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Abstract

The present article with the aim of interpretation and reviving the meaning of
forgiveness is reading Ricoeur’s “Thereness” of forgiveness. Therefore,
according to hermeneutical understanding, Being is interpreted as
forgiveness and giveness and by using hermeneutics method and an
ontological perspective, the findings of the research illustrated that the
conditions of possibility in understanding is Being-in-the-world and
projecting in the future possibilities. As well, | found that understanding as a
possible Being-ness, is the possibility of forgiveness. According to this
theoretical view and by using Ricoeur’s narrative structure we are going to
answer to these main questions that how can forgiveness be possible as
Being-ness and how human can understand his possibilities in the arena of “I
can” and give meaning to them? In order to illustrate the manifestation of
forgiveness in the world of the text and showing how the “Thereness” of
Dasein can be possible, we project ourselves in the narrative possibilities of
Time of Love movie through re-figuration to achieve a reading of
forgiveness and new understanding of ourselves. According to Ricoeur’s
view as each interpretation is an understanding of ourselves through the
other, by placing ourselves in the possibilities of the story’s hero and
emphasizing on “I can”, we’ll pass our present self and enter to the arena of
love and forgiveness; we’ll place “there”.
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1. Introdution

The Word forgiveness, at the first glance, seems to be a religious and theological concept. Although,
nowadays, this concept concerns by many fields such as law, psychology, communication, social
sciences, and politics. Although, in mental health field we can see solidarity about the importance of
forgiveness, but there is no considerable consensus about what forgiveness really is and how it can be
realized. The forgiveness concept rise considerable theoretical and philosophical questions such as
what does forgiveness mean and how it can be possible?

Forgiveness is a sophisticated and crucial concept in human relationship. There are many
theoretical and philosophical challenges which move this concept through human science passages.
Still, what is important for this article is based on leading forgiveness through philosophical
hermeneutics. In this path, Ricoeur’s hermeneutics narrative has a high capability to interpret the
forgiveness concept which is able to disclose a new meaningful horizon and put forward newly arrived
meaningful possibilities.

In Ricouer’s thinking, forgiveness has been considered from a specific view. According to Ricouer,
the difficulty of forgiveness or to be forgiven refers to hermeneutics understanding rather than to
human ability. Moreover, meanwhile Ricouer describes the possibility of forgiveness, he is not
pursuing for understanding of the origin or the goal of forgiveness, rather his attention is on a specific
possibility of forgiveness which he calls it “thereness”. According to selecting this Heideggerian term,
we can perceive that the intended possibility for Ricouer is not an epistemological, but an existential
possibility. Therefore, in the interpretation of the concept of forgiveness, understanding should act
outside the boundary of modern subjectivity reason and cognition in order to accomplish
reinterpretation.

The difficulty of forgiveness and its meeting with theology and philosophy and also its
impossibility to some thinkers, makes it something beyond the human capability and capacity. As
Ricouer knows it a gift from God and a theological concept, but also he refers to the Heideggerian
term of “it gives” or “es gibt” and accomplishes another reading of forgiveness that places it in the
arena of love, prosperity, and .... Although, in The Difficulty of Forgiveness, Ricouer does not
describe forgiveness in an existential arena, so the contribution of this article is to describe how
forgiveness can be possible in this arena. In another word, to illustrate the possibility of forgiveness in
this arena, | am supposed to give a re-reading to the Ricouer’s reading to forgiveness.

2. Method

C onsidering the importance of forgiveness and different perspectives and by using the ontology of
understanding and re-reading the concept of forgiveness in Ricouer’s perspective, the present article is
supposed to answer to this critical question that how “thereness” is the specific possibility of
forgiveness? And through, Ricouer’s hermeneutics narrative method, how we can understand and
measured our possibilities and make it meaningful in the arena of “I can™? Therefore, by using
Heidegger philosophy and identifying the relation between Being and giveness and the relationship
between existential understanding and Dasein, | have provided the path for interpreting forgiveness
meaning. According to hermeneutical understanding and Ricouer’s projecting ability in the narrative
text, it is possible to interpret Heidegger’s perspective from understanding as the potentiality-for-
Being in the form of narrative projecting to make the interpreter projection and finally the self-
understanding possible. Therefore, in order to describe the concept of forgiveness as a potentiality-for-
Being, I am using Ricouer’s narrative structure and re-figuration as a way of interpretation.

