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Abstract
This research endeavors to examine the impact of American-style positivism on the security
policies of the United States towards the Islamic Republic of Iran, with a case study focusing
on the assassination of the esteemed martyr General Soleimani. The primary question of this
study is: How has the United States sought to justify its military action against the
commander of the Quds Force through the strategy of "virtual power construction" within the
framework of hybrid warfare?
Employing an analytical-descriptive research methodology, data was amassed through
document-library sources, both tangible and digital. Critical discourse analysis, as formulated
by Norman Fairclough, served as the analytical tool for data interpretation. The core
documents analyzed were articles from six prominent American publications—The New York
Times, The Washington Post, Foreign Policy, The Atlantic, The New Yorker, and
Newsweek—spanning the years 2010 to 2015.
Findings: The research posits that post-Soviet Union, American security policy has witnessed
a paradigm shift from positivist and soft power theories to a re-engagement with hard power
tactics, albeit in proximity to soft power strategies. This juxtaposition has engendered a new
set of security paradigms amongst American policymakers. Through the strategic "virtual
empowerment" of General Soleimani, American elites have intentionally accentuated his
persona, portraying him as a pivotal disruptor of U.S. security policies in the West Asian
theatre.

Keywords: American positivism, hybrid warfare, Sardar Soleimani, virtual power building,
Fairclough's discourse.
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