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Extended Abstract

Background and Purpose

Teaching moral principles has always been a central focus of physical education and sports programs
due to their significant human aspects (Seyd Ameri Kashif & Fatahpour Marandi, 2015, p. 145).
Ethical behavior among colleagues is one of the fundamental human needs. Morality, in the context
of the plural forms of the word, refers to dispositions. Cultivating moral behavior in individuals is
essential for fostering a just and ethical society. The science of ethics involves examining and
evaluating human temperaments and behavior. Human behaviors are shaped by both inheritance and
education within society. Four fundamental elements are involved in the moral process: moral
sensitivity, moral judgment, moral motivation, and moral action (Safari Dolo et al., 2021, p. 54).
Sports, as a significant factor in shaping societal culture and ethics, can play a crucial role in the
development of young people, the creation of role models, and the enhancement of national pride.
The ethical dimensions of sports behavior have consistently been a subject of reflection
(Derakhshandeh et al., 2021, p. 74). However, the drive for success in competitive sports has
introduced challenges in this domain. The emphasis on results-oriented approaches, lucrative
contracts, clubs' competition to attract top players regardless of their moral qualities, the
commercialization of sports, and aggressive marketing have led to a departure from ethical and
spiritual values. Consequently, a new type of athlete, less concerned with ethics, has emerged. Elliott
(1999, p. 73) noted that while international games and competitions symbolize the accumulation of
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social values and creativity, financial incentives, public expectations, and the intense desire to win
have led many championship-level athletes to compromise their health and ethical principles. This
has resulted in various moral issues in competitive sports, including violations of game rules,
disrespect towards opponents, rude protests against referees, violence in response to losses, and an
obsession with winning at any cost. At the same time, championship sports can negatively impact
athletes in behavioral and moral aspects, leading to traits such as selfishness, arrogance, and the
development of moral vices like pride, self-righteousness, and violence. These issues can foster hatred
and isolation. The societal harm caused by these behaviors can be far greater than individual damage.
Therefore, while athletes may benefit from training, those lacking moral virtues pose a danger to
society, as they may provoke conflict and harm others. Such individuals also serve as inappropriate
role models (Mandalizadeh, 2020, p. 155).

Materials and Methods

This study is qualitative research aimed at developing a model for enhancing moral literacy among
professional football players in Iran. It employs a grounded theory approach within qualitative
research, using an exploratory method. In this study, a literature review and exploratory interviews
were conducted to analyze and present a model for developing moral literacy among lranian
professional football players. This analysis utilized a data-driven approach and content analysis
methods, including coding of analysis units, categories, and recording units. The field interviews were
carried out with experts, including coaches, referees, football veterans with postgraduate degrees
(master’s and doctorate), and professors in sports management who had significant experience and
expertise in the subject. These individuals had also published at least one research article, lecture,
research project, or book on moral literacy and ethics in sports. Purposive sampling was used to select
the interviewees.

Findings

Initially, 89 conceptual codes were identified. After extensive reviews and consultations with
supervisors and several professors, these were organized into 13 categories and 47 conceptual
codes. These codes were categorized into six dimensions of the paradigm model: Casual
conditions: 2 categories; Main category: Development of moral literacy among Iranian
professional football players, with 3 categories; Strategies: 2 categories; Background
conditions: 2 categories; Intervening conditions: 2 categories; Consequences: 2 categories.

Conclusion

The aim of this study was to develop a model for enhancing moral literacy among professional
football players in Iran. According to the results, media and family factors, identified as causal
conditions, play a crucial role in the model for developing moral literacy among these players. Edni
and Harap (2022, p. 29) stated that modern media possess significant potential for the culturalization
and institutionalization of moral codes. Given the strong convergence between sports and media, this
potential is particularly effective in enhancing moral standards in sports and facilitating their
development. However, because media have a large audience and the capability to produce and
disseminate content, they can be instrumental in promoting desirable ethical behaviors. To effectively
utilize this potential, it is crucial to involve specialized and experienced experts and establish
dedicated committees to develop and oversee ethical codes and content in sports. Proper planning and
execution in this area are essential for achieving the desired impact. Ethics has been a fundamental
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subject since the dawn of humanity, and its importance has only grown over time. Today, discussions
about social responsibilities and global standards of human moral principles are increasingly
prominent, including within the sports community. Promoting ethics in sports organizations and
fostering moral excellence in sports culture not only creates a vibrant and positive environment but
also enhances productivity. To achieve this, moral values should be effectively taught within sports
environments, with a focus on developing moral literacy. This approach will enable athletes to
become self-sufficient and independent in their moral sensitivity, potential, and reasoning, allowing
them to make sound moral decisions during critical moments.
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Table 1- Results of two coder's reliability test
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Figure 2 - Conceptual model for presenting a model for the development of moral literacy among
professional football players in Iran
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