3. Conclusion

According to the previous paragraphs the reader in his/her creative text interpretation achieves to a
new self-understanding and provides the possibility of the giveness forgiveness. In such reading “T
can” place myself in the open possibilities of the narrative text and appropriate the possibilities of the
story’s hero. The appropriation of the text possibilities and hermeneutic understanding of the world
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belonging to the hero of the story is the act in which the re-figuration may occurs. The re-figuration of
a narration indeed is the possibility of entering the “thereness” and the openness of the giveness
forgiveness.

From a lexicographical view | illustrated that the word forgiveness means gift, to donate and to
give. In German language a specific state of the word “Geben” (to give) also can means “to be”. In
this article I elaborated the “est gibt” term of Heidegger and explained that Heidegger’s intention for
this term neither only means “to be”, but he also considers its literal meaning which is “it gives”. From
this view, Being has an ontological relation with forgiveness. From the other hand, | elaborated that
from Heideggerian view understanding is an existential possibility that is only allocated to Dasein and
the possibility of understanding conditions is the way of Being- in- the- world and projecting in the
future conditions. As a result, if understanding is an existential possibility and Being can also mean
forgiveness, consequently we can recognize that understanding is the possibility of forgiveness.

From the other hand, by describing the meaning of forgiveness as Ricouer’s “thereness” and
pointing to his quote that “forgiveness is there”, I posed forgiveness to the relation of Dasein and
the “thereness” of Dasein in Ricouer’s view in relation to the text world is something to be set forth.
From one hand, according to Ricouer, understanding is an aspect of existence and we can consider it
as the understanding of open possibilities. From the other hand, in text interpretation, understanding
can go beyond the open possibilities and by projecting “I can” in the open possibilities of the
narration, dealing with the re-figuration of possibilities and appropriate them. Exploring the new
possibilities and projecting in them is also, a new understanding of self. Moreover, according to
Ricouer’s view, forgiveness as “thereness” I concluded that the self-understanding takes place in
narrative projecting and facing with appropriating incident that brings the new self, a preparative
incident for hearing the forgiveness voice of “thereness”.

To interpret forgiveness meaning and measuring the possibility of self-understanding based on
forgiveness as “thereness”, I studied “in the Time of Love” movie. By emphasizing on Ricour’s “I
can” and using the narrative structure in his view and also re-figuration as a way of interpretation, that
is able to disclose the concealed possibilities of the story’s hero for the reader and leads to a new self-
understanding, | have paid attention to this issue that how we can go further from the open narrative
possibilities in the movie in the stage of memises3 and in the intersection of text world and the reader
world, measured the ability of the reader or the audience itself in his/her relation with forgiveness.

In this stage, | stated that how can the reader, by going beyond the open possibilities in the text
world, and using the text world for the real world of the reader, measures the possibility of forgiveness
as “thereness” in his/her world and in Ricouer’s language appropriate the “thereness” of forgiveness.
By re-figuration of the movie narration and the appropriation of the text world by the reader and as a
new hero of the narration passes from the ontological turbulence of forgiveness possibility and be
invited to the “thereness” arena of love and freedom till in the interval of his self-understanding
achieves a new understanding of forgiveness.
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1. aletheia/unconcealment
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5. possibility

6. existential

oo &S ple glime 4y Sl b Sl oyl pis g 3935 5l Sygps e cuwl oyl (CONtingency) ol oKl Y
D) olds ol 5 b D939 3l 5 yg s

8. existential

9. mdglichkeit



vy e 93 R (53939 LAl BLESST g (Sogalonl AU 3o )3 jguas Milliady ity Sz J1oU

s 35 Caled aSdy s oo Sl leis plily of Jas 51 Ll ] e8> b o Gl
o siagdly o SaECp g 0kd Sy g3y doye 4 oS Canl € ol P s cplils
Caled o2 (pljls alioay Ll .l oo BB S0/ jluleiia S| adll 39290 Olgis
(Kearney,1980: 177-8) cusl iuo (yilSal y ol cudsd 9 cunl (Sein) Kol va 4 (Da)

