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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Different schools of thought in political economy offer varying
perspectives on the size of government and its impact on policy
efficiency and market productivity. Since the 1980s, government
downsizing has been proposed as a means to increase economic
efficiency, improve the effectiveness of public sector management,
and foster private sector participation. However, a major challenge
with the government downsizing approach lies in the ineffectiveness
of government intervention in the economy. Such intervention, often
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through creating monopolies for state-owned companies and actors,
reduces competition and stifles innovation among private enterprises.
The economic recession of the 1970s and the debt crisis in developing
countries underscored the necessity for government downsizing. To
address these challenges, many countries sought assistance from the
World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF), adopting
policies aimed at reducing state ownership. The excessive
involvement of governments in economic activities was considered a
serious problem. In Iran, government downsizing has similarly
provoked a wide array of perspectives among researchers. Iranian
scholars have employed diverse methodologies, frameworks, and data
analyses to explore this subject, leading to a variety of conclusions
and results. This diversity makes it challenging to gain a coherent and
systematic understanding of the different viewpoints on government
downsizing, limiting their applicability in both research and
policymaking. To address this challenge, innovative research methods
are required to classify previous studies systematically and synthesize
their findings. Meta-synthesis is an appropriate method for achieving
this goal. By systematically reviewing and analyzing studies on a
particular ~ topic, the meta-synthesis approach provides a
comprehensive perspective on existing research. In this respect, the
current study aimed to apply the meta-synthesis method to the studies
related to government downsizing in Iran. The primary objective was
to evaluate and classify the opinions of Iranian scholars
systematically, offering a new synthesis of existing studies.
Accordingly, the main research question is: What is the synthesis of
Iranian researchers’ views regarding the goals, solutions, and
challenges in the process of government downsizing in Iran?
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Materials and Methods

The present study used the meta-synthesis method to evaluate Iranian
researchers’ views on the goals, solutions, and challenges of
government downsizing in Iran. It systematically classified these
perspectives to provide a new synthesis of previous studies. The
analysis included 33 studies, chosen from a pool of over 100 based on
criteria such as scientific validity, the credibility of the publisher, the
academic and research background of the authors, and the citations.

Results and Discussion

According to the results, Iranian researchers consider several goals for
government downsizing in lran, including reducing government
economic  activities, increasing efficiency, and fostering market
competition. In terms of downsizing solutions, privatization, modern
public management practices, and good governance were identified as
key strategies. The studies also highlight several obstacles to
government downsizing in Iran, namely rentierism, the influence of
Iranian political culture, the absence of necessary prerequisites for
implementing downsizing policies, and the risk of class conflict
arising from these policies. Finally, the synthesis proposed the public—
private partnership (PPP) model as a novel solution for government
downsizing, offering it as an alternative to previously suggested
strategies.

Conclusion

Leveraging the expertise and experience of the private sector in Iran’s
economy, whether through downsizing initiatives or more broadly,
presents a distinct context due to the access to natural rents in Iran.
This situation contrasts significantly with the early models of
government downsizing implemented in countries like the United
Kingdom and the United States. The current synthesis advocated for
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the adoption of the public—private partnership (PPP) model. This
approach strikes a balance between the knowledge, expertise, and
market-based performance of the private sector, and the responsibility
and accountability of government institutions. As a result, it becomes
possible to reduce the economic burden on government institutions
while safeguarding natural rents—which belong to all members of
society—from being converted into private property.

Keywords: Government downsizing, Meta-synthesis, Privatization,
rentierism, Public—private partnership.
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