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Abstract

This study seeks to address two key issues: the puzzle of the continued U.S. military
presence in Iraq and its implications for Iran’s national security. U.S. military intervention and
presence in lragq have created numerous security risks for the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Consequently, activating and utilizing various political-security, legal, media, and socio-
economic mechanisms to diminish U.S. influence in Iraq is both necessary and inevitable.

The primary question of this research focuses on the consequences of U.S. presence in Iraq
for Iran’s national security. Based on Barry Buzan’s security complex theory, the central
hypothesis is that Iraq has been transformed into a tool for controlling and countering the
regional and transregional rivals of the U.S., which is the main reason for the continued military
presence of this country in Iraq. This hypothesis is explored and analyzed through the
documentary research method.

The findings indicate that security agreements between the U.S. and Iraq, along with the
lack of serious opposition from the Iragi government, have paved the way for the continued
U.S. presence in the short and medium term. The ongoing military-security dominance of the
U.S. in Iraq represents a complex security dilemma that seriously affects the stability and
sustainable security of Iraq and its neighbors, particularly Iran.

Countering U.S. military presence and intervention requires a multifaceted approach from
the Islamic Republic of Iran. Ultimately, this approach aims to establish mutual security
interdependence between Iran and Irag while reducing the U.S. role in the region.
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