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Abstract

The Malik National Library houses a collection of nearly 4,850 lines of poetry under Access Code
6240. This manuscript is attributed to Mohammad Hossein Sagib in the library's records and is
referred to as both "Kaliat Sagib" and "Diwan Saqgib" in reference to Shahabuddin Saqib Dehlavi.
However, it lacks a title and direct information regarding the poet's identity, aside from the poetic
surname "Saqib". This study aimed to introduce the manuscript and its stylistic significance while
addressing the question of which poet bearing the surname "Sagib" authored these verses.

The article analyzed the bibliographic details of the manuscript using library and document
research methods, highlighting its notable features. The findings indicated that the poetry reflected
the poet's engagement with new themes, particularly Indian romantic stories. Additionally, the text
included Turkish verses and referenced to Fath Ali Shah Qajar, as well as elements of Indian
culture. An examination of the biographies of poets known as "Saqib", especially Mohammad
Hossein Sagib and Sagib Dehlavi—Dboth listed in the Malik National Library's records—suggested
that attributing this work to Mohammad Hossein Saqgib was unlikely. Instead, Shahabuddin Sagib
Dehlavi might be the more plausible author until further evidence would emerge.

The manuscript comprised a preface, sonnets, quatrains, masnavis, odes, humorous pieces, and
compositions of stanzas. Key themes included romantic tales, anecdotes, didactic and moral topics,
descriptions, debates, and praise of the Imams. The variety of poetic forms and the originality of
the subject matter, particularly in the fictional masnavis, warranted significant attention.
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Introduction

The manuscript of Sagib's Collections designated as Version Number 6240 is one of the
endowments of Haj Hossein Aghamalek currently housed in the Malek National Library and
Museum. This manuscript lacks a title in both the preface and the opening of the poems. It is
written in a cursive Nastaliq script on pages of small Waziri dimensions (21.3 cm in length and 15
cm in width). The cover features repeating motifs of bergamot with the central image surrounded
by depictions of bergamot heads at both the top and bottom of the page. The manuscript is made
from pistachio-colored paper and contains poems divided into two sections: the Divan and the
Masnavis of Eshgafroz, Efesnagar, and Golshanraz. The pages of the manuscript are formatted with
12 lines in the first section and 15 lines in the second. Notably, the sonnets from Number 149 to the
end are written and repeated twice. Although the manuscript lacks a title, the author's name and the
date of composition remain unknown. However, on one of the last pages, preceding the Masnavi of
Eshgafrooz, there is a note that states: "This Diwan is from Yadgar Saqib. | swear to God that if
there are any mistakes, please correct them and forgive me". In the early sonnets (approximately
the first 40), the poet's surname appears to have been crossed out, suggesting a change from
"Saken" to "Saqgib."” The manuscript is written in black ink, featuring both legible and sometimes
illegible handwriting. Many pages contain annotations, particularly in the first section with poems
by the author and others inscribed in the margins—often in an italicized, unformatted style that is
difficult to read. Additionally, the margin of some poems includes the phrase "Walaho". Numerous
spelling errors are present throughout Sagib's works.

Materials & Methods

The present study utilized a library and document research method to analyze the bibliographic
coordinates of the manuscript housed in the Malik National Library, specifically the collection with
Access Code 6240. The research involved examining the manuscript's physical characteristics,
including its format, script, and notable features, such as annotations and marginal notes. The
analysis focused on the stylistic significance of the poemsgand theppoet’s thematic concerns,
particularly in relation to cultural influences. Additionally, the study reviewed historical tazkirehs
(biographical dictionaries) and literature history texts to contextualize the poet's identity and
contributions, comparing details of the attributed poets, specifically Mohammad Hossein Saqib and
Shahabuddin Sagib Dehlavi, with the content of the manuscript.

Research Findings

The findings indicated that the manuscript attributed to "Sagib" contained approximately 4,850
lines of poetry, showcasing a diverse array of poetic forms, including sonnets, quatrains, and
masnavis. The analysis revealed that the poet exhibited a strong inclination towards themes of
Indian romanticism and cultural elements, alongside a notable influence from the works of Hafez.
The text included several poems praising Fath Ali Shah Qajar, suggesting the poet's active years
were during the Qajar era (1250-1212 AH). Moreover, the presence of Turkish verses and Indian
cultural references pointed to the poet's multilingual background and cultural exchanges.
Ultimately, the evidence suggested that the manuscript be more likely attributed to Shahabuddin
Saqgib Dehlavi rather than Mohammad Hossein Saqib, pending further validation through historical
documentation.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion
The manuscript "Kaliat No. 6240" housed in the Malik National Library and Museum, was
attributed to Mohammad Hussain Saqgib and is listed both as "Kaliat Sagib™ and "Diwan Sagib™ for
Shahabuddin Sagib Dehlavi. While the text provided no direct information about the poet beyond
the surname "Sagib", several deductions about his background could be drawn from the
manuscript:

1. The presence of Mangbati poems dedicated to the Holy Prophet and the Imams indicated
the poet's strong Shia beliefs.

2. Poems praising Fath Ali Shah Qajar suggested that the poet composed these works during
his reign, specifically between 1250 and 1212 AH.

3. The inclusion of Turkish verses and terms implied that the poet was either a native Turkish



Textual Criticism of Persian Literature, Vol. 16, Issue 4, No. 64, Winter 2025

speaker or at least familiar with the language.

4. The use of Indian words, such as "Ram" and "Lajman", along with themes of Indian love in
the masnavis, revealed the poet’s connection to and interest in India.

5. The poet occasionally referenced his personal circumstances, mentioning the city of Ray in
the last verse of a ghazal.

6. Sagib was influenced by Hafez, frequently drawing inspiration from his lyrical poetry.

7. While Sagib exhibited poetic qualities, he did not strictly adhere to rhyme, suggesting a
lack of deep engagement with literary conventions.

Given these insights, we explored various tazkirehs and historical literature from the Qajar
period. We found that the life circumstances of the poets attributed to Saqgib did not align with the
characteristics derived from his works. Additionally, the verses of these poets cited in the tazkirehs
did not appeariin Saqib’s collection, leading us to conclude that this Saqib was likely a distinct
individual.

Despite extensive research, there was no evidence to support that Shahabuddin Dehlavi was a
poet or that any verses were attributed to him. However, considering his familiarity with Turkish
and Indian culture, as well as his contemporaneity with the Qajar era, we tentatively attributed the
work to him until more definitive evidence would arise to refute this claim.

The text and margins of Saqib's collection included prefaces, sonnets, quatrains, and masnavis,
such as "Serapa”, "Ahl Bagh Debate", "Black and White Debate", "Candle and Butterfly", "Qadha
and Qadr", "Saginameh", "Eshgafrooz", "Efesnagar”, and "Golshan Raz", among others. The
collection also featured poems in praise of the Holy Prophet and Amir al-Mominin, elegies
regarding Ahl al-Bayt—particularly the events of Karbala—as well as various masmats, humor,
odes, and a 9-verse ode describing an elephant.

In conclusion, until solid evidence emerges to support or refute the attribution of Saqib's works
to Shahabuddin Dehlavi, we should accept this attribution as it is recorded in the National Library
and Museum.
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