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Abstract

The factors shaping regional orders, their transformation into polarized
structures, and their evolution into new forms of communication have
exhibited distinct characteristics across historical periods. The West Asian
region has experienced varying regional orders throughout different
historical epochs. Regional and transregional state units, along with the
nature of their interactions, constitute the foundational elements of order-
building processes. Like other regions, West Asia has witnessed diverse
regional orders and order-forming mechanisms, spanning from the era of
ancient empires to the contemporary era of both strong and weak modern
states. Regional orders are among the most significant variables
influencing the behavior of state units. These orders are constructed
through various processes, the most critical of which pertain to the
establishment of security. Security-building processes encompass a range
of sub-processes occurring within political, economic-energy, and cultural
domains.

The formation of regional security orders is the outcome of interrelated
trends that act as order-forming factors, interacting with other dynamics
due to their significant influence. Over the past two decades, the security
order in West Asia has undergone substantial transformation, driven by the
emergence and intensification of security-order-forming trends, resulting
in greater complexity and networked structures. Government units have
played a central role as both the primary drivers of these trends and the
main actors in the networkization of the security order. Notable trends in
the formation of security orders include synergistic pluralistic
geoeconomics and networked geopolitical competitions. The central
question of this study is: What constitutes the security order in the West
Asian region, and how has it impacted the control mechanisms of state
units? The study hypothesizes that the current security order in West Asia
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has evolved into a networked structure, leading to the transformation of
state control mechanisms into a networked system of governance. The
research employs a descriptive-explanatory method and relies on
documentary sources for data collection.

The security order in West Asia has experienced significant fluctuations.
Since the end of the Cold War and the onset of the processes outlined
above, the region's security order has developed into a network
characterized by diverse connections, varying densities, and fluidity. The
transformation of this order can be analyzed through three key parameters:
(1) the breadth of analysis levels, (2) the interconnection of thematic
domains, and (3) the rapid proliferation and increasing complexity of
threats. The West Asian security order can be described as a crisis-prone
networked security order, where levels of order are deeply intertwined and
persistently affected by chronic crises.

This networked security order in West Asia has evolved into a web of
interconnected communications, with each state unit embedded in a
network of diverse links. The capabilities of these units are expressed
through their ability to manipulate communication nodes. This networked
order operates across four levels: geopolitical, geoeconomic, geoenergy,
and geocultural. When these levels intersect and interact simultaneously,
they exert a profound influence on the configuration of the security order.
Economic development and the strengthening of geoeconomic links with
global networks, particularly in the Persian Gulf and Levant (lraq and
Turkey), represent trends that have intensified over the past two decades,
playing a pivotal role in security order formation. These trends have
heightened the complexity and networked nature of the security order in
West Asia. Many state units within the Levant and Persian Gulf regions
have adopted extroverted economic strategies to bolster political stability
and reinforce domestic legitimacy.

The extent of networking and the density of thematic interconnections vary
across regions. Compared to the European security order, the West Asian
security network is less integrated but has progressed more rapidly toward
networkization over the past decade. This trend toward intensified
networking has prompted regional and transregional state units to reassess
their security strategies. Adjusting to the evolving strategic environment,
these units have sought to reshape the security order by manipulating
communication nodes across different thematic levels. For instance, one
reason for the reduction in large-scale interstate wars in West Asia is the
increasing reliance of state units on controlling one another’s networks,
thereby avoiding costly direct military conflicts with their inherent
complexities.

The shift in threat management and containment strategies, prompted by
the networked security order, has been actively implemented by many state
units in West Asia, particularly within the Persian Gulf region. This
involves strengthening geopolitical and geoeconomic ties to mitigate
regional threats through coalitions at both regional and transregional



levels, as well as aligning the interests of global powers with regional
order. In this context, leveraging the regional security order network has
become a critical factor in designing strategies for managing regional
competition. Government units now pursue strategic rivalries through
network-based containment measures, utilizing multi-issue communication
nodes to maintain influence and control within the evolving security
environment.
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