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The Book of Salvation (al-Naj t) is one of Avicenna's most significant 
works, encompassing essays on logic, natural science, theology, and 
mathematics. The latter section was added by al-Jawjaz n , drawing from 
Avicenna's mathematical writings. The theology part presents Avicenna's 
metaphysical principles and his final views on metaphysics. The section on 
resurrection is a central topic within the theology part. Avicenna states in the 
introduction that one of his objectives in writing the Book of Salvation was 
to provide a philosophical explanation of resurrection. In this theology, 
Avicenna bases his account of resurrection on various principles from his 
theoretical and practical philosophy, making it, in fact, a culmination of 
both. 
Since all currently published versions of the theology section of the Book of 
Salvation fail to meet the standards of a critical edition and have overlooked 
the valuable early manuscript of Murad Molla 1410, they cannot be 
regarded as critically edited texts. This highlights the necessity of producing 
a proper critical edition. The Murad Molla 1410 manuscript was transcribed 
by Ri w n b. al-S t , a sixth-century AH scholar, and underwent a 
thorough comparison with other manuscripts and works by Avicenna for 
fifteen years after its transcription. At the end of this manuscript, there are 
five "bal gh" notes (collation statements certifying that the manuscript was 
collated with a more original copy held by the teacher and confirmed to 
match it). Additionally, numerous other collation statements appear 
throughout the manuscript. The scribe also inserted valuable marginal notes, 
comparing the Book of Salvation with Avicenna's other works, including the 
Book of Healing (al-Shif ) and Origin and Destination (al-Mabda  wa-l-
Ma d). 
Given the importance of resurrection in Avicenna's intellectual system and 
the theology of the Book of Salvation, this article prioritizes and presents a 
critical edition of the resurrection section of the book. The edition is based 
on three early and valuable manuscripts from the sixth century AH, housed 
in the following libraries: st n-i Quds Razavi, Haraççi O lu, and Murad 
Molla. These manuscripts surpass all other extant copies in terms of both 
temporal precedence and accuracy. The article offers an analysis of the 
resurrection section in the theology of the Book of Salvation and provides a 
detailed codicology of these three manuscripts. 
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Extended Abstract 

Introduction 

Over two hundred books and treatises are attributed to Avicenna, some of 

which are extensive and encyclopedic in nature, including the Book of 

Salvation. This work encompasses sections on logic, natural science, 

mathematics, and theology. The theology section presents Avicenna’s 

metaphysical system and addresses key problems in metaphysics. 

Notably, the theology of the Book of Salvation closely resembles that of 

the Book of Healing, while the second article of the theology in the Book 

of Salvation bears similarities to Origin and Destination (al-Mabda  wa-l-

Ma d). However, a closer examination reveals that, contrary to common 

belief, the theology of the Book of Salvation is not merely a summary of 

the Book of Healing, nor does the second article fully correspond to 

Origin and Destination. Instead, there are significant differences, with 

many passages from the Book of Healing either substantially edited or 

omitted in the Book of Salvation. 
The Book of Salvation has two introductions. In the first, Avicenna 

outlines his objective for writing the book, explaining that a group of his 
peers requested him to compile a work containing essential knowledge. 
By mastering this knowledge, they could distinguish themselves from the 
common people and be counted among the intellectual elite, acquiring 
proficiency in philosophical principles. According to this introduction, 
they asked Avicenna to present the principles of logic, natural science, 
geometry, arithmetic, cosmology (hay a), music, and theology in the 
clearest and most concise manner possible. They also sought guidance on 
resurrection, ethics, and practical deeds to attain "salvation" from 
misguidance. One of their specific requests was a philosophical account 
of resurrection. A review of Avicenna's works shows that a major 
distinction of the theological section in The Book of Salvation is its 
significant expansion of the resurrection topic, providing the most 
detailed philosophical account of how the soul separates from the body 
compared to his other works. While Avicenna revisits similar ideas in 
Origin and Destination, his discussion of resurrection in The Book of 
Salvation is more eloquent, comprehensive, and systematically presented 
(see the forthcoming critical edition, 2024, p. 388). Therefore, since his 
treatment of resurrection in The Book of Healing adds nothing new to that 
of The Book of Salvation, the latter offers Avicenna's finest exposition on 
resurrection. In these works, Avicenna acknowledges bodily resurrection 
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as outlined in religious teachings, but he presents a rational formulation of 
resurrection that pertains solely to the soul, which does not contradict 
religious doctrine. Avicenna’s philosophical approach, deeply intertwined 
with his views on the analysis of pleasure, pain, and true happiness, 
provides a valuable model for understanding the path of life and the 
essence of genuine happiness. 

