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The subject of the current article is Foucault's analysis of the ontology of the
novel. This research provides an interdisciplinary reading indicating that the
ontology of the novel is based on the deconstruction of home’s concept:
novel characters, unlike the heroic characters of Greek mythology and the
Bible, constantly depart from home to discover the unknown realm of
existence or a new dimension of humanity. There is a direct relationship
between this transcendental homelessness and the novel's ontology. The
results of the current research have shown that the conceptualization of home
has yielded specific outcomes: 1. The novel has replaced similarity-based
ethics with difference-based ethics. 2. Home is not a fixed and unchanging
concept, but rather a construct. 3. The novel's adventure is a journey from
the known to the unknown realms. 4. The novel is not in pursuit of utopia
but rather maps out heterotopias as realms of diversity and abundance. The
clear implication of this research is that the difference between the novel and
the epic is not merely a genre difference but rather an ontological difference.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

From Greek epics to the Christian Bible, the concept of home has consistently been constructed as
an inviolable myth or romanticized in such a way that it remains above reproach. The epic of
Ulysses reached its culmination when he once again conquered home and expelled all the usurping
suitors. Aristotle also believed that each entity has its own natural place, and things move towards
it, towards their home. In the hierarchical world of the Middle Ages, the levels of existence were
determined as the ultimate goals to which all beings aspired. The greatest metaphor of the Old
Testament is the "return of the children of Israel to their home"; all events and occurrences are
meaningful only insofar as they lead to the return home. Romanticism, through Novalis, reiterated
that we are always on the way home.

In the meantime, with the emergence of the novel, we encounter characters who are not only
not on their way home but are escaping from it and constantly moving away. Such characters
appear strange and bizarre in Greek and Christian culture; they bear no resemblance to Homeric
heroes (Achilles and Ulysses) or biblical heroes (Moses and David). If a hero is one who will
ultimately return home gloriously, then there is no heroic glory in the life of the novel's character.
Undoubtedly, those things and people who are not in their predetermined place disturb and worry
the Greek-Christian person. It is no wonder that no one understood or admired Don Quixote.

Michel Foucault clarifies for us the secret of this novel character—Don Quixote—who
continuously moves away from home. In the seventeenth century, with Descartes and Don
Quixote, it became evident that existence is not the home of man, and what you considered your
home for centuries is now distant from you. This article, starting with Foucault's reading of Don
Quixote, seeks to show how the world is no longer our home. Why does modern man, unlike the
epic hero and the Christian knight, not have a home of his own?

Findings
The findings of the present research have revealed that this deconstruction of the concept of home
has yielded specific results:

1. The novel has replaced similarity-based ethics with difference-based ethics. The novel's
character moves away from home, meaning that they leave the realm of the familiar to reach
the land of the unknown and different people. Understanding that humans are different and
that the foreign must be respected is the ultimate goal of the novel: standing in a different
place to gaze at the world or being open to unseen landscapes and unknown people. This is
why there was a need to create a new genre called the novel.

2. Home is not a fixed and unchanging concept, but a construct. When Ulysses (the hero of
Homer's epic) returns home after many years, the home remains intact. It is as if the home is
like a substance that remains constant under all changes and transformations. However, in
the world of the novel, there is no substance. Neither the home nor the individual have any
essence. Just as the subject is always changing, so too is the home. In this sense,
essence/substance has disappeared from the world in the novel; there is no essential thread
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that binds people together. On the contrary, everyone is tied to a singular destiny in their
own unique strands, resulting in inevitable isolation. We are not confronted with our
essential selves: only experimental egos or experimental thinking exist; egos are not
substances but experimental positions. Like a chemist who combines various materials in a
laboratory to observe their reactions, the "I" in the novel is the path taken, and the footprints
left on the trails. Just as the trail is created from the "I's" footprints, the "I" is also constructed
in this movement and journey.

3. The adventure of the novel is a transcendence from the known to the unknown realms. The
Greek person found the entirety of existence and meaning within the circle they wove around
themselves. They had no need to step outside the circle/home; their world was integrated
and complete. Even demonic forces could not invade the safe haven of the circle of existence,
just as Penelope's suitors could not wrest Ulysses' home from him. However, the hero of the
novel is like someone walking in the dark. There is no highway leading them home. They
only forge their path through adventure, stumbling and struggling.

4. The novel is not in search of utopia but rather maps out heterotopias as realms of becoming
and multiplicity. The novelist is like a cartographer who constantly shifts boundaries to open
up possibilities for human difference. Heterotopias are places of otherness and alterity.
Utopia, however, is the reconstruction of fixed and uniform patterns, which contrasts with
the spirit of alterity that defines the novel.

Conclusions

The novel belongs to a world made up of the mingling of races, ethnicities, and diverse individuals.
In such a world, the concept of "home" as a moral ideology cannot be a guiding principle. Perhaps
the last liberating trace of this concept can be found among the romantics of the eighteenth century.
The contemporary, diverse, and mixed world is too rich to be contained within the narrow confines
of home. The model of home fits the closed and finite Greek and Christian worlds; the Galilean
and Newtonian worlds are open and infinite and do not align with the concept of home. The myth
of the "return to home" belongs to the Old Testament; that era has passed, and a new era has
arrived.
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