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The Qajar period was the heyday of travel writing in Iran. The
education system in this era can be examined from various
perspectives. In their travel books, some European travel writers
pointed to educational, social, and cultural advancement in Iran, while
others unveiled its shortcomings. By benefitting library resources and
adopting the analytical and descriptive approach, the current study
seeks to investigate and study the essential ambiguities related to the
different stages in the evolution of teaching science, key elements in
educational institutions, education in the Qajar era, and finally the
overall attitude of the ruling class, experts, and people from different
social classes towards education and educational centers. According to
this study’s findings, the education system in the early years of the
Qajar era was traditional, and its disadvantages included teachers’ low
level of knowledge, corporeal punishment, lack of educational
facilities in schools, and the emphasis on rote learning. These defects
led to the emergence and formation of new schools and modern
education, and these significant changes occurred thanks to
intellectuals like Amir Kabir and Mirza Hassan Roshdie. During this
period, the need for women’s literacy was felt even though their
literacy was considered against Islam and the cause of disgrace and
threat to society. Generally, clergies’ reaction to the modern education
system was complex: some opposed these new ways of education in
various ways while others agreed with these trends, contributing to the
construction of many schools
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