&S Cul gloas by s blaa oplily ciS olg o oKl 5l Lae opl 4 dn g5 b
S 1) 33 slagyb Ml 5 (5958 cnl 13 939 J1B Llass S92 5l Wl e
@ Kl o a5 Canl (ol st plils sl 0395 o el el SO silie 4 a5 Sl
el Sz Sala 1y JSal i 9 02835 ISal K plyiser oo sow
ol e AT SGlpyb 5 wiSBlLE i SUISG)  1) iags Wi e cplily (ST b cpll
s slalSal )3 1) ledgd wuilgs o bo il o] plxl 4 B &S conl LU )l
ol (Bl 1y (oS8l 5l 3 cplils (2l Sl oS (i e B g2 @318
Tt il ) S i gl o)l gl SBlzb ltedy ISl L a8 il e (6,500
P ool Y olly € Gule» cwl plib SSSle b« K STl o
2ol s g 95 cplil hwy 0328 gl ierd sl Sz b
i & e Sl gligS il g (il Blea mod Sl Jlas 5l il (SSlz b
ol wiigs b Jhwiliw S Ojpe 4 s Ul G @l ol Gl
Lwgi b Canl oplsly 4 aisie b5 a8 canl (399 oKl )] vod (Heidegger,2001:183)
b qotd Glgis 4 cplil ST SEle b el )5 1) s s Wlgn cplils ]
g 3 apd o &S UKol - cpwds gy - (it (] NSEl ol p Sy 1) 55
Ss.'.ﬁ‘c).\o “ad )i o .(ibid) «A.;.‘SUA Cax> u;bl.) Je 039‘1'5 dbaoliol 4\51/0 ol (o
Sl slaglSal S8lzsb yn )3 g 3500 plsl o slag Sl wrd ol 2 calils un
Db o0 0395 (il (eetd s

B oplilo» icwl 55 095 51 cplils Las wrd Cpioon (plild 850 g 0345 (sla Sl W'Qrg
o ol g cunl osnegd Liala el s 1) 368 iwlis g 0lgen o a5 b
kB A opd yp yd cplily (ibid: 185) €aegd saled ila el a1y 245
90579 ol Sl jlai j10yS oo i 53 (e 3 ) s 92y Iy 9 e e

1. throwness

2. facticity

3. projected

4. potentiality-for-Being



£Y oly VEeF sl g ko ) Byl FY Jo caiadd 173

Sledb gl gee & ol 295 oo 38 51 bl wa gk ol o329 Jl)
& ol )0 wrd > ol oxiS8l3 ] 1y (3o cplild a5l (ol Sl gl ash
Wlgee bl bgli o Liala Sl wad 5> cplsls (ibid: 188) €395 o0 (5395 b 503 5
Sl 3ls wald 1) Ghass (Sadl Bl 5 5 Con & i ol ) e 32
bsb wtd hign cnl @l G Ghygn el i g ol el ned
(ibid) €pw oS o
4t bl sleda 5o (it (ISl (g Sl Glsicds wrd i
PS4y 9300 03 &l (i ol g s lixe 1 29y b e oy Lo
S 2 9y ool il 4 patie S o oad bl g Conl S las s 503
= 0o 8979 b Sgie s wid Dl oS | plisy Bl erd (Sl ol iy
S92y Bl S sy e cpl Sl Sl bl plils 395 slacusdse 5 Gl =
Gl pid led b

255 S e 3 Sl b £
2 oo ol (ol gt 53 ol pre Cuidls (Sl Bguld 2 5l e GlFe 1) s9%e)
5 g XS n S S Sagls 5 sl b e Sl Sy ol
b3 3935 950 Dgie Bline uilyind § DL lyisas & 5 5905 b jage lyise
bl a8 LTl ojls e € San poh Kgioyn a4 U conl (gpmmo JWid 4 Olé g jois
5 1 sy (pblixo 4 G5 g s inds )3 o] il S sl Sas (535240
a5 € Son yol  wlidyld & oliwd jews 3 4555, (Kearney,2010: 50) «Cuwlile ¢ 1
Cplgices o (bl dod I piler o gl GuglsS cghawl () 858 4 1y 395
Job g og8 o5l ()8 9> 52 gl il b sl o g )0 9l S o0 3 oo (Tisn e
o Olgiedr &b (elil ©ygo @ &) gl 85 o) ple nl > A5 e sl
Jbe & g b il o golae canl aispel o3 Colad L (olayg) o )3 0)lg0m o pelonc
5 8l diraj > 295 slo bl 1 st &8 sl Jaill Jlane o} slone Sy &S ghaus)
bogilly |y jloss i (sl yn 2 53 168> & WS o ke |y sy (ol y5Sy 8 eolial
465 3 ol 5355 oy 615 5L 5 o ol a5l ane U] Sl Sl
il 5 350 o5l clan el 55 U] 39 g Jully lamn 3 o |y 45 5 oS

