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AComparative Study ofthe Essence of the Self from the Perspective
of Fadhil Miqdad and Sheikh Tusi

Mohammad)avad Kaarizi'
Ahmad Ezzati?

& Abstract

One of the most fundamental and pivotal issues in philosophy and theology is the
discussion of the nature of the soul, a topic that has been the focus of scholarly inquiry
for centuries. The foundation adopted regarding the nature of the soul significantly
influencestheinterpretation and explanation of various theological matters, such asthe
nature of the afterlife, the life in the barzakh (the intermediate state), and the ultimate
goal of human development, etc. Therefore, this study aims to conduct a comparative
analysis of the perspectives of Fadhil Migdad and Sheikh Tusi using descriptive and
analytical methods.

In this context, Fadhil Migdad presents the essence of human beings as a material
entity composed of fundamental components. Sheikh Tusi, while concurring with
Migdad regarding the material nature of the soul, confines the materiality of human
beings to the perceptible body. Each of these thinkers, by referencing the subject and
predicate of judgments, actions, and perceptions attributed to humans, and by negating
other states and opinions, attempts to substantiate their respective claims. However,
Sheikh Tusi's interpretations exhibit a certain degree of ambiguity, as some of his
statements pointto the perceptible body while others suggest a subtle body. Due to this
ambiguity, his interpretations cannot definitively confirm either the perspective of the
perceptible body or the perspective of the subtle body.

Keywords: Fundamental components, Subtle body, Perceptible body, Fadhil
Migdad, Sheikh Tusi.
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