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Ratios between recognized votes and social actions in ideal city-states
of Farabi

Mohammad Reza Danesh-shahraki !

Mojtaba Vaezi 2

Abstract

The subject of this research is the study of the ratio of recognized votes and social
actions of the people of ideal city-state from Farabi’s point of view. Farabi divides
the ideal city-states into different types according to the characteristics and goals
of its inhabitants; in spite of the fundamental differences between various the
types of city-states, the head of each city, who is the external symbol of his goals,
with the benefit of generally accepted rankings on a regular basis, the rank of
votes is considering to be acceptable to all residents popular opinions provide
and regulate the preconditions and means of reaching a conclusion (whether
they correspond to true happiness or a false notion of it). Of course, generally
accepted opinions as a tool for organizing the city and uniting the society
has different guilds, some of which, like traditions, are the pillar of obligation
and some, like the law, are the more prominent pillar of order. Ultimately, of
course, generally accepted opinions encompass a wide range of fantasies and
carnal interactions and laws, each of which provide a part of Farabi’s generally
accepted opinions works and ultimately lead city-states to its ultimate goal.
Therefore, these generally accepted opinions depending on the ruling strategy
and in accordance with the goals of the establishment of city-states, leads the
society towards convergence in order to achieve the final goal of the formation
of city-states. Of course, the degree of success of generally accepted opinions in
achieving the goal of city-states depends entirely on the policies and expertise of
its leader. This article is organized by studying the library method with a priority
of texts attributed to Farabi and the well-known works of his commentators. In
this article, we will show that generally accepted opinions are the organizational
system of actions of city-states’ residents to achieve the goals of city-states; apart
from the fact that the mentioned goals indicate true happiness or improper
perception of it.

Keywords: Generally accepted opinions, utopia, intentions of the city states,
Farabi, social actions.
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