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Introduction

Concepts such as fundamentalism, Islamism, political Islam, and others have been used in the
global political discourse with a broad spectrum of meanings. This conceptual ambiguity has
led to a lack of precision and, at times, transparency in various written and spoken materials,
whether academic or media-based. For instance, when discussing "Islamic fundamentalists" in
the recent century, many individuals include figures ranging from Abul- Ala Maududi and
Seyyed Qutb to Imam Khomeini, Muhammad ibn Abd ol-Wahhab, bin Laden, and Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi under this concept, all with negative connotations, without paying attention to the
fundamental differences in their views. Therefore, given this ambiguity, whether intentional or
unintentional, a conceptual re-evaluation seems necessary. In this brief analysis, we will
attempt to examine some of these concepts and compare certain ideologies, focusing on the
political thought of Imam Khomeini and Seyyed Qutb.

Methodology and Theoretical Framework

The research method employed in this article is discourse analysis, conducted through a
comparative study of the discourses of Seyyed Qutb and Imam Khomeini. The paper delves
into crucial and defining concepts such as faith, disbelief, democracy, and the role of the people
within the discourses of these two figures. The role of each individual's scholarly persona in
determining their hermeneutic position and their respective interpretations of religion has also
been considered. Consequently, in addition to employing a comparative discourse analysis, the
article highlights the differences in the interpretive and hermeneutic approaches of these two
personalities.

Results and Discussion

The compound term "political Islam™ appears to have different connotations when used in
certain contexts, particularly in Iran, compared to its common usage in the global discourse.
This difference has led to many misunderstandings. In the first sense, political Islam means that
Islam, with its comprehensive nature, has something to say both at the individual and societal
levels. Political Islam in this sense rejects an Islam that is secluded, personal, and detached
from politics and society. Here, non-political Islam refers to a personal and individualistic
Islam that is indifferent to politics and society.
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In this first sense, political Islam is consistent with the truth of Islam. It is a truth that has
political and social dimensions, as opposed to non-political Islam, which is purely
individualistic and neglectful of politics and society.

However, in the second sense, "political Islam™ has become a widely used political keyword in
global discourse, especially in the West. Although initially popularized by non-Muslim
Western authors such as Martin Kramer (an American-Israeli author) and Olivier Roy (a
French author) in books bearing this title, there are now, as far as this author is aware, dozens
of books with the same title or with this term used as part of the title, written by both Western
and non-Western authors, regardless of their religious affiliation. This is in addition to
countless articles on the subject.

In summary, in the second and more common contemporary understanding, "political Islam,”
while often used alongside terms like Islamism, actually refers to an unbalanced form of Islam
where the aspect of "politics and power" takes precedence over other aspects such as ethics and
spirituality. This type of Islam, which is sectarian, ideological, and power-oriented, is a
caricature of Islam that has no real connection to the true essence of the religion. This form of
political Islam represents intolerance, rejection of dialogue, and a tendency towards negation
and takfir (declaring others as non-believers).

Undoubtedly, the second meaning of "political Islam" carries a negative connotation and is
incompatible with the criteria of comprehensive Islam (in the first sense).

Two Iranian and global perspective of Political Islam

In the sense of Balanced and
comprehensive Actor & Moderate Positive
IRAN Islam (Active in interlocutor in Islam, with concept
Personal & social Global arenas Politics & P
sphere) Spirituality
Imbalanced
Dialogue- Islam with
THE Power-oriented avoidant, Dominance of Negative
WORLD Islam Idiological & politics over concept
Takfiri Islam Spirituality &
Ethics

If we claim that there is a significant distance between the Islam of Seyyed Qutb and the Islam
of Imam Khomeini, we might not be exaggerating. These two interpretations of Islam diverge
both in their methods and paths, and in their ultimate goals and outcomes. We will briefly
outline the most important of these differences below.

A cursory glance at the scholarly personalities and educational backgrounds of Seyyed Qutb
and Imam Khomeini reveals that Seyyed Qutb's entry into interpretive and Quranic discourses
was through his literary education and personal interest. He felt a social need and necessity that
led him to this endeavor. In contrast, Imam Khomeini had a classical theological and religious
background, having studied under numerous scholars. Seyyed Qutb lacked any systematic
theological education, whether traditional or modern academic, and relied solely on his
personal studies and subjective interpretations. His understanding of Islam and the Qur'an was
undoubtedly influenced by his personal experiences and the environment in which he lived, in
the absence of formal religious training.

Moreover, without feeling the need for a deep and methodical understanding of religion and the
Quran, Seyyed Qutb engaged in the interpretation and explanation of verses. As stated
repeatedly in his works, he did not tolerate any interpretation that contradicted his own
understanding, resorting to overt and covert threats rather than relying on logical arguments. He
labeled those who held different interpretations from his radical social and political ones as
self-absorbed, weak, defeated, and spiritually and morally backward.

The two contrasting scholarly personalities of Seyyed Qutb and Imam Khomeini in the field of
religious matters and Islamic interpretation naturally lead to two distinct hermeneutical
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positions regarding the perception and interpretation of Islam. This will be further explored in
the following sections, along with other related factors and their consequences on their
thoughts and ideas.

Regarding the crucial concept of faith and its opposite, disbelief, we witness two entirely
different perspectives from Seyyed Qutb and Imam Khomeini. In essence, Seyyed Qutb holds
an absolutist view of faith and disbelief, while Imam Khomeini considers faith as a matter of
degrees and levels.

Unlike Seyyed Qutb, Imam Khomeini believes that faith and disbelief exist in varying degrees.
He does not exclude non-Muslims and followers of other religions from the realm of faith,
recognizing that they may possess different levels of faith. Just as Muslims vary in their levels
of faith, believers in other religions also have varying degrees of faith, according to their
understanding and perception. Therefore, their faith is considered valid by God. Consequently,
followers of Seyyed Quth, known as the "Qutbi current,” are prone to "takfir," the practice of
declaring others as disbelievers. This approach is incompatible with Imam Khomeini's thought,
as he does not consider non-Muslims as disbelievers and does not endorse takfir.

Conclusion

As elucidated in this brief analysis, the terminology commonly employed in political discourse,
such as fundamentalism, Islamism, and political Islam, is fraught with conceptual ambiguity.
Terms like "political Islam," in particular, are susceptible to radically different interpretations,
both positive and negative, leading to significant misunderstandings. This conflation of terms
can have detrimental consequences.

Moreover, despite this lack of conceptual clarity, terms like "fundamentalism' have become so
pervasive in political discourse that they encompass a wide range of phenomena. This has
resulted in the categorization of individuals and ideologies with fundamentally divergent
beliefs into a single group. This is evident in the case of Seyyed Qutb and Imam Khomeini,
whose divergent thought processes have had markedly different political and social
implications.

Keywords: Political Islam, Fundamentalism, Takfir, Faith, Violence.
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