Since all currently published versions of the theology section of the 

Book of Salvation fail to meet the standards of a critical edition and have 

overlooked the valuable early manuscript of Murad Molla 1410, they 

cannot be regarded as critically edited texts. This highlights the necessity 

of producing a proper critical edition. The Murad Molla 1410 manuscript 

was transcribed by Ri w n b. al-S t , a sixth-century AH scholar, and 

underwent a thorough comparison with other manuscripts and works by 

Avicenna for fifteen years after its transcription. At the end of this 

manuscript, there are five "bal gh" notes (collation statements certifying 

that the manuscript was collated with a more original copy held by the 

teacher and confirmed to match it). Additionally, numerous other 

collation statements appear throughout the manuscript. The scribe also 

inserted valuable marginal notes, comparing the Book of Salvation with 

Avicenna's other works, including the Book of Healing (al-Shif ) and 

Origin and Destination (al-Mabda  wa-l-Ma d). 

Given the importance of resurrection in Avicenna's intellectual system 

and the theology of the Book of Salvation, this article prioritizes and 

presents a critical edition of the resurrection section of the book. The 

edition is based on three early and valuable manuscripts from the sixth 

century AH, housed in the following libraries: st n-i Quds Razavi, 

Haraççi O lu, and Murad Molla. These manuscripts surpass all other 

extant copies in terms of both temporal precedence and accuracy. The 

article offers an analysis of the resurrection section in the theology of the 

Book of Salvation and provides a detailed codicology of these three 

manuscripts. 

Method 

The three manuscripts from st n-i Quds Razavi, Haraççi O lu, and 

Murad Molla are not only the earliest among the extant manuscripts, but, 

as a comparison of their content with other manuscripts reveals, they are 

also the most accurate. Among these three, although the Haraççi O lu and 

Murad Molla manuscripts are later than the Astan manuscript, they are 
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preferable. One reason for this is their more precise transcription of the 

text, and another is that the scribes of the Haraççi O lu and Murad Molla 

manuscripts were scholars from the sixth and seventh centuries AH. 

Therefore, the Astan manuscript is less preferable to these two. However, 

despite their antiquity, the Haraççi O lu and Murad Molla manuscripts 

were transcribed from distinct early sources, allowing them to 

complement each other. For this reason, none of the three manuscripts 

serves as the base for our critical edition; instead, our methodology is 

collative (in which no manuscript is considered more basic). 

Findings 

Given what Avicenna presents in this section, it is essential to reflect on 

the following: 

1. In the theology of The Book of Salvation, Avicenna explicitly 

acknowledges bodily resurrection based on religious teachings and the 

Prophet’s report. Additionally, he provides a rational explanation of a 

resurrection exclusive to the soul, grounded in his account of true 

pleasure, pain, and ultimate happiness. 

2. In this section, Avicenna presents a compelling connection between 

theoretical and practical wisdom on the one hand, and the true 

happiness of the soul on the other. He asserts that a happy individual is 

one who continuously acquires philosophical knowledge and reforms 

their practical conduct. Thus, according to Avicenna, theoretical and 

practical wisdom are not merely educational or didactic fields but play 

a direct and decisive role in shaping the course of human life and the 

afterlife. 

3. Contrary to al-F r b , who limits resurrection to souls whose secondary 

perfections have been actualized, Avicenna asserts that all human souls 

survive bodily death. He further explains that even "ignorant" souls, 

which have not attained rational truths, can be recipients of divine 

mercy, provided they are not tainted by vices. 

4. Avicenna attributes to certain scholars the view that some naïve 

(ignorant) souls join celestial bodies, making this attribution in both 

Origin and Destination and Remarks and Admonitions (al-Ish r t wa-l-

Tanb h t). In his commentary on the latter, Khw ja Na r al-D n al-

s  suggests that Avicenna is referring to al-F r b . However, a 

review of al-F r b ’s works indicates that he did not propose such a 

view regarding the fate of souls. 
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