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Avicenna in two parts of the book of Al-Shifa (¢lil <L) or The Book of
Healing reports the theory of Platonic Ideas or Forms: first account is in the
chapter 10 from the second book in the Demonstration Treatise (le_w// 4L )
and second account is in the chapter 2 from the seventh book in the Theology
Treatise (<le/¥/ Y. ). Both reports have explanations of the theory of
Platonic Ideas and then some critiques of the theory. Here we will discuss
only Avicenna's description and explanations of the theory of Ideas; what is
Avicenna's understanding from Plato's Ideas? At the present essay it is
necessary to investigate the range of familiarity that Avicenna has with
Platonic ldeas, Aristotle's role in this familiarity and the philosophical
functions of the Ideas in Avicenna's understanding and identification of
them. First of all, Avicenna thinks that Platonic Ideas are universals and, on
this description, he erects other descriptions of their truth. It is vital to know
that Avicenna's familiarity with Platonic Forms is essentially mediate; that's
by way of Aristotle's works including both descriptions and criticisms of
those forms. Review and analysis of Avicenna's texts brings us to the three
arguments of Platonists for the existence of Ideas: the argument from the
sciences, the one over many arguments and the object of thought argument.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Avicenna in two parts of the book of Al-Shifa (- £/ or The Book of Healing reports the theory
of the Platonic Ideas or Forms in detail: his first account is in the chapter 10 from the second book
in the Demonstration Treatise (k_x/ 4L ) and his second account is in the chapter 2 from the
seventh book in the Theology Treatise or the Metaphysics of the Healing (<le/Y/ 4. ). Both
reports have explanations of the theory of Platonic Ideas and then give some critiques of the theory.
In this essay we will discuss only Avicenna's explanations without his critical points. The main
question of this essay is what is the meaning and aspects of Platonic Ideas for Avicenna? In the
other words what is Avicenna's understanding of Platonic Ideas and what is his description and
explanations of those Ideas which prepares the way for their criticism. In our study we object
Avicenna's understanding; therefore, it is necessary to scrutinize the vocabulary of his texts on
Platonic Forms and their unwritten philosophical implications.

At the present essay it is necessary by means of the both mentioned texts to investigate and
appreciate Avicenna's range of familiarity with Platonic Ideas. At the same time, we must look at
Aristotle’s role in Avicenna's familiarity with Plato's theory. It is important to know that the
familiarity of Avicenna with Platonic Forms is essentially mediate not immediate. From Islamic
movement of the translation of the Greek philosophy in 9" to 11" centuries of Islamic era there
remained no complete translation of Plato's dialogues and some scholars maintain that maybe
nothing of Plato's dialogues in complete form translated but only their translations were in
abstraction form. Because of this fact Avicenna's familiarity with the Platonic Forms is essentially
by way of Aristotle's and other Peripatetic works which including both Aristotelian description
and criticisms of them. Another way is this fact that some a few translated fragments of Plato's
dialogues is remained in Arabic and maybe Avicenna has seen them.

Also we are trying to study and examine the philosophical functions of the Platonic Ideas in
Avicenna's understanding of them. It is natural that at the mean of our investigation we will
encounter with identification and description of the Platonic Forms by way of Avicenna. First of
all, he thinks that the Platonic Ideas are universals and, on this description, he erects other
explanations of their truth and then appreciates their possibility of existence. Universal being qua
universal, is a general concept that predicating of many individuals and as a general meaning or
concept is not but in the mind of a rational soul for example a human mind or in the mind of God.

At any rate we can see the influence of Aristotle's vocabulary and other peripatetic philosophers
on Avicenna's text in Islamic philosophical tradition. Investigating the reported texts on Platonic
Ideas by Avicenna depicts that our Muslim philosopher thinks that belief in those Ideas or Forms
as mathematical shapes and numbers is another theory and no relates to Plato’'s view. Then at the
present essay we will only deal with Avicenna's report on the classical theory of the Plato's Forms
which introduces them without the mathematical attitudes.

Avicenna in the Demonstration Treatise (a part of the Logic of the Healing) emphasizes on the
view of some philosophers who maintain that the subject matters of sciences are separated forms
and these forms are rational and universals. Avicenna's report indicates one of the main arguments
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that Platonists bring for the existence of Platonic Ideas: the argument from the sciences. Then
Avicenna on his report of those philosophers divides all beings to two kinds: 1- sensible beings
that are individuals prone to corruption and 2- rational beings that are universals and eternal.

Avicenna in his Theology Treatise (the Metaphysics of the Healing) emphasizes on the mental
confusion of the early Greek thinkers when they made the transition from sensible things to rational
ones. According to Avicenna's quotation some of those thinkers thought that the division
necessitates the existence of two aspects in everything; for example, the existence of two human
beings: a sensible and corruptible human and an intellectual, eternal and separate one. Because of
the sensible-rational division they go to name any separated form of things an Idea or Form. In
Avicenna's report we encounter with two other reasons that Plato and his followers using them to
demonstrate the existence of the Ideas: the one over many arguments and the object of thought
argument. But these arguments hinted only briefly and we will understand the meaning of those
hints in connection with Plato and Aristotle’s descriptions.

Generally speaking, Avicenna's understanding and interpretation of Plato's Ideas is under the
influence of Aristotle's and other Peripatetic interpretations of them that translated into Arabic.
Even the Peripatetic vocabulary is a main factor in Avicenna's thought. At the other hand the main
problems of Plato’'s Ideas in Avicenna's understanding are their universality and separation from
the individuals (chorismos in Aristotelian vocabulary). At the same time, we find that in
Avicenna's theory of creation he needs the Eternal Forms to be in the Divine Mind. God wills to
create and to will is willing of nothing but something that exists; that's the act of willing is
intentional and concomitant with thinking. God intends to will all beings and thinks the Eternal
Forms which are in His Mind then creatures come to be.
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