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Abstract

Introduction: Nowadays, in contrast with the static (Cartesian)
approach to the self-consciousness, a new approach has emerged in
the fields of cognitive sciences and philosophy of mind which is
usually called dynamic (developmental) approach. The proponents of
this approach Including Damasio, Rochat, Lawrenson, Baker and
many others despite some disagreements, agree in some points.

Method: In this paper, in the context of discovery we have used the
method of content analysis and in the context of justification the
method of conceptual and rational analysis of ontological and
epistemological foundations. Our aim is to answer this main question
that what is the Mulla Sadra’s viewpoint about self-consciousness
with regard to dynamic and static approaches to self-consciousness in
cognitive sciences and philosophy of mind.

Findings: Mulla Sadra’s viewpoint about self-consciousness is
fully different form that of previous philosophers. This viewpoint has
some structural components that their counterparts can be observed in
new theories of self-consciousness in cognitive sciences and
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philosophy of mind. The proponents of the dynamic approach to self-
consciousness in spite of some disagreements, converge in several
axes. These agreed axes can be considered as the structural
components of this new approach. These components can be
summarized in the following axes: 1- The reality of self is not rooted
in an abstract substance rather it is rooted in the body and its organs 2-
The reality of self and consequently self-consciousness is not a static
and fixed issue rather, it is a dynamic and developing process. 3- The
relation with others, namely external world and other human beings,
has a key role in the development and evolvement of self-
consciousness. 4- Self-consciousness has a direct relation with
embodiment since self-consciousness at least in its primitive levels is
deeply rooted in the distinction between body and peripheral world.
So, embodiment has a fundamental role in the formation of self-
consciousness. Concerning Mulla Sadra’s viewpoint about self-
consciousness and with deep contemplation on his philosophical bases
we come to this conclusion that four aforementioned components of
self-consciousness in dynamic approach is accepted by Mulla Sadra as
well. But what makes his viewpoint different is the belief that
although what makes “self” or “I” is not initially an abstract and
independent substance from body, it can, through an evolving process,
free itself from the limitations of embodiment and continues its
existence as an incorporeal substance.

Conclusion: Mulla Sadra’s viewpoint about self-consciousness
include many of the components of dynamic approach, but because of
his innovative idea of the evolving process of human soul through
substantial motion his viewpoint cannot be easily categorized under
the contemporary dynamic approaches to self-consciousness which
usually emphasis on the embodiment of self and reject the possibility
of the independence of human soul (mind) from body.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Self-consciosness, Dynamic approach,

Static approach, Embodiment, Relation with external world.
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