1. deconstruction
2. Différance



VYo 3 ol (D939 Ly BLEST! g (Sagaloul afljie 40 jguies liedy sy Lo ool

aS Bl e o (olowdil 5,555, ;0 W)l dpg A Cilw g (Slb e 2 Hlaxe O
oy cnl el 2929 b (ibid) cund Jedll o1 5 05l o1 (lojen gl ye 1o 50 jless
oy 3 ot | 355 slagISal Slgm 555 ol e, A ol g ae ol
B3l Joliae |y o g s ) 353 255 4 €l o 02
D 3 355 o a5 Sl 51 SISl Sl i aad ol oS ygolen

285y i w8 sl o] 5 1y ol st Wlsi e 395 slapSel oad b clils 5 3550
2l wd g e > il g canl gt aelej Jhuslin 51 5L bles (Sl
o5T Al st JUB 5> iidsie 5 395 i | g dtsl o oy 9290 o il (S
e s 5 M Sl G |y el ol e, s Sy
ol 31 (Kearney,1984: 32) €l 401,658 asly s 486 ¢ 29 0 & Lo el 5
b 598y S (e Sl Jhwlinn ST GGl plgisar 1) ol o8 conl slailiels 5o
Sal 5 ot 5ol gt 9 G S i 2y S gl ) it 51 S
g & WS Ol S 5 plaids )0 Lt dllie )3 gl S oo o)l libogy b alyeld
035 Jos > 2Uly g 05l (S8l sk zobaw )3 LS )18 d92g S5 (g (oS
S o G5 iy canleSly ot Sl g 5 S 3 g 55 4 olpes
1395 bl (30 Lo

B e |y o5l ol Lo 2 & sl Sion Glanl 5 oo, 51 (51 "o LualSLs LST,p

9 OSee Ly o S0k IS 0 S lSaiin ) OB (Ses slaai

S ol daB o) 0 e e il Lles SUSA L Maglojl e 1y LS il

Sl 35 Jas 45 (Fygo 3 xS B e sy ol ik b e il

3l )05 S8k o)l IS o 4 2y 25 Jes @)l ea] (5w 4 o)

O g Moo b |y (it Sl 2UlE calyy g 0pS e ply 1) il

(Ibid) x93 o0 dalio SoIo b Bgmen 35 Jae 93 53 J55 slaadlSld s

|y oy L5 I8 e 8 i & | (gjlbwo il il (S Loxdaw > i35l

550y S o il |y (5555 D] (ot 5 ol daoil Lo o] 3 85 5 sl
ol 0 JW b e o5 858 i > S8 s Ol g wlen |y g ol 5> s S
A3 18 5 g Gialel 350 1y ] g A8 dnlio |y Jlosl 5 Lo Sl clasl s Wl o peaus
o 1S5l (sduoye )0 Wilgn b dad o Juo 0 1y Kl cpl dls o cpl jo 55 000 0515508

J(see. Ricoeur, 1991: 177) cuul S8lr b Silass (glgize oad plosl Lb a8 (5L L1y, 565, Jlai 510
2. schematizing



