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Abstract

Memoir writing is a type of contemporary prose that has reached its pinnacle with novel-
memoirs of the Holy Defense. One of the characteristics of these works is the use of poems.
This research seeks to investigate the type, function and quality of the poems of these texts,
using library resources and a descriptive-analytical method. To that end, five works that
are more popular and are among the best examples of literature of resistance, namely Daa,
Man zendeam, An bist-o se nafar, Payee ke ja mand, and Salam bar Ebrahim, were selected
for analysis. The poems of these texts are mostly from classical Persian poets, which have
four main themes: (1) courage of warriors and excitement of the audience, (2) captivity,
homesickness, and sense of nostalgia, (3) acknowledgment of martyrs and warriors, and (4)
consequences of war and destruction. Poetry in these works has an emotional-motivational
function. The works depicting the early days of the war have epic poems and show the
bravery of the warriors by drawing on national-religious themes. On the other hand, the
spiritual atmosphere of the war made most of the poems used in these works be the mystical
poems of Rumi. The poems of novel-memoirs of the prisoners of war show the sense of
nostalgia of the prisoned warriors for their homeland, family, and martyred friends. The
words “Karbala”, “martyr”, “blood” and “ash” are frequent in these poems, which shows
the religious themes of defense and the destruction of war.
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