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Focusing on Heidegger's and Derrida's interpretations of Plato, this paper
highlights a line of interpretation in which Plato is seen as the origin of a
philosophical understanding that dismisses the hidden aspect of Being and
truth. Against this line, Foucault's interpretation of Plato and Greek
philosophical practices is elaborated. Considering this interpretation, it
becomes clear that we are dealing with two distinct descriptions of Greek
philosophical practices and their relation to the rise of modernity: one that
views modernity as an extension of the deepest meanings embedded in Greek
metaphysics and another that interprets the foundations of modern
philosophy in opposition to the basis of Platonic thought, seeing Plato and
the ancient philosophical approaches influenced by him as an avenue for
resisting modern domination. Although Foucault's project on the art of living
owes much to Heidegger's ideas about care of the self and the work of art, it
allows Foucault to offer a different interpretation of Plato. We show the
methodological considerations that enable Foucault to present this distinct
interpretation. To achieve such an interpretation, Foucault focuses on the
practices of writing, logos, and truth as parrhesia in Plato's thought and Greek
philosophy. Following Foucault's path, we offer an analysis of forms,
Agathon, and dialogue that emphasizes their living, engaging, aesthetic, and
political aspects. This conceptual and methodological toolkit helps us to
introduce and develop an alternative interpretive line of Plato's thought.
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Extended Abstract

One of the points of convergence between Heidegger's interpretation of Plato's doctrine of truth
and Derrida's interpretation of Plato's pharmakon is their common view (although expressed
differently) that Plato's philosophy is the origin of a transition from the fundamental understanding
of Being and truth, in which truth is understood as unconcealment; in that understanding, truth and
Being were related to concealment and absence. The reason for focusing on these two
interpretations is to highlight the line of interpretation of Plato, which places him at the starting
point of a path that culminates in modern thought.

We draw upon Foucault to challenge this interpretation. We argue that Heidegger's and
Derrida's interpretations of Plato have become possible by neglecting an important part of Plato's
philosophy. This neglect has led to their interpretations missing some of the crucial aspects of
dialogue, dialectic, ideas, and Agathon's idea (dyaBod i6éav). Our interpretation of Plato will
demonstrate that Heidegger's and Derrida's negative ontology is partially indebted to Plato's
philosophy. Moreover, interpreting Plato's philosophy within the context of Greco-Roman
philosophical works, as well as considering the role of non-being in Plato's thoughts, clarifies the
relationship between modern and Greek philosophy, making the points of difference between the
two clearer. Heidegger and Derrida did not consider modern thought a simple extension of Greco-
Roman metaphysics and acknowledged the discontinuities between the two. However, they viewed
the modern world, despite these discontinuities, as an extension of the most profound doctrine
raised in Greek metaphysics with Plato. It is in the modern era that metaphysics reaches its extreme
and radical form.

Derrida, as he acknowledges, considers the history of Western thought through the lens of the
Heideggerian-Nietzschean interpretation, in which modernity is placed under the broader history
of metaphysics, originating in Greece (Derrida & Foucault, 2009, 24). Although this narrative is
not indifferent to the differences between Greek and modern metaphysics, it tends to reduce the
historical possibilities of post-Socratic Greek thought to the actual realizations of modernity. This
historical reading is based on the idea that a forgetfulness (such as the forgetfulness of Being or
the hidden and concealed aspect of Being) or a gap (such as the subject-object gap) was established
in Greek metaphysics, reaching its final development in the modern era.

Derrida's main critique targets Plato's logocentrism, which subordinates writing as a pharmakon
(simultaneously poison and cure). Derrida specifically interprets the "Phaedrus™ and the myth of
writing creation within this dialogue. Before Derrida, Heidegger had taken a similar interpretative
path, offering an interpretation of the allegory of the cave in "The Republic" based on careful
attention to Greek terms and their etymology. Both thinkers believe that Plato, by prioritizing
logos-presence (over writing-absence) and idea-brightness (over concealment), initiates the
rejection of concealment and absence. Additionally, Heidegger argues that Plato's

Opposing the Derridean-Heideggerian interpretation, one could challenge the philosophical
foundations of Heidegger and Derrida by defending the primacy of theory over action or presence
over absence. However, what distinguishes Foucault's criticism is that his intellectual foundations
are closely aligned with Heidegger's and Derrida’s, as he is influenced by Heidegger; thus,



Journal of Philosophical Investigations, University of Tabriz,Volume 18, Issue 49, 2025. pp. 219-244 221

Foucault's challenge to the Heideggerian-Derridean approach is itself influenced by this approach.
It is even possible to consider the conflict between Foucault and Derrida as one of the factors that
prompted Foucault to focus more on the Greek sources of Western history (Miller, 2005).
Nonetheless, Foucault demonstrates that Heidegger and Derrida overlook important aspects of
Plato's thought in their interpretations. While paying attention to the overarching connections of
Western history, which he generally ignored in his pre-"History of Sexuality" works, Foucault
emphasizes the gaps separating modern rationality from earlier rationality more than Heidegger
and Derrida do. Consequently, he uncovers different possibilities in the interpretation of Greek
and Roman philosophy.

Heidegger claims that in Plato, truth as theoretical correctness (origin of truth as
correspondence) supersedes the concealment-unconcealment structure of truth in Greek thought.
Therefore, Plato is the origin of a separation from the fundamental meaning of truth and Being and
the beginning of a humanistic metaphysics that reached its extreme development in the modern
era. Derrida, examining Plato's understanding of the relationship between logos and writing,
argues that by rejecting writing, Plato is the founder of the metaphysics of presence, which rejects
absence and concealment.

To examine Heidegger's interpretation of Platonic truth, we take these steps: a) Discussing
Foucault's analysis of parrhesia practices, we demonstrate how, in Plato's view and the Platonic
tradition, truth has a deeply practical aspect and is an art of living and paideia. b) Regarding
"Phaedrus™ and "Alcibiades," we argue that the Platonic idea is not exclusively theoretical but has
aesthetic, political, and practical dimensions. ¢) Examining Plato's dialogues such as "The
Republic" and "The Sophist," we suggest that truth, as related to concealment and absence, is
central to Platonic philosophy. d) Referring to Heidegger's interpretation of the phenomenon and
using the conceptual framework of Heidegger's phenomenology, we assert that although Agathon's
idea is luminous, as a constitutive condition of the experience of truth, it is connected to
concealment.

Foucault's interpretation helps us view Platonic philosophy as a way to resist modern
metaphysics rather than merely its origin. Heidegger's ideas about a) self-care, b) the work of art,
and c) his focus on the Greek origins of philosophy have helped Foucault propose this alternative
interpretation of Plato. However, what sets Foucault's interpretive approach apart is his emphasis
on the contextual practices in which the Platonic dialogues were read. This method of
interpretation contrasts with Heidegger's and Derrida's methods, which interpret all of Platonic
thought and the entire history of philosophy based on a central allegory in Plato's thought,
revolving around a central philosophical concept.
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