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Abstract

In the thought of Emmanuel Levinas, the philosophical tradition of the
West is the history of elimination of absolute alterity. In this context,
being is subordinated to thought through thematization, or the same
and the other are totalized in a neutral impersonal being, which in any
case is disposed to tyranny and self-immanence. In this research, we are
trying to show that Levinas's critical view is formulated on linguistic
analysis, and his suggestion to break up the ontological totality is based
on a Jewish approach to language. Using Jewish nominalistic ideas,
Levinas points out language is not one-dimensional logos including
mere indicative statements. Name is the representative of the vocative
dimension of language and it resists totalization. It is only in the speech
that the other remains outside the conditions of human knowledge.
Since in the Jewish tradition the Torah is considered as the names of
God, Levinas shows that the Jewish revelation is understood in the
vocative and imperative realm of language. Revelation is not a
knowledge about God, but God's speaking with man and a relationship
between two individuals. In this sense, God's names are moral
commands (musts) from beyond existence that break up the ontological
identity and make space for alterity.
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Ledlsob

1. alterity
2. the same
3. the other
4. self
5. identity
6. transontological
7.nominative
8. vocative
9. said
10. saying
11. nominalists
12. neoplatonic participation
13. onto-theo-logy
14. the Holy One
15. Blessed be He
16. Shekhinah
17. Master of the World
18. King of the World
19. our Father in Heaven
20. Tetragram or Tetragrammaton
21. effaceable and ineffaceable
Wl s 3 5 53 0T 03,1 OL3 & 45 (M) 058 M 5 lex b YY
23. Shebu'oth
24. apocalypse
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