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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

In the field of sports, generating financial wealth is of significant importance. Financial resources in
sports can help establish competitive balance, thereby enabling a systematic approach to sports
development. Given the current challenges in resource allocation within sports, where financial
distribution often falls short of established standards, the necessity of establishing a geography of
wealth creation has become increasingly apparent. The development of sports highlights the pivotal
role financial resources play, particularly in providing essential equipment and facilities as an initial
step. In today's context, sports advancement is unattainable without sufficient financial backing. This
study aimed to propose a communication model identifying the factors influencing the development
of a wealth-creating geography in Iranian basketball. The research employed a mixed-methods
approach, integrating both qualitative and quantitative

Methodology

This study is mixed-methods research combining qualitative and quantitative approaches. Given its
applicability to sports organizations, it is classified as applied research. The qualitative component
utilized a thematic analysis approach to explore the subject in depth. Data collection was conducted
through fieldwork. In this study, the DEMATEL method was employed, requiring the statistical
samples to be consistent in both quality and quantity. This approach ensures that individuals with
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comprehensive knowledge of the subject matter respond to the questionnaire. The statistical sample
comprised experts in sports management, selected based on their relevant experience and expertise
in the research topic. A purposive sampling method was employed to identify the participants, and
sampling continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. Ultimately, 13 individuals were selected
as the sample. Theoretical saturation was reached during the 12th interview, with the 13th interview
conducted to confirm saturation. The inclusion criteria for participants required both practical and
research experience in financial aspects and expertise in basketball. These criteria were established
based on prior studies. After verifying that participants met these criteria, the specific research sample
was finalized, ensuring that sampling continued until theoretical saturation was fully attained.

Findings

The results revealed six overarching factors influencing the development of a wealth-creating
geography in Iranian basketball: knowledge, legal, technical, human, political, and promotional
factors. To analyze the relationships among these identified factors, the DEMATEL method was
employed. In the first step of the DEMATEL analysis, the relationships between the factors were
determined using the total communication matrix. This matrix illustrates the direct and indirect
relationships among the factors. Table 4 presents the total communication matrix, highlighting the
interactions and interdependencies of these factors. To calculate the internal relations matrix, the
threshold value must first be determined. This process helps to filter out less significant relationships,
enabling the construction of a reliable network map of relationships. In this map, only the connections
with values in the T matrix that exceed the threshold value are included. By doing so, the network
map focuses on meaningful relationships, ensuring clarity and relevance in depicting the interactions
among the identified factors. To determine the threshold value for relationships, the average of the
values in the T matrix is calculated. Once the threshold value is established, all values in the T matrix
smaller than the threshold are set to zero, indicating that these causal relationships are not considered
significant. In this study, the calculated threshold value is 0.146. Consequently, any values in the T
matrix below 0.146 are treated as zero, effectively excluding these weaker relationships from the
analysis. This process ensures that only the most impactful relationships are included in the causal

Discussion and Conclusion

The results indicated that six general factors—knowledge, legal, technical, human, political, and
promotional—were identified as key factors influencing the development of wealth-creating
geography in Iranian basketball. According to the findings, knowledge factors (network effect =
1.802), technical factors (network effect = 0.459), and human factors (network effect = 0.172) were
recognized as causal factors. Therefore, focusing on knowledge, technical, and human factors, while
also fostering the development of other factors, can contribute to the growth of wealth-creating
geography in Iranian basketball. Based on the findings of this study, it is recommended to create
investment incentives. Additionally, insurance sponsorship of commercial activities within basketball
can help mitigate the concerns and risks associated with investing in this sector. This approach would
create the conditions and opportunities for attracting financial resources and generating wealth in the
field. Additionally, based on the results of this study, it is recommended to organize seasonal festivals
that connect recreational activities with basketball professions in cities with talent and interest in the
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sport. Such events would help promote basketball, attract audiences, and create opportunities for
wealth generation. The study also suggests the creation of information systems, including statistics
and data related to various aspects of basketball, to identify areas with potential for growth in the
sport. A key focus should be placed on the equitable distribution of resources in line with the available
capacities. Besides, the results of this study suggest fostering collaboration with banks and credit
institutions to provide both large and microcredits for commercial activities within basketball, which
would improve the absorption of financial resources into the sport. The study also recommends
designing and implementing recreational basketball programs, including street basketball in
underserved areas, to create opportunities for audience engagement and increase participation in the
sport.
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Figure 1. Relationship network map
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