Y 3\ &

Politicaland S5
H Vol 16, No 4, 2024, PP 121-143

International] ————

Mp'naelles Journal Homepage: piaj.sbu.ac.ir

P-ISSN: 1735-739X

E-ISSN: 2645-4386

A TTAN &

Transformation in the Socio-Political Positions of the
Liberation Movement of the People of Iran/JAMA
(1963—-1979): From Theistic Socialism to Revolution and
Islamic Government

Mehdi Zamani!

DOI: 10.48308/piaj.2025.237483.1607 Received: 2024/11/6 Accepted: 2024/12/20

Original Article

Extended Abstract

Introduction: This study examines the reproduction of discursive and political conflicts in
contemporary Iranian society and the necessity of reevaluating their intellectual heritage.
Given that these conflicts are an integral part of social and historical processes, analyzing
the socio-political positions of influential groups and movements in modern Iranian history
is of particular importance. The Liberation Movement of the People of Iran (JAMA) is one
such influential movement that, during a critical period in Iran’s history, presented specific
views and strategies for socio-political and economic changes within a distinct discourse.
Therefore, analyzing the positions of JAMA not only addresses the academic need to gain
deeper insight into this movement but also serves as a tool for understanding and interpreting
historical and intellectual transformations in modern Iran. The main focus of this research is
to analyze JAMA’s socio-political positions and to study the transformations these positions
underwent within historical and discursive developments. This study aims to identify and ex-
plore the roots, characteristics, and impacts of JAMA’s discourse in modern Iranian history.
Additionally, the research seeks to explain the evolution of these positions from a theistic-so-
cialist discourse to an Islamic one during the period leading up to the Islamic Revolution.

Methods: This study employs a historical research method to collect and verify data, while
adopting Quentin Skinner’s contextualist and intentionalist hermeneutics for the analysis
and interpretation of texts. Following Skinner’s approach, which argues that interpreting
a text and understanding its meaning is only possible through studying texts in their social
and political context with an emphasis on “speech acts” or “performative acts,” this research
endeavors to elucidate JAMA’s positions and the transformations they underwent. Skinner’s
context-driven and intentionalist hermeneutics hold that the meanings of terms, concepts,
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and propositions are dependent on and limited to their specific historical period. To achieve
this, intellectual currents, prevalent arguments, and the questions and answers of that era
must be thoroughly investigated. Accordingly, attention has been given to historical events,
as well as the intellectual and practical backgrounds of the movement’s organizers as histor-
ical subjects.

Results and discussion: Based on its periodic analysis, JAMA assessed Iranian society as
being on the brink of a social transformation and promoted a program centered on an ideol-
ogy aimed at realizing this transformation. The ideology in question was theistic socialism,
which emphasized moral and humanistic socialism while grounding itself in a religious iden-
tity with a monotheistic framework. Politically, JAMA sought to overthrow the monarchy
and establish a democratic system characterized by justice and labor. Socially and economi-
cally, it aimed to achieve a socialist transformation that prioritized securing the fundamental
rights and freedoms of the people. Its strategy for transition was rooted in the belief that the
old regime was incapable of meeting the people’s demands and that traditional social class-
es were unable to seize power through conventional means. Therefore, it proposed that a
revolutionary political group must, through widespread and sustained armed struggle, seize
political and governmental power from the ruling class, replace it, and bring about compre-
hensive social transformation. In the final years leading up to the Islamic Revolution in 1979,
during the second phase of its activities, JAMA redefined and pursued its stated socio-po-
litical positions within an Islamic discourse framed by revolution and Islamic governance.
Conclusion: The socio-political and intellectual transformations in JAMA’s positions were
significantly influenced by the linguistic-discursive and intellectual-social context, as well as
the prevailing political-historical conditions. Key factors included the failure and overthrow
of the national government via a coup, escalating political tensions, polarization between
supporters and opponents of the monarchy, traditional-modern discursive conflicts, the inef-
fectiveness of conventional political approaches, suppression of protests, the pivotal events
of June 5, 1963, the turn to assassination plans by revolutionary groups, the establishment of
radical organizations, the spread of armed struggle ideologies, and the growth of the clerical
movement. These elements collectively shaped and transformed JAMA’s socio-political po-
sitions over time.
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