£Y oly VEeF sl g ko ) Byl FY Jo caiadd w1

oS 062 Bl 0P Ul e (al b Blie (60l )5 ©yg0 9%y S e85
plsl sl oo Ul (903l @ bgrye S50 (3T sl (ibid) €S iz pmls oo (152
Silopgas b J5S oo 1) €uilyicee 900 U i 0B (ge J55 ol bl )
w0 phoobs pll 45 (IS il o o gyogn 4 b (sjlocle S ke )l e Ul
g5 oo 45 Cusl e w31l o8 5 el 3 T plo (2,50 s
Ricoeur, ) €«mb cuwd bl cpl 5l dawly o i & JWs ilolo,S5 3okl ks
oiles len a8 cul H5S) Sigie ) il o po wlidluy ol (1991: 178
Ui 8 S8l sb 1y 395 el el wilgi e ol o o a8 ol iSle b 5 Sl
ol €l o S8 5 9355 (SlalSel ot (Ul s (] b 5
Condlis BNsdy (b Cuslgd g (Swee yol g9)0 1) B S 550, (> (e 4
Ol i By e Cuttume wldls 595, B oyl I (Ricoeur, 2007: 408) s o
Sogo d |y plusl Bglas S8 oy JU 858 (3S8lg )b cnl bl 1) 13 @90 4,
by e olyie onlpli il Sl gl 4 |y cdMs @508 o 32yl jl g )30 555
o Find 28 s 1) 398 puilien ST pslad 4 (3 ©jgo ©)8 (il 4 s oS
8 sl iy plas 4l Cand plasl 1T IR b (ladl g 35 o ol 1950,
(Ricoeur,1965: 119) «xSél b s 1) 368 I3 &lygas wilgs oo bl ol )
GEP 2 e &S 0 e gy 4 s Lee nl 3 G s (S8l )8 Ll
Sl cwd Glgsd ko & ) e den dliels L gkl HlaS sl o0l «sladog»
Ol cal 5 800 1y 5513 GBS 4 2l Sz dem S e adpe (1S lsisdy (iomen
Db g0 Al il (glaoged 4y (s colaw)] Jla5 I 095 00 BgSl ()bl (L5 S 5
2 W J5S cl wliels ol (n ol sroged ool (S S g (ol nle
25y 8 snSal Jhusling 51 ool Bliets |y ol Slsice libs: o
sl 08U g Wlgi e oS Ao ord 35 lar (gilosend ya> lgica
Mile G Ul B (gibodnd opl > SiBe b (Ricoeur,1979: 30) uLisS™ gy
Ol Bly J5S SeSTL ) d9290 (g Sl g Jadll (sline Jl i (line (G (B LSline

1. imaginative variation

I 4 650 Spgonr ) ol Ll sl a8 )5 ply ) osn bty 1) JUS sl S5 51 (o) cnl 5550y Y

see. Husserl, ) us' o ookl (s, ol 51l 550 9 JBsul s 4 sbcaws (gly o) QLS )3 Jpusd 3y o0
.(1983: 69-70

3. portriat



wy 2 048 2529 GBI DL 5 Fopladl a3ia 3 s ilind Sl line il

OB ol s cii> o ol sl Sl chds 4 (b S5 bl b ailels
oS Lol 1 (Simms, 2003: 77) 05,5 0 )3 50380 dealse 3 odiiled Jad cids b
sbogz Sy oo o)l 8155 (b5 culply wiboe oylstwl 5 (Sbj el |y cusdly 5550,
ol cpl gy iy (o gy ol 105650 ol SB35 8956 ¢ Ll 253 B)L 0 |y shis 9 0
plaznl s S5l 0345 | (st SUlSel Wl e o letaal 5 b Canndly wgSs oS
argo Culab | 1) o (g5 m il o3l il 51 slaplSal Jl o o2 565,
Cowd 4 S5 9 e o2y gl Bosk S S50 03988 Sla Sl Sl ard oy el
Gk ) dgrge Ll 3l g il G55 580 plbles e I ) &S zeally il
SOl 9 48 (o0 nogiil 1) il (SE8) SL) Casbly S o0 Gpogiil 3 5T
ol cnl S (o 635 Caa il B e le) 3 398 i (e g Sl |y s>
) saiagloj cinogiil Godb algy 55 il e Cuwd 4 aly del ook 1 pldl saiagloj
P Ra) B9 oddIC> gie dliedy ploj g 0l gite dliedy J5S 5SSl 0
il 51485 sl (g ol Gl 550, S5l le e wal 8 ) coly) ia slag Sl
Slg o &S Cunl (gylaiwl b s (Ricoeur,1995: 48) «uiS' o oylo 0kj yol ailioay Iy
S phcglSe 398 (S5 )3 1) el ST

