briefly mention its continuation or changes during the Safavid and Qajar periods.

Discussion

"Ruzname Register [Other forms: Ruznamaj, Ruznamjeh, Ruznamcheh; plural: Ruzname;jat]
The "Ruzname Register" was the most important and principal Divani tome where all daily
events, such as revenues and expenditures, the assignment of responsibilities, complaints,
occurrences, and issued decrees were recorded sequentially and day-by-day with their details.
Ruzname is a Persian word (composed of: Ruz [day] + Name [letter/document]). This term,
from ancient times, entered the Arabic language from Pahlavi (Ruznamag) and was used in
that language as "Al-Ruznamaj" and "Al-Ruznamjeh" in texts. One of the oldest Arabic
sources where "Al-Ruznamaj" is used with its bureaucratic application is the Mafatih al-
‘Ulim (Khwarizmi 1895: 54). Its status as a loanword from Persian is confirmed in Persian
dictionaries (for instance, see under Ruznamaj and Ruznamjeh in Dehkhoda 1334; Mo'in
1377; Anvari 1381).

Other Names for the Ruzname Register:
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1. Daftar-e Ta'lig: As mentioned in Sa'adat Nama (Falak Ala Tabrezi 4190 Aya Sofya:
58r), Lata'if Sharifi (Falak Ala Tabrezi 1381: 432), and, based on these sources, in Nafayes al-
Funun (Shams al-Din Muhammad Amuli 1381: 1/313), another name for the Ruzname
Register was "Daftar-e Ta'lig". However, it should be noted that "Daftar-e Ta'liq"
fundamentally differs from "Ta'liq", which is among the types of Divani documents. The term
"Ta'liq" referred to a kind of promissory note lacking the registration marks and seals of the
Mustawfi (fiscal officers) (see Shadrooymanesh and Irani 1396: 187-205). The Daftar-e Ta'liq
or Ruzname was a register where the income, expenditures, and financial events of each day
were recorded (see Anvari 1373: 250; Sharik Amin 1357: 152). It should also be mentioned
that "Ta'liq" in the absolute sense of a written document was also used in historical texts and
has documented examples.

2. Umm al-Hisab: According to the Risala-i Siyaq, since the Ruzname forms the primary
core of the Daftar-i Taujih and Daftar-i Awarija, and the accounts are transferred from this
register to these two registers, another name for the Ruzname was "Umm al-Hisab" (Kermani
6544 Majlis: 113).

3. Umm al-Jara'id and Jaridat al-Ta'lig: In Hadigat al-Hisab, other names mentioned for
the Ruzname Register were "Umm al-Jara'id" and "Jaridat al-Ta'liq". It is important to note
that the other names for the Ruzname Register (Daftar-e Ta'liq, Umm al-Hisab, Umm al-
Jara'id, and Jaridat al-Ta'lig) have only been seen in the writings of some Mustawfi who
described the Divani registers. So far, no textual evidence for these names has been found in
other texts. This suggests that the Ruzname Register (Ruznamaj) was known and used by its
primary name.

The rules for writing the Ruzname Register can be divided into two sections: Dos and Don'ts.

1. Dos Record the events of each day, and if no event occurs, note it for that day by writing
"Khaliya", "Khali", or "Bayaz" underneath. Include numerical pagination at the beginning of
the daily events.

2. Don'ts Erasing, modifying, or any form of tampering with the entries in the Ruzname was
not permitted. If correction and modification were necessary, they had to be annotated, and
the reason had to be written below it. Drawing "Jayeze" marks (a type of verification mark):
In the terminology of the Diwan, a "Jayeze" was a mark or symbol placed in the Diwani
registers after verification (Anvari 1373: 90). This type of verification and placing of Jayeze
was specific to the amounts or quantities of goods recorded in some Diwani registers. Thus, to
ensure the accuracy of the amount after completing income and expenditure, the amount
would be verified and corrected, and a Jayeze mark would be placed to indicate that this
verification had been completed. However, in the Ruzname, since it is not compared with
another copy, drawing a Jayeze mark is not permissible. "Siyaqat" (maintaining a specific
order) is not mandatory, and entries are recorded in the order of occurrence rather than a
specific order. Categorization: As mentioned in the Risala-i Siyaq (Kermani 6544 Majlis:
113), creating or maintaining specific categories in the Ruzname Register is not necessary.

Commencement Time of Writing the Daily Journal As stated in the treatise "Siyag" (Kermani
6544 Majlis: 113), at the beginning of each solar new year, the plan for the daily journal
(ruznameh) was drawn up.

Conclusion

In Persian texts, the term "ruznameh™ has been used in various forms such as "ruznamjeh”,
"ruznamcheh™, and "ruznamje". It has historical evidence dating back to Pahlavi (roznamag)
and was adopted into Arabic as "al-ruznamaj" and "al-ruznamjeh” in texts of that language.
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The daily journal (ruznameh), known by its original name, served a specific purpose.
However, other names such as "daftar-e ta'liq”, "om al-hisab”, "om al-jaraid", and "jaridat al-
ta'lig" were only observed in the writings of some authors who described administrative
registers; textual evidence for these names in other sources is scarce. Occasionally, the term
"ketab" (book) was also used instead of "daftar". Based on the reviewed texts, it can be stated
that the daily journal was the most important and principal administrative register where all
daily occurrences such as entries and exits, assignments of responsibilities, complaints,
events, and issued rulings were meticulously recorded in chronological order with detailed
particulars. The drafting of this journal necessitated special care and caution, as corrections or
alterations were not permissible; only annotations (targin) were allowed to indicate revisions.
In the ruznameh, primary accounts of receipts and payments were recorded, followed by their
transfer to secondary registers such as "daftar-e avarejeh™ and others in accordance with
established rules. In case of errors or complaints, the ruznameh was the first point of
reference, and initially, the ruznameh writer would handle requests. This highlights the
sensitivity of the ruznameh writer's role, as even minor inaccuracies could lead to accusations.
The usage of the daily journal was consistent in works like "Al-Murshid", "Sa'adatnameh”,
and "Risala-i Falakiyyeh™ (notable registers during the Mongol and Timurid periods). This
journal commenced at the beginning of each solar year. Another characteristic was the
obligatory recording of each day's date, including the month and year, even if no transactions
occurred. If nothing significant happened on a particular day, it was customary to write
"khali", "khalya", or "bayaz" after the date. Failure to adhere to these practices could lead to
accusations of negligence in recording events or assumptions of oversight and error. Another
practice for maintaining order was the registration of numerical page numbers for enhanced
precision in organizing content.
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