bl ol sl (G «Qlgiea o A o)l &)L iy o eke 155y sy
Sy bl o 10 50K €lgican | Ll gh B amd o bo 4 1) Sl o) o, leiud]
CelSs Sy b (o53) ok B 5 b WSy 1) G J5S wln o lerl ol
Sl 505 85 3185 0 0 1y ol S ) (5o " s Sl el 5 ]
5 05 S oylatul 21 3929 (lagaslon (4lasy) ol 5 (Lby o) shaw)l ugose
s 32 b S 0l B s o)) S5 51 222y fnl (53,8 B s
4y 3155 o oo ) Lamogs &S sl 6yl a5 el 31 o)l 25 (G Tt oSy
(ibid: 45-46) 331550 sl 2S5 4l 4 Conl 5 allE b 4 9 b )l colSs )b

e il (wyp 4 g 3900 S8 slaw)l Sl rmere djla0 53 5555, iz e
remeze 4> o (s sl il B Al po s 3 (e gl a5 5135100 oo upmnone
o) slSe 4 e & Gldbpe oy e mrdte Y mmere Cal )
dsye ol )oS) ol aisials o8)> L5 g b 1) 098 )0 depa 5 atels)

1. plot
2. mimesis



£Y oly VEeF sl g ko ) Byl FY Jo caiadd YA

. . . - 3 . .o \ . &
oS Cunl lx 0 e shacily) ool g plen g0 et el 35 shn St
«W0,5 o3k wrd i (pl 4 &S Cawl ouds s [langagiere] (Sbj sla yiiS bwgs i
Ul @By Jole & 05 00 (i (i 3l (63 S0 i dl> e )3 Lo (Ricoeur,1984: 81)
G g bl oyS o ol Glaueal b byl o 4 g 3)b 1) Lb)ls 4 plbxl
DSz ol bulpd )3 olil & o)l gage cul | os prEL 355 (i sladi oS
BB dotd ) ) e gline (Kiloyy Gl )l e olly 4 g S e Jos
tslidline 3 ] GRS oy ey 51457 ol ol e GBS 29035k b 055
n\SOL’%» 9).ol§ 4 39,9 Y Uros0 Lol .(ibid: 64) > OT L;..\;,oola)' 9 ks pUéj
b odtuygi g 03,5 90 adgl by 5l wlBy pouw g ol 25 s po ] 5o el T4 S
colSe LB p 9wl e |y ol oy Lo 3o,k 1098 cwples 9 ciblee ool s
SIMmS,2003: ) sl bl T eainz )b 5 | s, Blan HLa5 ) 1 oo -8 g0 ot
Ol 514 Gyge ol 4 sl Conasid L 4 ol )3 g i o0 |) 298 o (s
9 ubu.:] LS‘)f J.n‘& J;Y.) LY c)ii.) Sow )‘ 9 )...> b .A.oSL;o J.o& 209 0d) e
d9> C)T 5l l:odlial Cj oye yd ol 0dguS uﬁl?) dl:oolial L A.ng‘o Nl Qi JNEY
o2y cye e g 0l ey &5 LK (Ricoeur,1984: 71) «cuwl sigiss b odisles

. of e ool . - o . 1. . . Y 3

e 0k 2 1) 393 (2Uly oulgd g o €353 Gl 5D (e 1950y L 4 g Wgdoe plod
il ons 03905 (sla Sl gl b odiils alsye cul 3 (Ricoeur,1995: 378) isxiw o
oAl dlspo (pl )3 D pe0 )8 438 (HBly e sln ly e Gl 9 395000 S oS>
5 ol 4 oel gy colyy by WS 1S s b g djgelie0 |y i ol ]

iy 3985 (G9S (SEX; gk
T ol 4 2 s Sgiesn 3 bl & cud i b b abpe pb
libg iswe o yisw (0 1) GuSly o Juemess p3) Glize Cpod glaw)l 055 o

1. prefiguration
2. as-if

3. figuration

4. implotment
5. appropritation
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2. es gibt
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4. mode

5. intemporality

6. transtemporality
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